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U S. accepts Aqaba-based sanction-verification regime 


King meets Christopher in London, says siege being lifted 


By P.V. Vivekanand with agency dispatches 


THE UNITED STATES has 
accepted a Jordanian proposal 
■on a new land-based system for 
verifying compliance with the 

V international sanctions agair 
Iraq and the arrangement 
would be in place soon, U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
.Christopher said Monday. 

The acceptance came after 
months of deliberations which 
prompted His Majesty King 
Hussein to link Jordan's return 
to the Washington-backed 
peace talks with Israel to an 
end to the sea-based inspec- 
tions of all Jordan-bound ves- 
sels by a U.S.-led naval force. 

Mr. Christopher made the 
announcement after meeting 
His Majesty King Hussein in 
London. 

"I informed His Majesty 
that subject to some fine- 
tuning the U.S. government 
will support the establishment 
of a land-based regime for 
verifying enforcement of U.N. 
sanctions against Iraq,” Mr. 
Christopher said in a prepared 
statement. 

‘■‘Inspection win be carried 

Ekeus begins 
talks in Iraq 

NICOSIA (AP) — A U.N. 
official working to ensure that 
Iraq complies with ceasefire 
resolutions banning it from 

• possessing weapons of mass 
destruction held talks Monday 
with Iraq’s foreign minister 
■ and other officials in Baghdad. 
The Iraqi News Agency said 
Rolf Ekeus, head of the U.N. 
Special Commission, met with 
Iraqi Foreign Minister 
'Mohammad Saeed Al Sah&f 
and other officials to discuss 
developments since Deputy 
Premier Tareq Aziz visited 
New York in March. 

Israel wants 
PL.0 amnesty 

CAIRO (AFP) — Israeli nego- 
tiators insisted here Monday 
that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) announce 
a general amnesty for all coir 
laboratory in exchange for the 
release of more Palestinian 
prisoners, an Israeli source 
said. The Palestinians are 
pressing for 3,400 prisoners to 
be freed, in addition to 5,000 
whom both sides agreed would 
he released after the signing of 
an accord to launch self-rule in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

w Alula bus attack 
claims ninth victim 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
‘Israeli woman has died of her 
injuries almost three weeks af- 
".ter the suicide car-bomb attack 
hi the northern town of Afula, 
-raising the death toll to nine, 
hospital officials said Monday. 
Ahuva Cohen was seriously 
burnt in the attack which was 
-claimed by the Islamic Resist- 
lance Movement, Hamas, in 
revenge for the February 25 
Hebron massacre. 

Hata faces crisis 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s So- 
cial Democratic Party (SDP) 
announced Tuesday its deci- 
sion to leave the coalition gov- 
ernment of newly-elected 
Prime Minister Tsntomu Hata 

following the sudden emerg- 
ence of a rival bloc. “The SDP 
cannot remain a member of the 
coalition government and we 
cannot take part in the forma- 
tion of a cabinet by the new 
government,” SDP chairman 
Tomiichi Murayama said 
(see page 8). 

Special group 
formed on Bosnia 

LONDON (AFP) — Russia, 
the United States, the Euro- 
pean Union and the United 
have 


out by a private, independent, 
not-for-profit company of an 
international s ta t ure and in- 
tegrity, the Lloyds Register of 
the United Kingdom which will 
operate in the port of Aqaba,” 
he said. 

“The U.S. is convinced that 
this new regime win be as 
effective as the MIF (multina- 
tional interception force) in 
guaranteeing that no Iraqi 
trade will transit Aqaba other 
than the transactions which 
have been specifically permit- 
ted by the united Nations. 

“Indeed we believe that in 
some respect the land-based 
inspections would be an im- 
provement in our ability to 
enforce sanctions against 
Iraq.” 

Also addressing the press 
after the meeting at his resi- 
dence at Ascot, west of Lon- 
don, the King said that the 
secretary of state had told him 
that “the siege (of Aqaba) is 
being lifted and they have 
accepted our own suggestion 
for another method.” 

“They have accepted our 


view concerning the siege and 
the treatment of Jordan in a 
manner that we could not bear 
or accept,” the King said. 
“The problem is being solved 
in an appropriate manner." 

Asked whether Jordan had 
accepted a date to rcmrn to the 
peace talks with Israel, the 
King reiterated Jordan’s com- 
mitment to a negotiated peace 
in the Middle East and said: 
“We will look at developments 
that occur.” 

“We have offered a lot to 
at t a in a just peace... perhaps 
more than any other party." 
said the King. “We are com- 
mitted to do use impossible for 
that peace and the return of 
the Palestinian rights.” 

In Amman earlier in the 
day. Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali told reporters 
that the concerned U.S.. agen- 
cies and departments have 
readied a “consensus” on the 
Jordanian proposal for a land- 
based regime at Aqaba to 
verify the enforcement of sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 

But Dr. Majali stressed that 
the proposal did not simply 
replace the sea-based “inspec- 


tions" with on-shore “inspec- 
tions.” 

There is a definite difference 
between “inspection” and 
“observation,” he said, adding 
that Lloyds Register will be 
free to see all incoming and 
outgoing cargo when it is in- 
spected by Jordan's customs 
Department as is required by 
the Kingdom’s law and make 
reports. 

But it will not do any "in- 
spections," he stressed. 

"Aqaba is not on the border 
between Jordan and Iraq," he 
said. “Aqaba is our border 
with the outside world,” he 
said, adding that as such Jor- 
dan would not accept any 
arrangement that would in- 
fringe,- upon its sovereignty. 

It was not immediately dear 
whether the “fine-tuning” that 
Mr. Christopher mentioned 
was a reference to a common 
ground between “inspection" 
and “observation.” 

Tbe U.S. official did say, 
however, that the U.S. needed 
to consult its partners in the 
MIF before finalising the 
arrangement. 

According to Jordanian offi- 


cials and diplomats in Amman, 
tbe U.S. allies, particularly 
Britain and France, were sup- 
portive of the Jordanian stand 
and there should not be any 
major problem before the 
arrangement goes into place at 
Aqaba. 

According to a U.S. official 
who briefed reporters. Jordan 
will pay for the new system. He 
indicated the new system 
would be operating within 
several weeks. 

A spokeswoman for Lloyd's 
Register confirmed that the 
company had been approached 
but no agreement had been 
concluded. 

The U.S. official, who 
briefed reporters Monday esti- 
mated that about one in 10 
ships headed for Jordan were 
turned away. 

Tbe official said Jordan had 
complained of losing S300 mil- 
lion a year because of the 
marine interceptions, while the 
land-based system will cost an 
estimated $2 million to S3 mil- 
lion a year. 

Lloyd’s Register, founded in 
1760, describes itself as the 
world’s leading ship classifies 
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EGs Majesty King Hnuds anm 
U.S. Secretary of State War 

tion society, and surveys ships 
on behalf of more than 130 
governments to insure that 
they comply with national and 
international safety require- 
ments. 

In their comments in Lon- 
don, both the King and Mr. 


a question as 
t Christopher 


listens at a press conference held on Monday at 
the King’s residence near London (AFP photo) 


Bombings cloud 
S. African elections 


Majali welcomes Israeli 
comments on settlements 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — Suspected white ex- 
tremists on Monday stepped 
up a bombing campaign, which 
has killed at least 19 people in 
two days, as South Africans 
prepared to go to the polls for 
landmark all-race elections 
from Tuesday. 

A 100-kilogramme car-bomb 
exploded at a taxi rank in the 
Johannesburg satellite town of 
Genniszon, killin g at least 10 
and injuring 36. 

It followed a similar attack 
in central Johannesburg Sun- 
day that left nine dead and 
nearly 100 wounded. 

Six other blasts, four aimed 
at election offices and polling 
stations, were reported Mon- 
day in rural towns around the 
country, where white extrem- 
ists opposed to the poll enjoy 
most support. 

African National Congress 
(ANC) leader Nelson Mandela 
condemned the latest wave of 
attacks as the work of “mad- 
men.” 

The bombers, he said, are 
‘‘madmen who are now 
slaughtering innocent people 
because they fear democracy." 
The perpetrators, he said, 
would be hunted down. 

President Frederic de Klerk 
blamed the spate of bomb 
attacks on a “lunatic fringe,” 
attempting to disrupt the elec- 


tions. 

“They are a group of desper- 
ate people who will stop at no 
outrage to disrupt the elec- 
tion,” Mr. De Klerk told the 
last session of the white minor- 
ity parliament here. 

“There can be no doubt that 
those responsible represent fRy 
more than a lunatic fringe,” be 
said. “We will not allow any 
embittered and lunatic faction 
to achieve their mission.” 

In a stormy session, the 
minority parliament adopted 
amendments to the post- 
apartheid constitution drawing 
Zulu nationalists into the poll, 
despite the abstention of the 
ultra-right Conservative Party. 

The amendments were 
thrashed out in a last minute 
deal last Tnesday between the 
Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom 
Party (IFP), the ANC and the 
government. 

An new constitution provid- 
ing for non-racial rule unstopp- 
ably comes into effect at mid- 
night (2200 GMT) on Tnesday 
and the South African flag — 
symbol of torment for millions 
for decades — will be lowered 
across the country. 

Defiance came from 1,000 
blacks who gathered in the 
battle-scarred streets of Toko- 
za township east of Johann es- 

(Cmrtfaroed on page 5) 


U.N. rescues more 
injured from Gorazde 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
The U.N. evacuated wounded 
by helicopter on Monday from 
battered Gorazde and de- 
ployed more peacekeepers 
along tbe front lines there as 
the Muslim enclave’s Bosnian 
Serb besiegers pulled back 
tanks and artillery. 

The U.N. Commander in 
Bosnia, Lieutenant-General 
Michael Rose, said be believed 
the Serbs, threatened by the 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) with air 
strikes, would meet the 
alliance's Wednesday deadline 
to pull their heavy weapons 
from a 20-kilometres area 
around Gorazde. 

"I am fairly confident they 
will. I believe they are actually 
withdrawing at the moment, 
we have seen many signs of 
that,” he told BBC radio. 

The first two helicopters out 
of Gorazde on Monday carried 
15 patients and five people 
accompanying them to 
Sarajevo. Seven were on 
stretchers and the rest were 
walking wounded. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Major Holloway said the heli- 
copters were delayed for an 
hour by having to land at Soko- 
lac for inspection by the Bos- 
nian Serbs. 

Tbe lull in fighting prompted 


diplomatic activity by the West 
and Russia to hammer out a 
new policy on Bosnia. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher, French Fore- 
ign Minister Alain Juppe and 
British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd were due to 
meet m London, and later to 
have talks with British Prime 
Minister John Major. 

Mr. Christopher will then 
meet Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev in Geneva on 
Tuesday to discuss to Bosnian 
war.* 

A senior U.S. official said 
the goal of the meetings was to 
put together a “robust, aggres- 
sive” peace effort on Bosnia 
and discuss Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin's suggestions for 
a summit to thrash out a joint 
international policy on Bosnia. 

As they pulled back from 
Gorazde on Sunday, the Serbs 
burned bouses and blew up a 
water treatment plant, but 
U.N. officials were generally 
satisfied. 

Ukrainian peacekeepers be- 
gan deploying between Bos- 
nian Serbs and Gorazde’s de- 
fenders, allowing a second con- 1 
voy of U.N. troops, including 
247 men and 61 vehicles, to 
reach Gorazde on Monday. 

(C on tinued on page 5) 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan on Mon- 
day welcomed as a “positive 
step" Israeli statements in- 
dicating readiness for making 
territorial compromise and dis- 
mantling the settlements in the 
occupied Arab territories in 
return for peace with tbe 
Arabs. 

“I believe what (Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin) 
said is positive ... it is the first 
time he makes such a state- 
ment and it (means) an accept- 
ance of the truth that peace 
cannot be achieved as long as 
the settlements exist in their 
current shape,” Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali told re- 
porters. 

Restating Jordan's position 
that settlements are an obsta- 
cle to peace. Dr. Majali said 
tbe Hebron massacre was a 
major factor in “shaking the 
idea of bidding and keeping 
settlements.” 

Dr. Majali said Jordan was 
ready to hold the meetings of 



Abdul Salam Mqjali 
the Jordanian-Paiestinian 
coordination committees, 
blaming tbe failure of these 
committees to meet on the 
Palestinian engagement with 
the autonomy talks in Egypt. 

He said this engagement 
partly justifies the Pales tine 
Liberation Organisation's 
(PLO) failure to hold the 
meetings of these committees 
but "does not justify it fully 
because a long time has passed 
(since the formation of com- 


mittees).” He said, “our fear 
for the absence of coordination 
is that our brothers in tbe 
organisation do not have 
enough experience in certain 
issues and we are more experi- 
enced than them and could 
help them and avoid harm.” 

But coordination with Syria 
“is at its best,” said Dr. Majali 
adding that Syria supports Jor- 
dan’s demand for an end to the 
siege on Aqaba and the two 
countries along with other 
Arab partners will meet to 
coordinate before the resump- 
tion of the bilateral peace 
talks. 

He said the Hebron mas- 
sacre and the siege on Aqaba 
contributed to the halting of 
the peace talks until the emerg- 
ence of positive signs about 
these issues. 

Dr. Majali rejected accusa- 
tions that his government lack- 
ed a strategy on the process or 
its media policy, saying Jordan 
was among the first countries 
to seek peace in the region. 

Reiterating Jordan's com- 

(Cootbroed on page 5) 


Review of W. Bankers has no 
political implications — Majali 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The call by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, on 
the government to re-examine 
procedures concerning West 
Bank residents living in tbe 
Kingdom has no political 
dimension. Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali said Mon- 
day. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
the local and foreign media 
correspondents. Dr. Majali 
said the Regent’s statement on 
Sunday referred to a “procedu- 
ral matter" that applies exactly 
to the other border crossings in 
the Kingdom. 

"The current pressure on the 
Jordan River Bridges calls for 
a lot of change to the present 
measures and to routine with a 
view to improving the situa- 
tion,” said Dr. Majali. 

Prince Hassan has said at a 
meeting with, the secretaries- 
general of the various minis- 


tries that regulations issued in 
1988 following Jordan’s sever- 
ance of legal and administra- 
tive ties with the West Bank 
should be reconsidered. 

He called for updating and 
modernising the regulations to 
cope with the developments 
that have emerged since 1988. 

He stressed the need to re- 
consider the criteria for resi- 
dence of West Bankers in Jor- 
dan with the aim of facilitating 
and easing administrative proc- 
edures. 

Dr. Majali said that any me- 
asures or instructions can by 
“no means please all the peo- 
ple nor can they cover all cases 
as every now and then we have 
a new problem that requires a 
different measure." 

The government would be 
re-examining the instructions 
from time to time in order to 
handle the new questions. 
Hence this is purely a procedu- 


ral matter aiming at facilitating 
measures for the incoming and 
outgoing visitors across the 
Jordan River bridges and to 
reduce the ever increasing 
pressure on the concerned au- 
thorities at the bridges who, he 
said, handle thousands of 
travellers' cases on a daily 
basis, he said. 

Commenting on the issue. 
Interior Minister Salameh 
Ham mad said Monday that the 
ministry was constantly revis- 
ing regulations related to the 
residence of West Bankers in 
the Kingdom. 

“The last time these regula- 
tions were revised was in 
September 1993 when all con- 
cerned authorities met and 
adopted appropriate measures 
to deal with the different 
cases.” Mr. Hammad said. 
“We facilitate the visits by 

(C o ntinue d on page 5) 
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Christopher described their 
talks as positive and construc- 
tive. 

“I am happy to say that 
we’ve had a very fruitful dis- 
cussion on a number of issues 
(that arc important) not only 
to us but also our people,” the 


King said. 

“We’ve had a very construc- 
tive discussion on a number of 
issues,' - said Mr. Christopher. 
“We of course discussed the 
peace process and the import- 

(CootiBDcd on page 5) 


Israel, PLO study 
autonomy package 

Economy pact may be delayed 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israeli 
and Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) negotiators 
sought agreement here Mon- 
day on a draft document clear- 
ing the last hurdles to Palesti- 
nian self-rule, sources dose to 
the talks said. 

The document was a "pack- 
age deal” covering security 
arrangements, the scope of 
Palestinian law in the self-rule 
areas of Jericho and Gaza and 
Palestinian prisoners held by 
Israel. 

An Arab diplomat dose to 
the talks said it was “virtually 
established” that an overall 
accord to launch self-rule in 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho would be 
signed next week. 

'The negotiators resumed 
talks in Cairo Sunday. Palesti- 
nian offidals said it could be 
the last session before an 
accord was clinched. 

An Israeli minister said 
meanwhile the economic issues 
stalling talks on implementa- 
tion of Palestinian autonomy 
may be dealt with at a later 
stage to allow a quick agree- 
ment and changes on the 
ground. 

Economics Minister Shimon 
Shetreet told Israel Radio that 
the cabinet's conclusion was 
that “to succeed (the talks) 
need to be completed shortly." 

He added that a strategic 
decision was made “that if tire 
security, judicial and political 
issues are completed it is de- 
finitely possible to leave the 
economic issues for a later 
stage.” 

Israeli media quoted Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres as tell- 
ing the cabinet that “if an 


agreement is not achieved in 
two weeks — the whole thing 
will fail.” 

Reports have predicted that 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat would meet to finalise 
an agreement initiating Palesti- 
nian self-rule in Jericho and 
Gaza next week. 

But the daily Haaretz said 
Monday that the signing would 
likely be delayed due to Mr. 
Rabin’s insistence that all 
issues be tied up beforehand. 

Israel Finance Minister 
Avraham Shohat told Israel 
Television many issues re- 
mained unresolved in Paris 
talks. 

If agreement is not reached 
before an autonomy accord is 
signed in Cairo, “the existing 
economic situation will more 
or less continue and in my view 
it will be very bad for the 
Palestinians,” Mr. Shohat said. 

Mr. Shohat did not exclude 
the possibility the delegations 
in Paris could match the pace 
in Cairo. 

“But it means reaching 
many agreements within sever- 
al days. Tbe number of unre- 
solved matters is not small and 
therefore I would say there is a 
chance but no guarantee.” 

Israel, Mr. Shohat said, had 
prepared contingency plans for 
self-rule without economic 
autonomy in Gaza and Jericho. 

“This means we will control 
imports, (here will be no 
change in import regulations 
such as they wanted and we 
will in effect maintain an eco- 
nomic regimen very similar to 
the one existing now-.” he said. 

(CoBtfamed on page 5) 


IMPORTANT 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Department of Antiquities announces the 
postponement of the formal opening of a 
conference entitled “Encounter of Museums, 
professionals of Arab countries’ museums, 
rivilisation and development" which was due to 
open today Tuesday 26.4.94 at 10 a.m. 

The opening ceremony will be at 5 p.m. on the 
same day. The conference will be opened under 
the patronage of 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent 

at the conferences hall of the Royal 
Cultural Centre in Amman, 
invited guests are requested to be 
present naif an hour before the open- 
ing time. 

Thank you 
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F ateh and Hamas step up 
dialogue in Gaza Strip 


OCCUPIED GAZA (Agen- 
'des) — The Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, have stepped up 
dialogue weeks before the 
PLO is due to come to power 
as a Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority in the Gaza Strip. 

Leaders of the two biggest 
Palestinian groups, one of 
which has signed peace with 
the Jewish state and one of 
which seeks to destroy it, have 
held a series of meetings in 
Gaza in the last few days, 
officials from both sides said 
on Sunday. 

Both sides described the 
publicly announced meetings, 
the latest of which was held on 
Saturday, as informal dia- 
logues focusing on how to 
avoid inter-Palestinian blood- 
shed after self-rule begins in a 
few weeks’ time. 

But the mere fact that Fateh 
is meeting with a group which 
has killed 12 Israelis in suicide 
bomb attacks this month 
makes many Israelis nervous. 

Cabinet ministers said last 
week any sign Fateh was pre- 
pared to help Hamas guemllas 
escape Israeli security forces 
could jeopardise the peace 
deal. 

Rashid Abu Shbak. a lead- 
ing Fateh official in Gaza, said 
Saturday’s meeting, which 
lasted late into the night at a 
Gaza hotel, was an academic- 
style discussion and not poli- 
tical. 

“It was no more than a 
seminar, not an official agree- 
ment.” be told Reuters but 
added: “We’re on our way to 
reaching a fill] agreement to 
avoid bloodshed. 

Officers from the embryo 
Palestinian police attended the 
discussion alongside prominent 
Hamas personalities like 
Khaled AJ Hindi, an aide to 
the movement’s leader Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin. 

Another Fateh official said 
the two groups were also meet- 
ing in the West Bank. 

The military wings of the 
two groups, the Fateh Hawks 
and the Oassam Brigades of 
Hamas, issued a joint state- 
ment on Friday saying they 
would both stop killing sus- 


pected collaborators with 
Israel for a month. 

Other Fateh leaders de- 
fended the peace agreement at 
a public debate m front of 
more than 1,000 students on 
Sunday at Gaza's Islamic Uni- 
versity, a Hamas stronghold. 
Sufyan Abu Zeidah ana Diab 
Al Louh fielded tough ques- 
tions from Islamists both in the 
90-minute debate and after- 
wards at lunch with university 
staff. 

Hamas supporters played 
down any suggestion the talks 
involved any agreement on 
political matters, describing 
them as attempts to establish 
friendly contacts. 

“They dealt with matters 
like avoiding the spilling of 
blood that everyone agrees on. 
They have not dealt with poli- 
tical issues,” said Ahmad 
Bahar, who runs an Islamic 
charitable society and was de- 
ported to Lebanon. 

Sources dose to Hamas also 
suggested Fateh was also in- 
itiating dialogue to prevent any 
armed escalation after a 
Hamas supporter was shot and 
killed by Fateh Hawks in a 
dispute in the southern town of 
Rafah last month. 

Amnon Rubinstein, Israel's 
left-wing education minister, 
said a Fateh-Hamas agreement 
could be either a blessing or a 
curse, depending on which one 
influenced the other more. 

“It will be a blessing if the 
PLO is going to exert its influ- 
ence to prevent terrorism in 
Israel. It twll be a curse if it signals 
passive cooperation and tadt 
understanding Hamas can go 
on killing Israelis outside the 
Gaza Strip,” he told reporters. 

Hamas asked Fateh repre- 
sentatives to the Islamic Uni- 
versity to address 2,000 stu- 
dents on the forthcoming 
Palestinian autonomy and the 
opposition. 

“It really is the first time that 
Hamas has invited us, and 
what is more to this university 
to speak to their students,” 
said Mr. Louh, a Fateh leader 
in Gaza. 

“It's a good start to establish 
relations netween the national 
and Islamic movements.” he 
said after the Hawks and Al 
Kassam announced their 


agreement Friday to end inter- 
necine fighting and to cooper- 
ate for autonomy. 

“However, we do not want 
to talk about a honeymoon 
because that's for marriages 
and occasionally matrimony 
ends in divorce, he laughed. 

Ala AJ Nazli, a 22-year-old 
student linked to Hamas, 
agreed. “It’s the first joint 
meeting. It was excellent and 
moving. 

“It expresses the unity to 
which we aspire. We will hold 
more similar meetings and will 
maintain our relations with 
Fateh.” 

After warm applause for the 
arrival of three members of 
Fateh's high committee the de- 
bate quickly focussed on how 
the 9,000 Palestinian police- 
men will treat those like 
Hamas who have opposed the 
autonomy deal and the whole 
peace process. 

The opposition fears victi- 
misation. particularly by the 

7,000 men of the Palestine 
Liberation Army (PLA), who 
will form the backbone of the 
force and are totally devoted to 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Political science lecturer 
Atef Ad wan, who was de- 
ported to southern Lebanon in 
1992 as a Hamas member, 
questioned the impartiality of a 
police force recruited by the 

“Generally in democratic 
countries, the police does not 
belong to any particular side. 
Will this be the case or will it 
be an extension of the Israeli 
police?” he asked. 

Mr. Louh replied: “The 
Palestinian authority will be 
elected by all Palestinians and 
the policemen who are due to 
arrive are veteran soldiers who 
have given their lives to the 
Palestinian cause and I do not 
think they will become the 
oppressors. 

f The police will be dean and 
impartial.” 

The Israeli government has 
made no mention of the agree- 
ment, after warning the PLO 
that if it reached an under- 
standing with the fundamental- 
ists which allowed Hamas to 
continue its attacks on Israelis 
then the autonomy deal would 
be off. 


Saudi police arrest five 
activists — rights group 


NICOSIA (Agendes) — Saudi 
police arrested five political 
rights activists in the northern 
town of Hail at the weekend, a 
.London-based Saudi human 
rights group said Monday. 

The Committee for the De- 
fence of Legitimate Rights 
(CDLR) said the five teachers 
and Muslim clerics supported 
its calls for political reforms in 
the kingdom, which has no 
parties and is governed accord- 
ing to Islamic prindples. 

A statement from the com- 
mittee sent to AFP said police 
also arrested the son of 
Mohammad Al Massari, one of 
the group's founders, on Satur- 
day. 

Anwar Mohammad Al Mas- 
sari. 19, was arrested “to put 
pressure on his father,” who 
left Saudi Arabia to relaunch 
the committee in London, the 
committee said. 

His father, a physics profes- 
sor at Riyadh University, was 
arrested in May 1993 with a 
group of other Saudi intellec- 
tuals only days after the group 
was set up. 

• He was held for five months 
without charge, said the group, 
which is banned in Saudi Ara- 
bia and is pressing for freedom 
of speech and association. 

“Anwar, who is 19 years old 
and is in the final year of high 
school, and previously been 
interrogated and persecuted 
four times during the period of 


his father's disappearance.” 
the group said in a statement. 

“It is believed that this re- 
cent measure is aimed at intimi- 
dating professor Al Masaari.” 

The group also said Saudi 
security agents' “stormed and 
thoroughly searched the resi- 
dence of 26-year-old Rashid 
Mohammad Kama], professor 
Al Masaari's brother-in-law, in 
Jeddah on Sunday 24 April." 

It said Mr. Kamal and his 
mother had been arrested and 
taken to an undisclosed loca- 
tion. 

The CDLR, set up in May 
1993 by ultra-conservative 
Saudi religious figures, was de- 
clared illegal by Saudi religious 
leaders who argued that ex- 
isting Islamic law and adequate 
provisions to defend citizens* 
rights. 

On Saturday, Arab diplo- 
mats in Riyadh said Gulf Arab 
states had reservations about a 
U.S. document calling on them 
to encourage pluralism and 
democracy as the basis of fu- 
ture relations in the Middle 
East. 

The document, presented to 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) in February, said 
Washington wanted to see par- 
ticipants in the multilateral 
Middle East peace talks “en- 
courage individual and collec- 
tive freedoms and pursue 
democracy and pluralism." 


7 held for 
Tel Aviv 
shootings 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Random gunfire from an 
Israeli car roaming the streets 
of Tel Aviv wounded up to 11 
people Sunday before police 
caught up with the vehicle and 
detained seven suspects. 

Israel radio said the sus- 
pects, Israelis in their 20s, had 
carried out the shootings with 
an air gun. apparently as a 
prank. 

Tel Aviv police spokes- 
woman Ahuva Ivri said the 
suspects were tracked down in 
a Flat sedan after shooting 
and wounding as many as 11 
people, all described as suffer- 
ing light injuries. 

ouch crimes are rare in Tel 
Aviv, and usually reports of 
shootings set off suspicions of 
an extremist attack. But police 
believed from the outset *haf 
the assailants were not acting 
on nationalist motives because 
of the type of weapon used, 
another Tel Aviv police 
spokesman, Gadi Doron, said. 

The shootings occurred over 
a two-hour period in Tel Aviv 
and neighbouring Ramat Gan. 

Witnesses said the fire came 
from a black Fiat. The first 
victim was a 44-year-old nut 
vendor outside nis shop in 
Ramat Gan, and later a 17- 
year-old girl was shot in the 
shoulder near the Tel Aviv 
opera house. 


Leftists hurl bombs at six banks in Ankara 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — Leftists 
hurled explosives at six banks 
Sunday, the Anatolia news 
agency said. Damage was re- 
ported, but no injuries. 

Molotov cocktails were used 
in three of the attacks, against 
branches of major private 
banks Yapi Kredi, Akbank 
and Pamukbank, the agency 
added. 

The underground Turkish 
Workers and Peasants Com- 
munist Army, TIKKO, 
claimed responsibility for the 
attacks in telephone calls to 
newspapers. An anonymous 
caller said “the attacks were 
staged to celebrate TIKKO’s 
22nd anniversary.” 

Such attacks are not uncom- 
mon in Istanbul, Turkey's 
largest city with a population 
of 10 million. Illegal leftist, 
Kurdish separatist and radical 
groups are known to be active 
m tiie city. 

1,000 killed in revolt 

Troops have killed more 
than 1,000 separatist Kurdish 
guerrillas since the beginning 
of the year, the government 
said. 


Interior Minister Nahit Men- 
tese said in a statement that 
security forces killed 1,037 
guerrillas since January. There 
was no mention of government 
casualties. 

The guerrillas belong to the 
Kurdish Labour Party, the 
PICK, which has been fighting 
for autonomy in southeastern 
Turkey since 1984. More than 

12,000 people have died in the 
unrest. • 

This year, the army has step- 
ped up its operations against 
the guerrillas in southeastern 
Turkey and furthered a land 
and air operation against their 
bases in northern Iraq. 

Mr. Mentese said 1,976 were 
captured this year and 88 had 
surrendered, according to a 
Statement on television quoted 
by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. 

He said 79 guerrillas were 
killed and two were captured 
in operations in northern Iraq, 
where this mODtb thousands of 
Turkish troops launched a 
cross-border operation to drive 
the PKK from the region. 

Mr. Mentese added that ab- 
out 4 .500 militants bad been 
“neutralised” by intelligence 


work that had weakened the 
organisation. 

Workers march 

More than 20,000 onion 
workers matched through the 
capital Sunday in protest or 
government austerity measures 
that include price hikes and 
layoffs. 

The march — which in- 
cluded groups as politically di- 
verse as leftist and Muslim 
fundamentalists — showed the 
broad-based opposition to the 
steps intended to turn around 
the economy. 

It was the largest labour rally 
in Ankara in recent years. 
There were no reports of vio- 
lence. 

Some workers demanded a 
general strike and the govern- 
ment’s resignation. One ban- 
ner featured a drawing of 
Prune Minister Tansu Ciller 
putting a “for sale” sign on 
T urkey in sarcasm of her priva- 
tisation programme . 

Ms. Ciller unveiled the au- 
sterity package earlier this 
month. Prices of products of 
state enterprises went up by 
100 per cent 


EU to boost efforts to end 
Arab boycott of Israel 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — r The European 
Union (EU) is expected to 
reinforce its efforts to convince 
the Arab countries to drop 
their boycott of Israel, but is 
also aware that immediate suc- 
cess will be elusive on the 
primary side of the decades-old 
embargo on the Jewish state, 
diplomats said Monday. 

The efforts are expected to 
focus on the secondary and 
tertiary aspects of the boycott 
related to companies with close 
links with Israel and firms that 
deal with blacklisted firms to 
escape being blacklisted them- 
selves. 

The diplomats said the fore- 
ign ministers of the 12-nation 
HU decided in a meeting held 
in Brussels last week 
to intensify lobbying the Arab 
states individually and collec- 
tively to end the boycott and 
to ask all EU countries to enforce 
a regulation that makes expor- 
ters complying with the 
boycott requirements liable for 
prosecution. 

Alexandra Papandolous. 
first secretary at the embassy 
of Greece, which holds the 
rotating presidency of the EU, 
would only say that the minis- 
ters “decided to pursue efforts 
to emphasise to the Arab states 
to drop their economic boycott 
of Israel.” 

Without going into details, 
Ms. Papandolous noted that a 
decision adopted by the Euro- 
pean Community (EC), the 
precursor of the EU, “makes it 
illegal” for exporters from 
member countries to comply 
with the boycott requirements 
by importers. 

These include certificates of 
origin stating that no Israeli 


component has gone into pro- 
ducing the goods covered 
under the export and that the 
ship carrying the goods is not 
Israeli-owned and will not be 
docking at an Israeli port on its 
voyage from the point of origin 
to destination. 

Some of the EU countries, 
notably Germany. France and 
Britain, have maintained strict 
enforcement of regulations 
which forbid exporters from 
providing these documents 
while the others have only acted 
when specific cases have been 
brought to the attention of 
their governments with de- 
mands for action, mostly raised 
by pro-Israeli groups sup- 
ported by Israeli intelligence 
information. 

“The decision (taken in 
Brussels) means that individual 
EU members mil be asked to 
tighten their regulations bar- 
ring compliance with the 
boycott requirements and also 
lobbying individual Arab gov- 
ernments to drop the secon- 
dary and tertiary boycotts,” 
said a senior diplomat from a 
EU member country. 

The diplomat, who insisted 
on anonymity, emphasised that 
the “move does not imply a 
new decision” by the EU. “It is 
only the reaffirmation of a 
decision and call for the en- 
forcement of that decision,'' 
said the diplomat. “It may 
involve, in some countries, an 
increase in penalties for com- 
panies found complying with 
the requirements of the 
boycott.” 

“Most community members 
are aware of the Ulogic in 
asking the Arab states to drop 
the primary boycott (which 
bars direct trade with Israel) at 
this point when fundamental 
conflicts are not resolved,” 


said the diplomat. 

“But they also believe that 
trade boycotts and embargos 
do not bode well to create 
understanding and instill 
mutual confidence among the 
parties involved,” added the 
diplomat. 

The Brussels decision was 
coupled with an undertaking to 
monitor continued Israeli set- 
tlement of the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and to 
provide around Sll million to 
help equip and support the 
Palestinian police force which 
will deploy in the occupied 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho under the 
Sept. 13 deal signed between 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Israel. 

The money will come from 
500 million European currency 
units (around $560 million) 
allotted by the EU to help 
support Palestinian autonomy 
envisaged under the lsrael- 
PLO accord. 

In addition, the EU will also 
work dosely with the Palesti- 
nians and Israelis to ensure the 
implementation of the accord, 
which calls for elections for a 
self-rule- authority -not - later 
than July, a deadline unlikely 
to be met,' given the missed 
dates for Israeli withdrawal 
from Jericho and the Gaza 
Strip. 

“The EU is anxious to en- 
sure that democracy and re- 
spect for human rights will be 
among the pillars of the self- 
rule authority,” said another 
senior European diplomat. As 
such, said the diplomat, the 
EU will work dosely with all 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions and human rights groups 
in the occupied territories and 
outside on a political level. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sanctions killed hundreds — Libya 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Hundreds 
of Libyans have died in the 
past two years due to the 
damaging effects of U.N. sanc- 
tions, according to official fi- 
gures released here Sunday. 

The Ministry of Health said 
the air embargo, which went 
into force in April 1992, had 
caused shortages of medical 
supplies leading to the deaths 
of 140 women and 300 babies. 

More than 300 seriously ill 
people who should have been 
flown abroad for medical treat- 
ment also died during overland 
journeys. Nearly 8,900 other 
sick people could not be sent 
abroad for treatment. 

The ministry said the air 


embargo had virtually para- 

E sed medical services in 
bya, due to the departure of 
some 2,000 medical staff on 
state contracts, most of them 
foreigners. 

The staff resigned, citing the 
difficulties they had sending 
earnings abroad and transport 
problems. 

U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 748 imposed an air 
and military embargo on Libya 
after it refused to meet U.S., 
French and British requests 
concerning investigations into 
the bombings of a Pan Am 
airliner over Scotland in 1988 
and a UTA airliner over Niger 
in 1989. 

The Lockerbie bombing kil- 


led 270 people, and 170 died in 
the UTA explosion. 

The sanctions caused losses 
of $710 million in the air trans- 
port sector and nearly $500 
million in industry, according 
to government figures. Equip- 
ment costs also rose as a result 
of the embargo. 

In agriculture, some 40,000 
tonnes of meat was lost due to 
shortages of veterinary pro- 
ducts. 

_ Libya has also been under a 
diplomatic embargo and last 
year tbe U.N. imposed a freeze 
on certain Libyan assets 
abroad and an embargo on 
industrial equipment not used 
in the oil sector. 


One third of Sovietemigres are not Jews 

TEL AVIV (AFP) 

former J Tdlc^ion reported Sunday. It said 

years are not Je ^. Isra f^ 500 000 arrivals from the 

more than 150.000 out rf some ^£m 0 more non- 

former Soviet UWgjJ*®** 7 0 be admitted this year. 
Jewish spouses of Jews we rabbinate was delaying 

Israeli Television said th thousand aspiring 

conversions to Juda, ^JJ in Guises organised by the 

converts were accepted in 

chief rabbinate but than 350 other 

finally acrept^mto theWj have M 

immigrants, who I have ^ ultra-orthodox rabbinical 

or convenors. Integral 

aoDlies to non-Jewish spouses even rf they do not intend to 
convert to Judaism. If the wife is not Jewish, the 
Srt considered to be Jews since Judaism only regards children 
of a Jewish mother as Jews. 

Drugs seized in northeastern Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran said Sunday its forces have seized 110 
kilogrammes of narcotics and arrested B suspe^edctealers m 
a haul in the northeastern province of Khorasan. TJ* Islamic 
Republic News Agency said the operation was corned out over 
thepast few days, but gave no other details. Thousands erf 
Iranians have been arrested in a nationwide campaign to check 
drug abuse and smuggling that began in 1988. Many people 
have been executed under a 1989 law that introduced the 
death penalty for drug-related offenses. 

Mali president begins visit to Syria 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Mali President Alfa Omar Cormaret 
arrived Sunday on a two-day visit to promote bilateral 
relations. President Hafez Al Assad met his guest at the 
airport and they drove straight to the presidential palace for a 
first round of talks, the official Syrian Arab News Agency 
(SANA) said. Their talks were also expected to focus on ways 
to revive the Non-Aligned Movement, which has been largely 
inactive sinoe the collapse of the Soviet empire. 

Ethiopia appeals to Iran for food aid 

NICOSIA (R) — Drought-hit Ethiopia on Sunday appealed to 
Iran for urgent relief aid to help some 6.7 million Ethiopians 
threatened with starvation, the Iranian news agency IRNA 
reported. IRNA said the head of the Ethiopian Red Cross, 
Jamal Abdul Qader handed Iran’s ambassador in Addis 
Ababa a letter to the Iranian Red Crescent asking for help. It 
said Mr. Abdul Qader “feared the possible spread of 
epidemics in his country as a result of the drought and said 
Western governments have been giving mere promises to 
alleviate the worsening situation of the Ethiopian people.” . 
Ethiopia says 6.7 million of its people needed food aid and has 
criticised the slow response to its appeals for help. 

Armenians of Iran hold low-key ceremony 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Thousands of Iranian Armenians 
gathered in church here Sunday to mark the anniversary of die 
1915 Armenian genocide in Ottoman Turkey, keeping the 
event low-key because of the Nagorno-Karabakh war. For the 
second year running, the authorities did not allow a public 
demonstration. Up until 1992. the Armenian community took 
to the streets of Tehran on the anniversary. Armenian leaders 
said the authorities wanted to keep the commemoration 
low-key to avoid tenskuL-as -fighting rages between Azeris and 1 
Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh, in neighbouring Azerbai- 
jan. Around 250,000 Armenians live in Iran, along with 10 
million Azeris who make up the country’s largest minority. 
Armenians, backed by historians, say that more than one 
million of their compatriots were massacred during World 
War I or perished in deportation marches from eastern 
Anatolia through die Syrian desert. Turkey disputes the 
charge of genocide, arguing there were deaths on both sides, 
and says the Ottoman Armenians sided with the enemy 
Russia. 

Iran calls for Muslims to provide arms to Bosnians 

TEHRAN (AP) — The president of the Iranian parliament 
called Sunday for Muslim countries to act in defence of 
Muslims in Bosnia and supply them with arms, the official 
news agency IRNA said. Ali Akbar Nategh-Nouri, who was 
speaking at the opening of parliament, charged that die 
Bosnian Serbs were getting support from the United Nations 
and Western powers and Muslim countries should ignore die 
U.N. imposed arms embargo. “Given that one cannot count 
on an application of U.N. resolutions. Muslim countries 
should lift the aims embargo against Bosnia to allow the 
Muslims of that country to defend themselves,” he said. He 
added that he had recently spoken to Pakistani and Malaysian 
officials, who were not identified, reaching a consensus on 
“the incapability of the United Nations to end Serb aggres- 
sion.” 

Canadian trade minister in Kuwait 

KUWAIT (AP) — Canadian International Trade Minister 
Roy Macjaren arrived m Kuwait Sunday on a brief visit aimed 
at improving commercial cooperation between tbe two conn- 
foes, The commercial officer at the Canadian embassy said 
Mr. MacLaren was scheduled to meet with the defence, 
co mmu nications, oiland commerce and industry minister 
before be leaves for Saudi Arabia. The officer, Barakat Boo 
Farhat, would not elaborate on the topics Mr. MacLarco would 

S<. W piS- hOS,S ' But . the state-run Kuwait News Agency 
Canadians were interested in building oil gathering 
S2J* 5, ;S5I! rt,ng ^ rinlling and refining equipment and und^ 

o^fnr^T^^ lCat,0nS pr °i ccts - BusinSs opportunities 
Partners are expected to increase dramatically 
when the government announces concrete steps toward 
privatisation of public services. ^ toward 
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Desens 

Jordan Valley 


— 5/24 
16/28 


Yesterday's high tempe r atures: Am- 
man 20. Aqaba 28. Humidity readings; 
Amman 34 per cent. Aqaba 25 per 
cent 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hussein Al Haj 984344 

Khaiifcb pharmacy 98S417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Gtvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 6311341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police ..... 192.621111.637777 


Td. 811295. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 

It wSI be warm and sunny with 
clouds appearing at different altitudes 
and winds northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


Amman 

Aqaba .. 


Min ./Max. temg. 

17/29 


AMMAN: 


Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Dr. Faycz Dabbas 

... 759155 


Dr. Yousef Rasbcd 

... S96301 


Dr. Hisham Kan'an 

,..826024 

Hotel Complains 

Fcrdows pharmacy 

...778336 

...637055 

Water and Sewerage 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

... 623672 
...636730 

Amman Municipality 

Yacoob pharmacy 

Shmcisani pharmacy 

NairoaDi pharmacy 

... 644945 
...637660 
...623672 
...847632 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Cab i 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs i 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

Jordan Tcicvaion ■ 

Radio Jordan 

DIBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Hfln 

Akpds pharmacy 

...279773 
..... (-) 


.... 121 

010230 

623101 


Water Authority omjiuu 

Jordan Beetriaty Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity. J. Aran ... 644281/6 
AkBcb Maternity. J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic. Abdab 666127/37 

Al-AhG. Abdali - 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrcco 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Ama! Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital (0 

Zaraa National Hospital .. (09V 

Ibn Sma Hospital (09) 

AlHibna Modem Hospital (99)990990 

BUD: 

PrinwwBati Hospital (02)275555 


Greek CathoBc Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital... (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess H*ya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) infrnmadoa depart- 
ment at tbe Oocen Alia International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always he verified. 

ABHVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

94:10 .... Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
6K09 ...................... DamHseusfRJ) 

9&4S Dhabran (RJ) 

19U9 .„ Muscat, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

lfc25 Aqaba (RJ) 

l<fc3S Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

11:25 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17:35 London (RJ) 

17:55 Cairo (RJ) 

1849 Frankfurt (RJ) 

1839 Chicago. Amsterdam ( RJ) 

2&00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Vienna (OS) 

5S ==!!?ESitt 

™ Aden (IY) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

W:39 Bucharest (RO) 

depastures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

j*£ Monacal. Toronto (RJ) 

ttS -Pans. Brussels (Rjj 

JtJ! Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

;;;;;; -,-vSHy? 

Jeddah (add) (RJ 

21^30 LaiiiacalRJ) 

22:50 Knak Lumpur. Singapore }rjj 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

SSo Khartoum (SU) 

13:50 Rome, (AZ) 

ss ==-*Er{3 

S3 

Bucharest (RO) 
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THE CULTURAL ROLE: Prime Minister 
Abdul Saiam Majali Monday attww>« a mix^ipg 
at the Ministry of Culture ’s new premises on 
WasE TeO Street. Dr. Majali said the m inkti ji 
can play a greater role through dr aw ing up 
cultural policies and super v is in g their imple- 
mentation. The prime mrnfow «n»rf on the' 
culture ministry to stimulate the work of the 
National Library, particularly in cultural activity 
tks, and that of pnbfic libraries in general. 


adding that there was a need for more libraries 
around the c ount r y and that the private sector 
coutd a«fat in tids area by financing some of the 
adtural projects. Minister of Cu ltur e Amin 
Mahmoud outlined the ministry's plans noting 
that it was setting up a adtural centre in Ma*aa 
and was cmrefitly cooperating with other minis- 
tries in executing the Amman Cultural Forum 
Project. 


Labourers union supports sales tax 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The controver- 
sial sales tax draft law has the 
“full support" of the Jorda- 
nian Labourers Federation 
Union (JLFU) because it 
protects limited income peo- 
ple, according to JLFU 
Secretary General Khaled 
Shreim. 

Observers believe thar the 
draft legislation, the first item* 
on the Lower House of Par- 
liament agenda of its extraor- 
dinary session, is expected to 
- be endorsed by the House 
after extended and heated 
debates by deputies who are 
. divided into three categories: 
those who suport the draft 
legislation as presented by 
the government, others who 
think it is necessary for Jor- 
dan’s economic reform but 
believe it needs amending 
and those who oppose die 
i draft lqgiriatiofl” and argue*; 
; that it.. will.. add to citizens’:. 

■ fi nancial "burden," especially 


limited income people. 

The JLFU’s position vis-a- 
vis the draft law has been of 
interest to many observers as 
labourers are representative, 
of the lower income citizens 
in the country. 

But speculation over the 
Union’s stand came to an end 
Sunday when the JLFU 
issued a press release saying 
that it s u pports the draft leg- 
islation. 

"After carefully studying 
the list of goods and services 
on which the tax will be 
imposed, the JLFU’s Execu- 
tive Committee decided that 
labourers will not be affected 
by the lists attached to the 
draft law," Mr. Shreim told 
the Jordan Times Monday. 

Mr. Shreim said the union 
had also sent letters to law- 
makers, Minister of Finance 
Sami Gammoh and Prune 
Minister Abdul Saiam MajaH 
informing them of the union’s 
..dedaosw! :• 

.V He said. many . people 
oppose the TLFU’s support 


for the draft legislation, but 
that such opposition would 
not alter the union’s stand 
because, he added, each 
group is entitled to hs own 
opinion. 

Meanwhile, Sunday’s 
meeting of the House was 
fuelled with confrontations 
between lawmakers and the 
government over controver- 
sial articles of the draft law, 
especially Article 6 which was 
described as the most impor- 
tant article of the draft leg- 
islation. Article 6 was 
by 32 out of 61 
ties who voted for the 
Financial Committee’s re- 
commendation to cut down 
the proposed tax from 10 to 7 
per cent, which, according to 
Mr. Gammoh, no longer 
serves die draft law’s major 
role as an economic reform 
measure. 

More disputes are ex- 
pected in today’s House 
meeting- which, will, resume 
debates jpn . the 51-axticle 
draft legislation.: 1 


Regional cooperation is a must in 
water, agriculture fields — Sqour 


By Rasa Husseim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Regional coop- 
eration is no longer a choice, 
and in the area of water and 
agriculture, it is a must for this 
region to progress and develop 
given the international political 
and economic variables, said 
.Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad Sqour. 

. Addressing the opening ses- 
sion Monday of a workshop 
on agricultural extension ser- 
vices in promoting the proper 
use of irrigation water and 
9 agro-chemicals at the farm 
level, Sqour said states do not 
exist in isolation and this has 
been Jordan’s call and practice 
at the Arab and international 
; levels. 

According to Minister of 
Agriculture Mohammad 
.Farhan the workshop is timely 
because local and regional and 
international events point to 
-the importance of the proper 
use of natural agricultural re- 
sources, irrigation water and 
modern agricultural produc- 
tion inputs, especially agro- 
chemicals. 

* “This realisation became 
stronger after it bec am e appa- 


rent that the improper use of 
natural . resources and agro- 
chemicals, poses a threat to the 
continuity of agricultural pro- 
duction and the safety of hu- 
mans and environment, over 
and above its direct impact on 
. the fanners themselves,’* Mr. 
Fariian said. 

Mr. Fariian voiced concern 
over several indicators on 
natural resources and modern 
. production inputs, saying that 
they are being used improperly 
for reasons that differ between 
- countries. Some countries, he 
added, lack the appropriate 
funds to conduct parallel tech- 
nological research and they be- 
come incapable of generating 
the needed technology to 
generate the technical, econo- 
mic and ecological viability. 

Mr. Faifaan further said that 
. proper use of irrigation water 
and agro-chemicals at the farm 
level represents a formidable 
task, a d d ing that the responsi- 
: bility of implementing this task 
lies on the agricultural exten- 
sion institution in each country 
of the region. 

He called on public and 
senri-public institutions, popu- 
lar organisations, ‘industrial 
and commercial establishments 


in private sector especially the 
ones that manufacture and im- 
. port agro-chemicals and irriga- 
* tion systems to promote the 
proper uses of these inputs. 

Antonio Kharat, represent- 
ing Food and Agriculture 
Organisation said “today, agri- 
cultural sustainability is a topic 
of major concern to all na- 
tions.” He said “the proper use 
of irrigation water and agro- 
chemical are two major ele- 
ments that would insure sus- 
tainability.” 

Mr. Kharat said the work- 
shop will examine the current 
structures and functions of the 
systems involved in this pro- 
cess to reach practical recom- 
mendations on the future 
methodologies and strategies 
best suited to achieve agri- 
cultural sustainability, with 
emphasis on human resources 
responsible for its implementa- 
tions, and finally identifying 
the ■‘natural agricultural re- 
sources that .deserve quick 
attention. 

The four-day workshop is 
J by the Regional 
on Agrarian Reform 
and Rural Development for 
the Near East (CARDNE) and 
the FAO. 


NMC tops up its quartet festival 
with Austrian Mozarteum Quartet 


. By Jean-Clande Elias 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The First Quar- 
tet Festival organised by the 
National Music Conservatory 
(NMC) — Noor AI Hussein 
Foundation month will reach 
its climax on April 26 and 27 
when the celebrated Austrian 
Mozaitemn Quartet of Salz- 
burg performs at two dinner 
conceits at the Jordan Inter- 
Continental Hotel. 

Professor Karlheinz 
Franke — 1st violin, Mr. 
Nilss Sflkalns — 2nd violin. 
Dr. Heinz Kraschl — viola 
and Professor Heinrich 
Aminger — cello are neither 
amateurs nor beginners. 
With an impressive record 
exceeding 3,000 concerts and 
broadcasts, several discs re- 
leased and numerous parti- 


cipations in music festivals 
around the globe, the Mozar- 
teum Quartet brings the best 
of Austria to Jordan. 

The quartet will play works 
by Beethoven, Haydn, 
Schubert and, it goes without 
saying, Mozart. The prog- 
ramme will, however, be 
different each night. 

Listening to a CD record- 
ing of the Mazarteum playing 
three of Mozart’s “Haydn 
quartets" one is irresistably 
taken to a world of superior 
musicianship. 

The four artists show a 
sense of perfect balance of 
tempo, timbre and synchron- 
ism — qualities that come 
only with years of experi- 
ence. 

Talking to the Jordan 
Times about the event. Dr. 


Stigelbaner, the Austrian 
ambassador to Jordan, de- 
clared be considered the 
cultural relations berween 
countries to be at least as 
important as the political and 
economic ones. 

Musicians from Austria 
will regularly come to Jordan 
from now on he affirmed. 
Future presentations may 
also include non-classical, 
more ‘’exotic" music. 

The Mozarteum Quartet 
performances are organised 
by the NMC in cooperation 
with the Austrian embassy. 
Hotel Inter-Continental, Au- 
strian Airways, the Austrian 
National Tourist Office and 
the SBM Company. 

The proceeds of the events 
will go to the NMC scho- 
larship fond. 


Majali confirms move to help bail out RJ 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Saiam Majali con- 
firmed on Monday that the 
government had derided to 
increase the capital of Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) and help the 
national carrier reschedule 
part of its domestic debts. 

Dr. Majali, addressing a 
press conference at the Prime 
Ministry, said the guaranteed 
move to settle S49 million 
(about JD 35 million) of RJ’s 
external debts by the govern- 
ment and add that amount to 
the capital of the airline was 
part of a move towards even- 
tual privatisation of the air- 
line. 

With the infusion, the 
capital of the airline will rise 
to JD 57 million — part of 
the way towards an eventual 
capital of about JD 70 mil- 
lion, a figure recommended 
by international experts as 
the minimum acceptable 
capital of an airline the size of 
RJ. 

The prime minister, who is 
known to have taken a per- 
sonal interest in closely fol- 
lowing up the affairs of the 
airline — he makes unsche- 
duled appearances at RJ 
board meetings — said the 
capital boost comes in imple- 


mentation of a decision taken 
in 1989 to help RJ overcome 
its problems caused by heavy 
debts accumulated over the 
years. 

The first stage in the plan 
emails converting RJ into a 
wholly government entity be- 
fore offering shares to the 
private sector, he said, in an 
indirect reference to a recom- 
mendation made by interna- 
tional consultants Arthur 
Anderson after a study con- 
ducted in 1992. 

Another consultancy firm, 
KPMG Peat of London, is 
conducting a closer study and 
assessment of the airline 
under the supervision of a 
Jordanian technical commit- 
tee. The study is expected to 
recommend the best mechan- 
ism for the gradual trans- 
formation of the airline into a 
private-sector entity with 
majority Jordanian control. 

Further moves by the gov- 
ernment to streamline the 
affairs of the airline. Dr. Ma- 
jali said, will depend on the 
outcome of the KPMG study 
and its recommendations. 

Figures released in January 
put the total debts of the 
carrier at JD579 million 
against assets worth JD 534 
million. The bulk of the debts 



Abdul Saiam Majali 

— around JD 370 million — 
are external, mostly out- 
standing lease payments of 
Airbus aircraft the airline 
purchased in the late 80s 
Year -end figures put the out- 
standing lease payments at 
JD 301 million. 

Earlier this month. RJ 
Vice-President Majdi Sabn 
underlined the rising per- 


formance of the airline, in 
terms of passenger and cargo 
traffic and gross earnings. 

According to Dr. Sabn. 
the gross earning of RJ in the 
first quarter of this year rose 
by lb.5 per cent to JD SI 
million over the correspond- 
ing period of 1993. P;isscnger 
traffic went up by 1S.9 per 
cent and flight occupancy 
rates rose from So.? per cent 
to 64 per cent, he said. 

In the immediate short- 
term, RJ could be expected 
to maintain a high perform- 
ance for the rest of the year, 
given the usual rise m passen- 
ger traffic during the Haj 
season ami expatriates com- 
ing home for the summer 

vacation. 

It is known that RJ u j 
lucrative airline, particularly 
with its connections between 
North America and Europe 
with Asia and the Far East. 
But the cost of debt servicing 
weighed ii down heavily, 
leaving it to make do with 
many essential changes with 
the scarce funds available. 

The study conducted by 
Arthur Anderson in 19*/2 re- 
commended that the capital 
of the atrime be raised to at 
least Si 00 million as the first 
step. It proposed that the 


local creditors of RJ be giver, 
proportionate equity for n 
period of two years dun:;" 
which foreign investors, in- 
cluding the external credi- 
tors, are given an equity op- 
tion. 

The overriding factor in 
any such considc ration, otii- 
ciuk say, is that at no por.it 
will the government consider 
any move that might let go ol 
Jordanian controlling interest 
in the airline. Effectively, 
that means the government 
itself and state-run agencies 
hang on to a minimum of 51 
per 'cent of the shares until 
such time the Kingdom’s pri- 
vate sector steps into take 
over. 

Transport Minister Adcch 
Halasa told Parliament in 
Januarv Royal Jordanian has 
not only served as the King- 
dom’s proud flag -carrier biit 
also as. ;tn essential compo- 
nent in the overall state struc- 
ture of Jordan. In addition to 
offering employment to ne.ir- 
lv 5.0(11 Jordanians, the air- 
line also uses the services and 
products ot hundreds of local 
industries and businesses. 

Financial considerations 
should not be the only fact. 1 : 
that governs any decision oil 
the future of the ait line, Mt 
Halasa emphasised. 


Jordan, Pakistan agree 
to expand trade relations 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
and Pakistan Monday agreed 
on expanding cooperation in 
trade and on matters related to 
training workers, the exchange 
of technical know-how and 
joint ventures. 

Agreement was concluded 
following three days of talks 
conducted through the joint 
Jordanian-Pakistani Economic 
Committee at the Ministry of 
Planning during which a wide 
ranee of topics related to trade 
and economic cooperation was 
reviewed. 

The Jordanian side pre- 
sented the Pakistani team with 
a list of national products that 
could be exported to Pakistani 
markets including medicines, 
paints, gas ranges, gas heaters 
perambulators, refrigerators 
and electrical switches, accord- 
ing to a statement following 
the signing of.minutes of deli- 
berations 

•The statetMnt said the’two‘ 
sides agreed 'to organise- trade 
exhibitions in the two countries 
to promote the sale of national 


products and set up a joint 
commirtee to follow up on this 
matter. 

The two sides also agreed to 
speed up work on the imple- 
mentation of two joint ven- 
tures, one for the manufacture 
of phosphate-based fertilisers 
in Pakistan and a phosphoric 
add project in Jordan. 

The minutes provided for 
training of Jordanian person- 
nel in the manufacture of 
pumps manual equipment and 
textile machines in Pakistan. 

Jordan is to benefit from 
Pakistan’s expertise in agricul- 
ture, and the two sides will 
cooperate in the leather, tex- 
tile auto spare parts and gar- 
ment industries, probably 
through joint ventures by the 
private sectors. 

According to the statement, 
the commirtee decided on me- 
asures that would pave the way 
for future cooperation in com- 
munications; health: science 
and- technology^- culture -and: 
civil aviation. 

The statement added that 



The secretary general of (be Ministry oT Planning, 
Safwan Toukan (right), and the under-secretary 
of the Ministry of Economic Affairs in Pakistan, 


Afthaba Ahmad Khan Monday sign minntes of a. 
trade cooperation agreement In Amman (Petra 
photo) 


Jordan currently exports phos- 
phate and fertilisers to Pakis- 
tan and imports Pakistani 
medical equipment and 


textile products among others. - 2 .and Afthab Ahmad Khan- 
The minutes were signed by under-secretary of the Ministry 
Safwan Toukan. the Ministry of Economic Affairs in Pakis- 
of Planning Secretary General tan. 



Minister of Planning Ziad Fariz Monday pres- 
ides over a meeting with a visiting Chinese 


. parliamentary delegation headed by Wang Ch&o 
Chu (Petra photo) 


Visiting parliamentarian to tell Beijing 
of consequences of blockade on Aqaba 


AMMAN (Petra) — The head 
of a visiting Chinese par- 
liamentary delegation Monday 
said he would convey to the 
Chinese government the nega- 
tive consequences to the Jorda- 
nian economy caused by the 
blockade on the port of Aqaba 
and the extent of suffering it 
has inflicted on the Jordanian 
people. 

Wang Chao Chu said (hat 
the Chinese people deeply 
sympathise with the Jordanian 
people in this matter and hope 
to see a speedy solution to the 
problem. 

Mr. Chu. who was speaking 
at a meeting with Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Taher Masri. heard from 
the speaker about Jordan's 
persistent complaints against 
the harassment of international 
shipping and the delays in the 
import-export operations re- 
sulting from the interception of 
Aqaba-bound vessels. 

Working in coordination 
with third world countries, 
China is striving to set up an 
international order in which 
the interests of ail nations 
would be treated on equal 


footing, said Mr. Chu. 

Referring to the Middle East 
situation. Mr- Chu said there 
can be no settlement except 
through peaceful negotiations 
which could ensure the restora- 
tion of the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people in con- 
formity with u.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 

Mr. Masri had said Jorda- 
nian parliamentary delegations 
would be sent to various na- 
tions including China to pre- 
sent the Aqaba siege cose and 
demand a lifting of the block- 
ade which, he said, came as a 
result of regional conflicts in 
which Jordan was never in- 
volved. 

With regard to the Middle 
East. Mr. Masri said Jordan 
seeks a settlement that would 
ensure stability for the whole 
Arab nation, and therefore the 
Kingdom is placing all its 
weight behind the .peace 
efforts. 

Discussion at the meeting 
which was attended by the 
Chinese delegation members 
and house deputies covered 
topics of concern to third world 


nations and the role which 
China could play in world 
affairs through its permanent 
membership on the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Mr. Chu later Monday met 
Minister of Planning Ziad 
Fariz who pledged that Jordan 
would offer all possible facili- 
ties in order to boost bilateral 
cooperation and increase in- 
vestments. 

Dr. Fariz said Jordan hopes 
that the joint Jordanian- 
Chinese Economic Committee 
which is due shortly to hold a 
meeting in Amman would heip 
The two countries exchange ex- 
pertise and promote trade and 
economic relations. 

In renewing the develop- 
ments in Jordanian-Chinese 
trade, Dr. Fariz said Jordan 
has been importing Chinese 
products at the rate of JD50 
million and exporting only 
JD16 million worth of Jorda- 
nian goods to Chinese markets 
annually. 

He said the Kingdom was 
hoping to increase its phos- 
phate and potash exports to 
Chinese markets. 


Family feud results in 
killing of neighbour 


By Rana Hu&seini 
Special to the Jordon Times 

AMMAN — A 28-year-old 
Wadi Mousa man Sunday 
was killed by his neighbour 
after he allegedly interfered 
to stop a fight between two 
families, a Civil Defence De- 
partment (CDD) report said. 

Mahmoud H.F.'(24). who, 
according to police, confes- 
sed to killing his neighbour 
Ayed M.F. (28), told police 
that he had had an argument 
with his wife, and she left 
home to seek refuge at her 
family's house. He said he 
followed her there and 
started. arguing with her two 
brothers. A neighbour heard 
them shouting and came to 
check the matter, a CDD 
official told the Jordan 


Times. 

The suspect said when the 
argument became heated 
with his brothers-in-law they 
'started fist fighting and the 
neighbour participated in the 
fight. Mahmoud drew a gun 
and fired several times at the 
three men. 

According to the report, 
the neighbour died instantly. 
The two brothers. Abdul 
Nour M.M. (30! and Ibrahim 
M.M. (25), were both listed 
in critical condition. 

The report said the suspect 
also suffered minor injuries 
and was listed in fair condi- 
tion. 

According to the CDD 
official, the suspect was being 
held by police for further 
investigation. Police declined 
comment on the incident. 






CREATIVE FLAIR: Iraqi designer Hana Sadeq Beraudo wears 
one of her own creations which will be shown in a fashion show 
of her 1994 collection including silver accessories at Ammon's 

Philadelphia Hotel Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 


THE AMERICAN EMBASSY 

in Amman, Jordan, has the sad duty to 
announce the death on April 22, 1994, of 
former President of the United States 

RICHARD MILHOUS NIXON 

The embassy will open a condolence book 
for signature in the USIS lobby at the 
embassy, April 25-28, 1994, between the 
hours of 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
May God rest the soul of the departed and 
grant comfort to his family 
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United we stand 


K 1?. P.CYAL Highness Crown Prince Has- 


ssr!'s cai: -Sunday for reassessing regula- 
tions assaac in the wake of the 1988 decision 
to sever Fegal and a dminis trative ties with 
the West Bank in order to facilitate the 
handling of issues pertaining to West Bank- 
ers in Jordan is a welcome development. 
Ever since the 1988 decision, confusion 
marked some of the dealing with the Palesti- 
nians living in the occupied West Bank and 
West Bankers who moved to Jordan after 
the 1967 war. The problem was compound- 
ed by the fact that these people had Jorda- 
nian nationality and carried valid Jorda- 
nian passports that entitled them to equal 
treatment as Jordanian citizens; many of 
them have children born in Jordan and 
studying is Jordanian schools. The saudden 
change of those people’s legal status caused 
hardships, both personal and economic. 


The problem appears to still affect so 
many people five years after the 1988 
decision. The 1988 step was political, in- 
tended to give Palestinians an opportunity 
to represent themselves in their quest to 
c tEisr.r national rights. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
yssterdey rsnght to quell any misconcep- 
tieas as to &e new directives by stressing 
that the rer^amination of the procedures 
h>d no “poetical dimensions’ and was only 
iaieaded to improve the current facilities 
extended to the Palestinians. Latest de- 
**rk*pm»KS. especially those related to the 
impsadii’g Palestinian self-rule and to the 
movement o’ future Palestinian officials in 
and out ef the West Bank and border 
crossing ai the bridges, require an updating 
of the exlsfeg regulations pertaining to our 
PaJestiflisn brethren. 


■—•Lb"*. - >* 


ve; riding factor must be on the 
mi lids of Jordanian officials. Whatever 

the 70 ’s A’aS reasons for the 1988 decision, it 
is neither visible nor desirable to separate 
the two peoples that aspire for a united 
feare. VvMle asserting the Palestinian 
identity lor.'f'.y, Jordanians and Palestinians 
p/fi keen on keeping the seeds of a united 
i’iJjre 53 D.ace. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNJS. in Al Ra’i daily criticised the media for 
r.iixnte: prating or distorting statements by Israeli Prime 
Minister Ystiluk Rabin who never said he would end the 
settlements in the event of peace. Mr. Rabin never said that he 
would srAi b.ic’c Arab lands free of any settlement but rather 
v c-.jlz remove some settlements for the sake of achieving 
peace with 5>ri:> and the Palestinians, said Tareq Masarweh. 
The nnier said Mr. Rabin never said his government would 
t'd\) h-irltmert U.N. Security Council resolutions, and this 
has :o re taken ".'to consideration by the Arab parties involved 
:r. ii-u peace ?;>. cs,s. What Mr. Rabin said was that Israel can 
f !v* c r ;:ccfp» ;be idea of dismantling the Jewish settlements as 
c:d in Sinai 2 s a price it has :o pay for peace, according to the 
rtri'er. Those who put words in Mr. Rabin's mouth were naive 
people who could not absorb Mr. Rabin's words and realise his 
real intentions, added Mr. Masarweh. Even with regard to die 
Syrian Golan, he said, Mr. Rabin has said that some of the 
seitJemems could be removed but never did be say that the 
whole area would be cleared of the Israeli settlers. According 
to the writer, Mr. Rabin has said Israel would never order any 
of its citizens to leave his land for security reasons. 


A NO * r!ER COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily focused attention 
\i-. Rabin's visit to Moscow stressing that the Israeli 
r .-n c:'s : Element claiming that it was intended to ensure 
.* n-Mosco v coordination in the peace process was a 
!'. :c deception. Mi. Rabin is visiting Moscow in order to help 
2 Zionist lobby inside the Kremlin that would prevent 
*~y .-.Mi? iniluence on the Russian leaders and ensure no 
cv i 'p-.- ration between Moscow and the future autonomy rule 
government in Palestine, said Mahmoud Rimawi. He said that 
cv;n rhoueh Moscow is known to be secure within the orbit of 
American influence, Mr. Rabin insists on pursuing bis attempt 
to secure full subjugation by Moscow to the U.S.-Zionist will. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G- Khoun 


Finally, pragmatism triumphs over self-righteousness 


Seven months after the signing of the Palestinian-Israeli 
declaration of principles in September, the negotiations for the 
interim period of self-government in Palestine are nearly 
complete and within a few weeks the implementation of the 
accord will start Three important developments in the last 
week strengthen my belief that the process now under way will 
ultimately succeed: the participation of an Israeli delegation in 
the multilateral water talks in Oman; the statements by the 
Israeli prime minister and the agriculture and economics 
minister to the effect that Israeli settlements in occupied 
Palestinian and Syrian lands will eventually be dismantled; and 
the statements by Hamas officials that their organisation will 
make peace with Israel within its pre-1967 borders, and that 
Hamas wishes to participate in the self-government arrange- 
ment in Palestine in the five-year interim period before the 
final status of the occupied territories is agreed upon. 

Ail three of these developments are important because they 
symbolise the pragmatic, realistic and conciliatory trend that 
.must dominate the minds of all in the region if we are to make 
the peace process work and to lay the groundwork for a more 
stable and peaceful region. They symbolise, in essence, the 
triumph of the politics of inclusion over the mindset of selfish 
self-ri gh teousness. The Arabs, Israel and the leading Palesti- 
nian group opposed to the Arafat-dominated PLO have opted 
to work within a political context that recognises the reality 
and the rights of those they have always adamantly opposed 
■and fought. This is good news for those in this region who 
value pragmatism over diplomatic rigidity and who place a 
greater value on realism than on ideological purity. 

The Arabs effectively said in Muscat that an Israeli state 
that ends its occupation of Arab lands and lives alongside a 
self-determinant Palestinian state will be accepted in the 
region — which is Israel's greatest wish. The Israelis effective- 
ly said that they recognise the incompatibility between 
occupation and peace — which is the Palestinians’ and the 
Arabs' greatest wish. Hamas effectively said that it recognises 
the futility of remaining as a marginalised and negative voice 
of maximalism and rejection at a time when everyone else in 
the region is moving towards compromise and coexistence — 
which is the greatest wish of all those Arabs and Israelis who 
look forward to a future Middle East based on political 
pluralism and participatory governance. 

Yasser Arafat, his Fateh group anti their political supporters 
in the Palestinian diaspora have had a rough time recently and 
have suffered a great deal of opposition and ridicule. This will 
change quickly, I believe, in the coming weeks, when the 
Israelis start to withdraw from Gaza and Jericho, the 


Palestinian self-governing authority starts to materialise and to 
wield real power and international financial aid and private 
Arab investments start to flow into Palestine. I predict that 
Arafat mil regain much of his support when the self-governing 
arrangements come to life in May and that the dubious 
scepticism that- now dominates the Palestinian and Arab 
national psyches will be replaced by an energetic determina- 
tion to turn Palestinian interim self-government into the core 


phase of Palestinian self-dete rmination and sovereignty. 
The Israeli ministers' statements about ultimately disman- 


tling settlements are extraordinarily important. It is no 
surprise, however, that they have been greeted with yet more 
Arab scepticism and doubt, for the Arab psyche remains 
distorted by the after-shocks of many decades of failure in foe 
battle against Zionism and the state of Israel. It is time to snap 
oat of this historical haze and to recognise the real movement 
that is taking place in the minds of the Israelis, and in ours. 

The Israeli ministers’ statements come in the wake of 
repeated requests by an increasing number of Israeli settlers 
for Israeli government financial assistance to allow them to 
move out of the settlements and to relocate within Israel’s 
1967 borders. That this should be happening even before the 
peace accord is implemented strikes me as a rather profound 
statement of political feet and a positive harbinger of things to 
come. Clearly, there is no future for the settlements, in their 
present status, under Palestinian, sovereignty — and there 
should be no doubt in anybody’s mind that Palestinian 
sovereignty is what we will see materialise in the years to the 
end of this decade. 

Instead of dampening the impact of the Israeli ministers' 
statements, the Arab World should respond to them with a 
challenge and a promise: the challenge for Israel to translate 
its words into deeds and the promise that the Arabs will live 
alongside Israel and accept it as a state in our region if and 
when Israel affirms its willingness to coexist with Palestinian 
sovereignty and to implement all relevant United Nations 
resolutions on the Palestine question. 

In this context, .Hamas’ sudden declaration about its 
willingness to coexist with an Israeli state in its pre-1967 
borders are highly significant. In recent years, Hamas and 
other Islamist groups have taken over from the Palestinian 
leftist/nationafist groups the mantle of hardline rejection of 
negotiating or coexisting with Israel. Bat Hamas, like Israel, 
sees the writing on die wall It recognises, and now admits, 
feat the present power configuration in the Middle East is not 
tenable for long. Israel recognises that its power and subjuga- 
tion of Arab rights cannot continue forever, for several 


support, the moral and psydi ^ determination of 

ta continued occupation ofodiers 

the Arabs to right t he wr0 J 1 S s . . isiamist allies cannot 

At the same tune, Ham* L-“or LirMlitical credibility 
expect to retain their PJ pl £? ty idealism, ^jectionism and 
solely on die basis by Hamas and 

emotional sloganeering ■ Th Palestinian lefties in 

other Isla mi sts to join forces been intriguing, but 

opposing the PLO-Israel peace ptoto Been: 

^ineffective - mainly SErinS 

reactionist maximalism of _ Ie ®S and 

thi Middle Eastern pragmahsmftat dehnes ^ 

SXr« - 

«assr«=MeSssiSSi 

SSS g"t.m;ti«ayoutof 

the nolitical process that the national majority has agreed 
^TySn ^TSy » be relegated bitalM 
historical footnotes of self-destructive political irrelevance. 

Most Arab feel that the PLO and the ^ b SOve^entsare 
making too many concessions to Israel and getting httle in 
return: I would suggest that this is incorrect and that, in fact, 
we are starting to see the Israelis making the big concessions 
that we have long demanded of them. The 
required much time, bpl it is finally under way. Israelis 

prime minis ter and other ministers to speak publicly of the 
eventual dismantling of Israeli settlements, and to stress that 
the final peace accord that will be negotiated in the comingfew 
years will be based on definitive territorial withdrawals strikes 
me as quite an important step forward. 

It is time now for Arabs and Israelis alike to cease decrying 
the concessions that each makes to the other as signs of 
weakness and instead of focus on the mutual gains that both 
sides arc making. For the first time in nearly a century of 
Arab-Israeli confrontation, we may have the opportunity to 
stop talking about winners and losers and instead to speak of 
collective victories, mutual gains and the simultaneous 
affirmation of several continguous national identities. 


M. KAHIL 



Resistance to the U.S. unite Asians 


By Elaine Knrtenbach 

77je Associated Press 


TOKYO — Just five months 
ago, President Bill Clinton 
stood beside Asian leaders in 
Seattle and proclaimed a 
“new Pacific community.” 

But the reality is a growing 
series of spats between the 
United States and Asian 
countries that are souring re- 
lations nearly everywhere. 

From Bombay to Beijing, 
Asians chafe under U.S. 
pressure on trade and human 
rights. Asian nations, long at 
odds with each other because 
of the cold war and historical 
rivalries, gradually are find- 
ing they have something im- 
portant in common: resist- 
ance to the American agenda 
for Asia. 


“There is a near-universal 
unhappiness with the U.S. 
policy presentation," said 
Charles Morrison, an Asia 
specialist at the East-West 
Centre in Honolulu. 

In contrast with the 
ascendency of China and 
Japan, the higher profile 
taken by the United States in 
Asia recently has tended to 
undermine American influ- 
ence rather than reinforce it. 

Most governments, aside 
from Communist North 
Korea, still strongly favour 
the U.S. military presence in 
East Asia. The welcome mat 
also is out for American busi- 
ness, and U.S. culture is 
ever-popular with young 
Asians, if not their elders. 

But U.S. attempts to use 
tirade policy to influence such 
issues as labour standards 
and tolerance of political dis- 
sent have antagonised practi- 
cally every nation in the area. 

During his election cam- 
paign, Mr. Clinton accused 
tlien-prcsidcnt George Bush 
of supplanting universal 
ideals of freedom and demo- 
cracy with pragmatism. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and other Clin- 
ton administration officials 
now contend that closer eco- 
nomic ties with Asia, which 
takes nearlv two-thirds of all 


U.S. exports, require broad- 
er agreement on such issues 
as human rights. 

Winston Lord, U.S. assis- 
tant secretary of state, 
summarised that position in 
his confirmation hearings a 
year ago: 

“Open societies do not 
attack one another. They 
make better trading partners. 
They press for environmental 
reform. They do not practice 
terrorism. They do not pro- 
duce refugees. To be sure, 
areas of Asia lag behind the 
march of history.” 

To Asians, such comments 
suggest that Washington does 
not view them as equals. 

“This holier-than-thou atti- 
tude rubs most Asian 
societies the wrong way,” 
said Bob Broadfoot, head of 
the Political and Economic 
Risk Consultancy in Hong 
Kong. 

He cited such tactics as 
chastising China on human 
rights and Jajpan for its trade 
surplus, criticising Singa- 
pore's judicial system over 
the flogging sentence for an 
American youth and attack- 
ing Indonesian labour poli- 
cies. 


While North Korea re- 
mains repressive, the Com- 
munist regimes in China and 
Vietnam have at least offered 
their citizens more economic 
freedom. In the rest of South- 
east and East Asia, growing 
affluence has brought unpre- 
cedented freedoms, political 
as well as economic. 

Asian leaders bristle at the 
U.S. approach, pointing out 
that the United States is not 
perfect either. Repulsed by 
reports of violent crime and 
dismtegrating families in the 
West, many Asians say they 
willingly trade some free- 
doms for stability and 
security. 

“People who preach also 
should practice in order to be 
credible.” Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad of 
Malaysia said in a magazine 
interview. “The U.S. has 
preached, but quite often it 
has not practiced.” 


On the issue of greatest 
urgency m the region. North 
Korea’s nuclear programme, 
Asian leaders have shown a 
growing confidence in work- 
ing together, sometimes in a 
direction different from what 
Washington would like. 

In an unprecedented flurry 
of regional diplomacy last 
month, both President Kim 
Young-Sam of South Korea 
and Morihiro Hosokawa, 
then the Japanese prime 
minister, visited Beijing for 
talks N on the North Korean 
issue? 

Fearing a violent backlash 
from the unpredictable North 
Korean leadership, Asian 
leaders counselled patience 
and dialogue. Together, they 
appear to have dissuaded 
Washington from trying to 
isolate the reclusive Com- 
munist nation further with 
economic sanctions. 

U.S. criticism of China's 
suppression of political dis- 
sent, and its threat to with- 
draw Most-Favoured-Nation 
trade status, have scant sup- 
port in Asia. 

Instead of adding Japan's 
considerable economic lever- 
age to Washington's push for 
human rights, Mr. Hosokawa 
told Chinese officials in Beij- 
ing he did not approve of the 
U.S. pressure. 

“It is not sensible for West- 
ern countries to impose their 
values of democracy on other 
countries,” he was quoted as 
telling Premier U Peng. 

When Chinese authorities 
rounded up more than 100 
activists who demanded com- 
pensation for Japanese bru- 
tality in World War II. Tokyo 
made an inquiry, but no offi- 
cial protest — a dear contrast 
to Mr. Christopher’s public 
outrage over the detentions 
of 17 dissidents during his 
own visit. 


Beijing has since detained 
more dissidents, making it 
even more. difficult for the 
Clinton administration to 
find reasons to extend the 
special trade status, which 
expires June 6. 

“In the changing political 


landscape of Asia, China is 
emerging more dominant 
than it was, th ank*; to its 
rapid economic growth and 
its billion-plus population,” 
the Bangkok Post said in an 
editorial. “On the other 
hand,. American influence is 

wanging. 

When President Kim of 
South Korea proclaimed a 
“new Asian era" in an 
address to Japanese lawmak- 
ers in March, he spoke not of 
Washington, but of Seoul, 
Tokyo and Beijing. 

"We should share a lofty 
and grand vision encompas- 
sing the spacious Pacific that 
can strike a responsive chord 
in the minds of two billion 
Asians,” he declared. 

. Kazuo Ogura, a senior offi- 
cial in the Japanese Foreign 
Ministry, says Asia is taking 
back many “rights" it con- 
ceded during the colonial era 
and during the cold war, 
when resistance to Commun- 
ism came first. 

Japan's military aggression 
earlier in this century left 
bote tee Japanese and their 
neighbours leery of domina- 
tion by any power. China 
inspires a similar wariness. 

The friction between Japan 
and tee United States within 
an otherwise stable rela- 
tionship suggests teat, as the 
economic competitiveness of 
Asian nations grows, so will 
the challenge to U.S. influ- 
ence. 

By foiling to treat Asians as 
equals, the United States is 
jeopardising its long-term in- 
terests in the region, said 
Yozo Yokota, professor of 
international law at Interna- 
tional Christian University in 
Tokyo. 

“The role of self-righteous 
superman might play well in 
domestic politics, but it's far- 
cical in international rela- 
tions,” he said. 

In Washington, theposi- 
_tion is far different. iWle 
and good relations are seen 
bote as important in them- 
selves and as tools to prom- 
ote human rights, which tee ' 
Americans regard as uni- 
versal.' 



LETTERS 


A new vision for 
education 


To the Editor: 


WITH REFERENCE to Dr. Ahmad Majdoubeh's article 
“Teaching as a participatory process with teacher as coach” 
(Jordan Times, March 24), I would like to second all what Dr. 
Majdoubeh- has raised in bis article. 

Even though the teaching/leaming process has made fast 
progress in Jordan over the last years, some defective methods 
of education are still used, feriiishihg the whole process. The 
overall situation of our teachers' and students is not so 
pleasing. 

Generally speaking, our students are passive and hardly 
creative; their role is to copy whatever the instructors say. 
During examinations, they just rewrite the information they 
have memorised and give it back to the instructor. This trend 
destroys the minds of the students and kills their creative 
thinking and innovation. 

This problem originated at school and so does its solution. 
Students should be taught how to study on their own; how to 
read; how to understand; how to generate ideas and pass 
thoughts without being fully dependent on the teacher. 
Instructors, whether at school or university, should also be 
prudent enough and practical in their dealing with their 
students. Further, all instructors should take courses while 
studying, attend educational workshops and seminars about 
tee modern methods of teaching. Certainly, not any person 
holding a PhD degree is well qualified to teach students; there 
should be something further! 


Qusai Anwar Al Ttaebyan, 
Yarmouk University, 

Irbid. 


Misleading news 


To the Editor: 


WHEN ^ AI ?. ING on e of the Associated Press's articles 
entitled feraehs tense after spate of bloodletting" (Jordan 
Times, April 10) one is irritated by tee tone of the argument. 

,K^ e0 Sl e are , USe ^/°i^ e ^Seration of some reporters and 
then obviously ^misleading judgments. But when this exaggera- 
Uon emends to very sensitive matters, like tee conflicts 
between Palestinians and Israelis and the peace process, such 

22“ w £“L d ° n, y convey an incompletepicture of the real 
situation . Considerations should be given to both sides at 
least, if the article was to make much sense 

r !S. ctI0 . n of ^ Palestinians to the mosque massacre is 
™ iniS* toC' "Sf** it was a reaction and not 

is the first time in history 88 t . erronsm - 

being killed daily bv alniahti; c ^* en throwing stones and 

PrlpagandS TS £% ^ terrorists ' 

the whole of a national oninin^tK^^u^L ®* 10 condition 

As any other issue, the P p a lestin^rt U ^ lth r irCh f? parsument ' 
reported with more honestv so^tlut a ™ 1 C P. nfllct has to be 
■know the truth. eSt ^’ ^ at tbe world can be able to 


Claudia Rafick Huwari, 
Yarmouk University, 
Irbid. 


readers cm S” ^ f. mtr jbutions from its 

for publication, however should intended 

and preferably address ’as name 

upon request and under spedal Jh^, ? ** w,thb *ld only 
subject to editing . 77»e f)SL ? mst;mces - Utters are 
return of unused manuscript / * ^ res P° rt »We for the 
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'^Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 


^Former Palestinian delegates 
warn against self-rule accord 

SSncSf— United Nations Security Conn- bat I think it is the right 


U.S. accepts Jordanian proposal 

(Continued from p see 1) berarion Organisation (PLO) a certain main track 


~ former head 
° °J.^j 1 5,^ a * estmian teain to the 
s 0jl „ Middle East peace talks 

cdib-iih wai ? ied T Monda y toat attacks 
;srri n Israeli targets would 

m* S3 SS 51 * rf the agreement 
and did not stop illegal Israeli ac- 

i>no u ,n ? ons in ^ occupied tenitor- 
; n ?-bu t ics. 

„!?. ^ Negotiator Haidar Abdul 
J/ainof Shafi released a statement 
^ ni a nd signed by about one-third of 
'■ n a nd toe 24 former negotiators and 
■«bior. other Palestinian political fi- 
‘ c . w eek ^ytog the agreement 

ieiplc lQ |o do something about 
lers. bur - *? s “ settlements, approp- 
politic natin g Palestinian land and the 
ill soon annexal i on of East Jerusalem, 
r and s ,amon g oth er issues. 

! sonif.i “? have that I was 
dia 2 agarast the IsraeU-PLO (Pales- 
iv, ha® Liberation Organisation) 
•‘aercM agreement because it will not 
r>,har;„ Iead to a comprehensive, just 
■ J * ace ” Dr - Abdni 3136 told a 
‘•ice ipress conference. 

IS Under the self-rule agree- 
•n fan me . nt toat could be finalised in 
q ' Cairo within a week, those 
, sensitive issues are to be post- 
r'. , poned until a final settlement 

. ? f 4 within five years. 

' ![* “The signing of such an 

• \ nai agreement will not prevent the 

S. 1 ** continued struggle of our peo- 
s i,n * p pie against the illegal actions of 
, > % . the Israeli occupier in the occu- 
‘Ccrymj pied Palestinian territories,” 
iigns ci said the statement read by Dr. 
•f* Abdul Shafi, the Gaza physi- 

uur. o( ci an used to head the Palesti- 
uni[ v to man delegation to the talks in 
; P*afc of Washington, 
taneoui ~ . 

s The three-page statement 

said intermittent initialled* 

agreements between Israel and 

the PLO, as well as the subst- 
ance and direction of the nego- 
tiations, did not indicate that 
Israel was preparing to with- 
* draw from all occupied terri- 
tories. 

The statement said public 
support among Palestinians for 
the agreement was hinged on 
the idea that they would bring 
about the implementation of 


CSS hi 

kraelii 

>' w" the 
*v, that 
ling jevi 
s iirikp 


iiens ci 
'■■*' both 
uury o! 
unity io 
P*afc rf 
taneoui 
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United Nations Security Coun- 
cil resolutions 242 and 338, 
which stipulated Israel would 
withdraw from the occupied 
territories in exchange for rec- 
ognition. 

“Instead Israel is succeeding 
through these agreements in 
consolidating its illegal un- 
ilateral actions such as the 
e st a b li shm ent of Israeli settle- 
ments, the appropriation of 
land and the annexation and 
Judaisation of Jerusalem " the 
statement said. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi, 74, a re- 
spected leader in the occupied 
lands, has rejected an offer by 
PLO chief Yasser Arafat to 
head the Palestinian National 
Authority. 

“I have rejected all offers to 
be involved in any Palestinian 
authority,” he said. 

Palestinian intellectuals have 
for some months criticised the 
PLO and Mr. Arafat for failing 
to consult on the peace process 
and making too many conces- 
sions in the peace talks. 

But Monday’s petition was 
the first time anyone outside 
rejectionist guerrilla factions 
publicly talked of refusing to 
recognise a PLO-Israei agree- 
ment. 

It came as negotiators from 
the two sides tried to wrap up 
an agreement in Cairo on li- 
mited self-rule for Palestinians 
in Gaza and the Jericho area of 
the West Bank. 

None of the group is a fac- 
tional leader or activist likely 
to organise violent resistance 
to Israel or Palestinian self-rule 
after it begins. 

But their endorsement of 
continued violent struggle 
would be a setback for the 
PLO. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi, regarded 
as an elder statesman by 
Palestinians throughout the 
occupied territories, said it was 
too early to talk about with- 
drawing support from the PLO 
itself. 

But he added: “I cannot 
predict what is going to happen 


Inn 1 think it is the right of the 
people to resist occupation 
trader all circumstances.” 

Asked if be would recognise 
the legitimacy of a Palestinian 
police force, to be deployed 
straight after an accord, he 
said: “It all depends on the 
agreement that is going to be 
signed." 

The petition said the Oslo 
ppace process showed Israel 
used peace talks to gain inter- 
national legitimacy. 

The group said the PLO was 
in effect helping Israel to 
ignore resolutions 242 and 338. 

Signers of the petition in- 
clude former negotiator Ghas- 
san A1 Khatib. Samir Abdullah 
who holds a senior position at 
the Palestinian development 
agency PECDAR, and human 
rights activists Raji A] Sourani 


(Continued from page Z) 

ance of poshing for progress in 
all four tracks ana we look 
fo rw ard to understanding the 
importance of comprehensive 
peace. 

“We talked about the re- 
sumption of the four bilateral 
trades at Washington, D.C., 
and as soon as I complete this 
visit to the Middle East. 

“We particularly agreed on 
the importance of moving for- 
ward to rapid implementation 
of the declaration of principles 
between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians after they con- 
dude their agreement which 
we hope will be in the near 
future,” added the secretary. 

Answering a question on 
Israeli criticism of Jordan over 
the presence of Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas) 
activists in the Kingdom, King 
Hussein reaffirmed Jordan's 
recognition of the Palestine Li- 


as the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people. 

“We do not recognise any 
other organisation and will not 
allow any other group to oper- 
ate in Jordan in a manner that 
would threaten to divide the 
Palestinians," he said. 

The King said Arab coor- 
dination in the peace process 
had not been to the desired 
level to tackling "such serious 
matters" and expressed hope 
that it would “rise to the 
aspired-for level.” 

In a television interview la- 
ter, die King said be was en- 
couraged by the progress in 
peace talks. "It seems that 
peace is heading towards the 
region,” he said. “We aim at 
stimulating matters towards a 
positive direction. I under- 
stand that they (the U.S.)... 
are enthusiastic about peace 
and that there was progress on 


a certain main track and very 
encouraging." 

After his talks with King 
Hussein and on Tuesday in 
Riyadh, where he is expected 
to meet ministers from all six 
Gulf Arab states. Mr. Christ- 
opher is expected to seek to 
push the Syrian-Israeli track of 
negotiations. 

Mr. Christopher is aiming an 
this trip to reinvigorate Arab- 
Israeli peace oiks that were J 


Gorazde wounded evacuate* 

(Con ti nu e d from page 1) Yugoslav side of the bo 


Maj. Holloway said Gorazde 
was mostly quiet but that Bos- 
nian Muslims were shooting 
sporadically at retreating Bos- 
nian Serbs’ 

“There is no more blood on 
the streets of Gorazde. There 
are no more deaths, pain and 
screams," said Enes Musovic. 
a ham radio operator from 
Gorazde. 

Helicopters flew out 85 


thrown off course in February , m0 un*d on Sandav. On Mon- 
when an Israeli i settler tailed ^y. as warplanes* Sew o«r- 


when an Israeli settler tailed 
more than 30 Palestinians at 
the Ibrahimi Mosque in Heb- 
ron. 

Formal bilateral peace nego- 
tiations involving Israel, Syria, 
Lebanon and Jordan were ori- > 

f inally set to resume in April I 
ut have been pushed back to { 
May. 

Israel and the PLO have 
resumed separate talks to im- 
plement die autonomy accord 
signed last September. 


and Raji Sbihadeb. » Z~Z Z zp ZZ T 

Dr. Abdui shsfi sud they Mu sail welcomes Israeli comments 

were not forming a new politic- ... , . , . 

al grouping oractivety recruit- (Coatinbed from page 1) some ^complamis fromsome request of its leader 
mg people to sign the petition. » - ^ - 

But they could rake further 
undefined steps if Palestinian 
public responded favourably to 
the petition. 

The three-page petition 
mentioned Jerusalem four 
times. In last year’s Oslo 
agreement the PLO and Israel 
postponed discussion on the 
future of Arab East Jerusalem 
until final status negotiations in 
two years* time. 

But meanwhile, Israel is 


busy building bousing and in- 
frastructure for a greater Jeru- 
salem area stretching well into 
the West Batik. The housing 
ministry plans to build 6,000 
units in the financial year 1994/ 
95, most of them on occupied 
Arab land. 

Leading Palestinians from 
inride the territories visited the 
PLO’s Tunis headquarters in 
January to present much the 
same list of complaints. But 
they returned saying PLO 
leaders had paid little attention 
and there has been little con- 
tact since. 


^Investigators probe Geagea, followers 


h\ » 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Thursday for questioning ab- 
Lebanese - investigators ques- out the Chamoun killings and a 
. . tioned former Christian war- Feb. 27 church bombing that 
. lord Samir Geagea and several killed 11 people. Several LF 
n followers on Monday about tiie members have been arrested 

X.C.SS it 1990 murder of a rival Christ- for the church bombing. 

<a nci s ^ leader and the attempted Security sources said two 
murder of a government minis- Geagea bodyguards, Nabil 
no haid ter _ Abu Al Nasr and Joseph 

aor * "This is the final chapter in Geagea, were also being in- 

;ition ill clearing up the remnants of the terro gat ed about a foiled 1991 

Thi> u<* civil war,” a government offi- assassination attempt against 

r iifJi cial said of the crackdown on then Defence Minister Michel 

Dr. Geagea and his Lebanese Al Mure, a Christian. 

> *»luw. Forces — once the strongest Mr. Murr was slightly. 
>n. h rt * Christian civil war militia. wounded by a car bomb that 

, .iml Christian critics say the killed eight people. 

inadt offensive by the Syrian-backed The two suspects were 
ild also' government of Prime Minister among abont 160 Geagea 

with ilr Rafik Al Hariri is not ba- bodyguards and aides detained 

u >L -> wi lanced. They say the govern- with him on Thursday. Most 

liars at*- me nt wants to crush the Christ- have been freed, the sources 

m\ per' ians who emerged weakened added, 

icnu.ii-' . by the war. The government decreed an 

Troops fired in the air on amnesty, for civil war crimes m 

Sunday at the headquarters of 1991 but officials say the link- 

: the Maronite Patriarch Nasra- ing of LF members with the 

' I ah Boutros Sfeir to disperse church bombing has put Dr. 

tl >* 500 Geagea supporters trying Geagea outride its terms. 

to force their way in to see Dr. Geagea has also isolated 
Patriarch Sfeir after Sunday himself politically by refusing 
mass. to join two cabinets since the 

ft The army had haired wor- war and officials say the action 
shippers from mass after the against him will not cause trou- 
pa triarch asked the govern- ble in the Christian commun- 
ment to prevent a planned ity. ' 

sit-in at his headquarters by If convicted Dr. Geagea 
Geagea supporters, patriarch could face the death penalty, 
officials said. which has been reactivated in 

.V> f; Judge Munir Hnein, who is Lebanon. The first execution 
i.rc' y ] ' : investigating the murder of jn 11 years took place Saturday 
i'. •' : r oir ' Dani Chamoun and his family, in Sidon. 

issued an arrest warrant A court source said mem- 
l;i' d-K against Dr. Geagea on Sunday bers of the LF security services 

,1 k- & after a 10-hour interrogation. allegedly “confessed that Dany 
.Mote* - Chamoun, his wife and two Chamoun’s assassination was 
fi‘,411* sons were shot at their home ordered by the head of the 

lt1i h & on Oct. 21, 1990, eight days (former militia), Ghassan 

after Syrian troops stormed the Touma ” who was sentenced m 

. Huisv - Christian enclave and ousted absentia to 20 years in prison 

Vn> rebel General Michel Aoun. tor las role m an abortive plot 

V * officially ending Lebanon’s 15 to tall President Elias Hrawi. 

j years of civil lar. „ « re P orted 10 1x5 

Vat**-' Chamoun had dose ifinks to ?£iv nr 

Gen. Aoun, Geagea's arch nv- On Thursday -Dr. Geagea 

.p.- —i told reporters his conscience 

’’,1 1 1= Dr. Geagea was detained on was clear, saying "I am inno- 

No political implication in move 

. n Palestinian wives of Jordanian 

c«U ^ (Contfened from page D mc ^ ^ ^ 

1° '* According to Mr. Hammad, 

.rori^ . ^ . £ nr <^udv Jordan will be reviewing these 

It** students cotMg here for^ regulations in the lightof poli- 

■ , t . r r^ and .^ e . We5t 3^. deal developments in the re- 
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cent but I am ready to cooper- 
ate with the authorities." 

Chamoun, the son of late 
Lebanese President Camille 
Chamoun, was secretary 
general of the Christian con- 
servative National Liberal Par- 
ty as well as a member of the 
political leadership of the LF 
militia. 

He was killed after he broke 
ranks with Dr. Geagea and 
threw his support behind Gen. 
Aoun, who waged a "war of 
liberation" against the Syrian 
military presence in Lebanon 
and fought the LF. 


mitment to a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East, the 
prime minister said Jordan will 
be ready for discussing all 
issues related to the peace pro- 
cess when it resumes. 

He said Jordan will take into 
consideration developments on 
other tracks of the negotiations 
which will lead to peace 
treaties in accordance with the 
Madrid formula. 

Dr. Maj all repeated Jor- 
dan’s rejection of Israel’s “illo- 
gical” demands to sign a peace 
treaty before resolving the 
issues on the agenda for the 
talks signed by the two coun- 
tries in September last year. 

He said the objective of the 
negotiations is to reach a peace 
treaty but only after all issues 
in the agenda have been re- 
solved. 

In reply to a question on the 
status of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, in Jordan, 
Dr. Majali reiterated that Jor- 
dan does not accept "any illeg- 
al grouping” and will only deal 
with the PLO as the repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people. 

Dr. Majali said Jordanian 
relations with some Gulf Arab 
countries have improved but 
said “some issues" remain un- 
resolved between the Kingdom 
and Saudi Arabia. 

. .“Time will reveal it ail and 
the day will oome when the 
brothers will realise that we did 
not do them any wrong at all," 
the prime minister told foreign 
correspondents at the Prime 
Ministry. 

Dr. Majali held the Jorda- 
nian media responsible for the 
failure of the reconciliation 
efforts among Arab states, 
adding that Jordan received 


students coming here for study Jordan will be revi 
Sd we trended residence regulations in the I 
for 2 764 West Bank- ncal development 

the destitute and certain cases 

for nftoole who work here, in members or tne 1 

dlSt lawyer trainees a nd bemrion Orgamsa 

S. Africa goes to polls today 

(Continued from page 1) ring an unimagnaj 


ring an unimaginable upset — 
make him Africa’s last white 
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the nril 27 the reporters after an emergency 

could be free. On April 4# ws "rr r 

people of South AfncawUlbe cabinet meeting. 

draped The independent electoral 
FtE&VZ? commissicS almost 23 mil- 

^ U2IHS- 1 1 !am AAfmU turmM ha omno 


President De Klerk, whose 
apartheid reforms will bar_ 


cabinet meeting- 

The independent electoral 
commission said almost 23 mil- 
lion people would be going to 
9,000 polling stations. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listing s are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

THE FIRST QUARTET FESTIVAL 

■£r “The Mozarteuzn Quartet of Salzburg” at the Hotel 
Inter. Continental at &00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

it Lecture hi Arabic on the Egyptian art of graphics by artist 
Atiyah Hussein at Darat Al Fun on of the Abdul Hameed 
Shoman hi Jabal Luuretbdeh at 6:00 p.m. 

T.VJ5 PROGRAMME 

'it Weekly programme by T.V^-Europe station entitled 
“Montagne’ at the French Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

NEWS ROUND-UP 

1 5r ABC Weekly News Highlights and the MacNeO-Lehrer 
News Hoar at the American Center at 5:00 p.m. 

DRAMA RECITAL 

"it Drama recital In Arabic by Mr. Khalil Qandil at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Art and Culture at 7:00 p.m. 

FILM 

it Film in French entitled “Dan ton” at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation in Jabal Amman at 7:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

it Exhibition by artists Dr. Afi Ghoul, Hussein Da’seh, 
Adrian Al Sharif, Abdul Hussein Tawajj, Salman Abbas, 
and Hafez Al Droubi at OrfaH Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 

■it Exhibition; of women’s home-made products { inducting 

ceramics, sweets and handicrafts) at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ Exhibition by paintings by artist Bahijah Al Hakim at Alla 
Art Gallery (TeL 639303). 

* “Spring Exhibition” of Jordamau industrial products at the 
World Exhibition Centre, University Road (21:00 a.m. - 
10:00 p jn.) (TeL 847113). 

■it Exhibition by artist Mustafa Al Hailaj at H»lMlm» Art 
Gallery, Gardens Sl (TeL 687598). 

it Exhibition by artists Aha Anunoura, Dorothy Mango, Hind 
Naser, Jahine Saaf, Lucy Mario, Tete Wegelius at Ab’ad 
Art Gallery (lOtiW a,m. - 6:00 p.m.) (TeL 819861). 

☆ Exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at the Italian 
Language Centre (9:00 ajn.*8:00 pjn.) (TeL 669348} 

■it Jordanian-Iraqi contemporary exhibition by over 80 artists 
at Ain Art Gallery in Wadi Saqra (9t30 a.m-8.*00 pun.) (Tel. 
644451). 

☆ Exhibition of sculptures and drawings by Jordanian scnlp- 
tor Samer Tabbaa. Also showing “permanent” exhibition of 
56 Arab contemporary artists at Darat Al Fnmin of the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal Luweibdeh 
(TeL 643251/2). 


some complaints from some 
Arab Gulf countries about re- 
pons carried by the country’s 
unofficial media, 

“The role of the press was 
not positive in improving rela- 
tions.” Dr. Majali said, ex- 
pressing an opinion he has 
projected earlier. 

Dr. Majali, who said the 
media "shoulders 95 per cent 
of the responsibility" for the 
tension in relations with the 
Gulf, said Jordan had told 
countries which complained 
that the media in Jordan are 
free and “we have never 
guided (them),’’ adding that 
foe Press and Riblication Law 
bans foe publishing of news 
that harm friendly countries 
and legal cases have been laun- 
ched against those who 
violated foe law. 

Pointing out that the govern- 
ment cannot control the unoffi- 
cial press. Dr. Majali said, 
“foe role played by foe official 
media towards Arab relations 
is positive and there was no- 
thing in them that could be 
interpreted as offensive to our 
brothers in the Arab coun- 
tries." 

Responding to a question on 
whether Egypt was trying to 
undermine Jordan's role in the 
region. Dr. Majali said that 
Egypt and Jordan had strong 
relations and the two countries 
look into means of strengthen- 
ing • them. 

The prime minister said Jor- 
dan played a mediation role in 
_the Yemeni ^conflict upon the 


request of its leaders who trust 
foe wisdom of His Majesty- 
King Hussein. But he said 
there are differences in Yemen 
that might have become per- 
sonal which makes foe imple- 
mentation of rhe reconciliation 
agreement signed in Amman 
difficult. 

The prime minister said: 
"We believe in the Iraqi peo- 
ple. their freedom and (the 
need) to lift the injustice in- 
flicted upon them.** 

The Iraqi people, he sjid. 
“are free in tneir choice of its 


“are free in their choice of its '• 
leadership and we do not irn- i 
pose our opinion on them be- ! 
cause we do not allow j 
ourselves to interfere in the ( 
affairs of others." 

Asked about the reported 
involvement of an Arab coun- 
try in the assassination of 
Jordanian diplomat Naeb 
Maaytah in Beirut in January, 
Dr. Majali said the results of 
the investigation conducted by- 
foe Lebanese authorities did 
not name any country behind 
the assassination. 

The prime minister said the 
two suspects arrested in the 
case admitted that their orga- 
nisation, Abu Nidal group, 
assassinated Mr. Maaytah be- 
cause it "was not happy with 
Jordan's policy." 

It was “a big plot; too many 
people were involved," said 
Dr. Majali. adding that the 
assassins had planned to kill 
the Jordanian ambassador in 
Beirut. 


head, two British Sea King 
helicopters carrying more 
wounded touched down at 
Sarajevo's Kosevo stadium. 
Subsequent flights brought 
! several dozen more wounded 
to Sarajevo, 

j Between 400 and 600 in 
; Gorazde sttii await evacuation, 
» said spokesman Peter Kessler 
! of foe United Nations High 
■ Commissioner for Refugees 
: 1 UNHCR L 

< Dr. Genevieve Begkoyian. a 
; UNHCR physician, said there 
[ was seme sniping in Gorazde 
! Monday, complicating efforts 
j to get people from their homes 
\ to the stadium where the heii- 
I copters were waiting. 

[ Serbs delayed the helicop- 
! ten by making them land at a 
: checkpoint for inspection and 
; UNHCR staff on Sunday saw 

• civilians tailed by snipers as 
) they tried to cross a bridge 
i over the Dnna, U.N. officials 

• sa:d. 

1 A i4-:ruck convoy carrying 
; 90 tonnes of aid arrived in 
' Gorazde Sate Sunday, the first 
j relief convoy since foe Serb 
j offensive. 

I Another convoy of 10 trucks 
j carrying SO tonnes of food was 
i blocked crossing Bosnia on 
; Monday, and the UNHCR in- 
{ structed it to return to the 


Yugoslav side of the bon*. , 
said Candace l*S::c. a 
UNHCR spokesman. It will try 
again Tuesday. 

By Saturday night, ipnrr 
than 715 people had been kil- 
led and 1.970 wounded 
Gorazde. Mr. Keuler said. Be- 
tween 200 to 300 people died !n 
the Gorazde hospital because 
of lack of staff, equipment and 
supplies. Seth shells killed 
several. 

Serbs have won control of 
large pieces of foe 200-square- 
kilometre enclave, j U.N.- 
declared "safe area" that » 
home to -about 65,000 residents 
and refugees. 

The Bosnian Serb militarv 
says its forces captured 170 
square kilometres, and hun- 
dred'. of Serb refugees were 
returning to the area, the Bos- 
nian Serb SRNA new^ agency 
reported. 

It also said .VI Serb soldiers 
were killed and I Ml wounded 
in rhe Gorazde offensive. 

Countless, cease-fires have 
collapsed in Bosnia's tuo-vear 
old war. This time, NATO was 
threatening to punish defiance, 
and more major players par- 
ticipated. 

Bosnia's Serbs, armed hv the 
federal Yugoslav army, laun- 
ched the war in April I'W 
when they rebelled against a 
Muslim-Croat vote for inde- 
pendence from Serb- 
dominated Yugoslavia More 
than 200,000 people have been 
killed or arc inivang. 

Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev called (or 
NATO to abjndon the threat 
of air strikes against the Bos- 
nian Serbs. "History has 
taught us that :t is impossible 
to achieve a victory over rhe 
peoples of Yugoslavia by such 
methods," he said. 


Israel, PLO study package 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Shohat said Israel and 
foe PLO still differed on em- 
ployment, currency, value 
added tax and import policy 
and duties. 

"We are not ready to define 
the number of (Palestinian) 
workers that will cross over 
(into Israel) or ... be obliged to 
pay them compensation if and 
when there is a situation in 
which they cannot come over." 
he said. 

"The Palestinians are de- 
manding this and it is un- 
acceptable to us." 

Mr. Shohat said Israeli nego- 
tiators in Paris already had 


given the Palestinians "a num- 
ber of things that (hey wanted" 
but without a completed agree- 
ment "they cannot get them." 

The two sides have already- 
agreed on industry, agricul- 
ture, tourism and petroleum. 

In Paris on Friday, chief 
PLO negotiator Ahmad 
Qouriea told Reuters foe eco- 
nomic talks were making prog- 
ress but foe crucial trade issue 
remained to be solved. 

Israel wants open markets 
with the territories and is de- 
manding the Palestinians set 
Israeli-level customs tariffs on 
all but a limited list of goods 10 
avoid becoming a gateway for 
smuggled goods, he sakL 
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©or states seek own economic forum 


WASHINGTON (R) — Tired 
shouting in the dark, poor 
n ^.tions are considering setting 
v.p a permanent forum to lobby 
their wealthy neighbours for 
better aid, debt and trade 
deals. 


The Group of 24 (G-24) is 
considering creating a perma- 
nent Secretariat, said Willy 
Zapata, Guatemala's central 
bank president and chairman 
of the G-24 which comprises 
eight Latin American, eight 
Asian and eight African na- ’ 
lions. 


He told a news conference 
held as part of the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF)- 
Worid Bank spring meeting 
that a working group compris-' 
es representatives from nine 


G-24 member states will soon 
be set up to study the creation 
of a secretariat and other prop- 
osals for Third World develop- 
ment. 

Mr. Zapata said it was too 
early to tell what changes will 
be introduced, “but the feeling 
is that some changes are neces- 
sary.” 

In a report presented to the 
IMF-Worid Bank meeting, G- 
24 nations urged industrial 
countries to give them more 
aid, easier debt terms and bet- 
' ter trade treatment. 

The problem is that' the 
group has been making such 
appeals eveiy six months — at 
every IMF-Worid Bank meet- 
ing for most of its 22 years of 
existence — and not always 
achieving the desired results. 


A permanent secretariat, an 
idea that emerged earlier this 
month at an informal G-24 
meeting in Cartagena, Col- 
ombia, would help the group 
follow up on its quest for im- 
proved living standards in the 
developing world. 

Addressing the G-24 meet- 
ing here. World Bank Presi- 
dent Lewis Preston said the 
developing nations' overall 
outlook was good. 

But the acknowledged that 
economic growth was bypas- 
sing some of the poorest na- 
tions. especially in Africa, and 
promised to seek additional 
aid. “The bank continues to 
work with its donor country 
members to increase aid 
volume,* he said. 

In their report, the G-24 


ministers hailed the “en- 
couraging growth prospects of 
the world economy.” 

But they said much remains 
to be done to improve the 
prospects of many developing 
nations where living standards 
have declined for most of the 
past two decades. 

The report urged wealthy 
states to strengthen their sup- 
port for poor nations' re- 
forms,'* particularly in the 
form of additional concessional 
assistance, improved access to 
export markets and...outright 
reduction of the debt stock.” 
“In this context... the con- 
tinuing application of subsidies 
and taxes by a number of 
industrial countries disstorts 
international market shares.* it 
said. 


To make matters worse, it 
added, some wealthy nations 
are increasingly using “en- 
vironmently and social justi- 
fications for non-tariff trade 
restrictions* on poor countries' 
exports. 

The successful conclusion of 
the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade's Uruguay 
Round is likely to boost world 
commerce and help developing 
nations in the medium and 
long-term. 

But the group warned that 
some of the poorest countries, 
especially food importers, may 
surfer a short-term negative 
impact, especially if they lose 
trade preferences afforded- by 
bilateral or multilateral agree- 
ments. 


World Bank report says standards 
6f living improved for world’s poor 


Washington (ap) — The 

World Bank Monday reported 
substantial progress for many 
of- the world's poor with Asian 
countries mating the largest 
strides and Africa failing be- 
hind,- 

^"Hundreds of millions of the 
wprid’s poorest people have 
achieved substantial improve- 
ments in their living standards 
oyer, the past 20 years, 
although the progress has been 
uneven across countries,” a 
bank statement said. 

jThe bank report, “Social in- 
dicators of development,” 
showed improvement in the 55 
countries with lowest income 

uiiiAx. 


and a population of 3.2 billion: 
Lire expectancy Increased 
fiiom 53 to o2 years since 1970. 

. .-Income per capita rose 
ftjoim $190 in 1975 to $390. 

!- Infant mortality decreased 
b|i- one-third since 1970. 
{-Access to safe water rose 
fifom 33 per cent of the popula- 
tion, in 1985 to 68 per cent. 

• j - Primary school enrollment 
has increased 36 per cent in the 
pbst-20 years. 

: “We are making progress 
bui it is not fast enough," said 
bank President Lewis Preston 
ifc ‘-a statement issued with the 
.report. 

- The bank noted that about 
30 per cent of the population in 
the developing world, one bil- 
lion people, are living on about 
$Ta day. 


G-7 officials see tamed inflation, further growth 


WASHINGTON fR) — The 
Group of Seven (G-7) coun- 
tries said Sunday that global 
inflationary pressures seem 
largely contained and saw little 
reason for the slowly streng- 
thening recovery to be inter- 
rupted by the upturn in long- 
term interest rates. 

In a statement following five 

bouts of talks by financial 
ministers and central bank 
chiefs, the G-7 howeveT, 
agreed to cooperate dosdy to 
help keep a lid on excessive 
volatility in the currency mar- 
kets and pledged to help Rus- 
sia secure critical debt resche- 
duling. 

“We continue to believe ex- - 
change rates should reflect 
economic fundamentals and 
that excessive volatility is un- 
desirable,* 1 U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Lloyd Bentsen said 
in a statement. 

At the same time, the state- 
ment made dear that officials 
believed that inflation was 
touted and that the rise in 
long-term rates reflected that 
expectation that the global re- 
covery would continue on 


track. 

“We agreed the fun- 
damentals are good, and we 
reiterated that inflation re- 
mains under control,” Mr. 
Bentsen said, adding that “in- 
flationary forces remain sub- 
dued, even in places where 
growth has exceeded expecta- 
tions.” 

But not everything was 
sweetness and light. “We rec- 
ognised that the contrast of 
strong growth in some econo- 
mies and weak growth in 
others could seriously delay a 
narrowing of external pay- 
ments imbalances,” Mr. Bent- 
sen said. 

And unemployment remains 
“unacceptably high,” he 
added. 

The statement reinforced 
the belief that the worst may 
be over for the global economy 
as it adjusts to vast economic 
changes associated, in part, 
with the end of the cold war 
and the emergence of vast new 
economic strength in the 
em er g in g economies of Asia. 

“GoDectiveiy we are more 
encouraged than we have 


been,” Mr. Bentsen said. 
“And I must say I was pleased 
to hear the optimism around 
the table.** 

Mir. Bentsen said there was 
general agreement that the 
growth strategy that the G-7 
put in place last year was work- 
ing. That strategy involves de- 
ficit reduction in the United 
States, lower interest rates in 
Europe, and action by Japan to 
ensure strong domestic de- 
mand and a smaller trade sur- 
plus. 

To combat the world’s stub- 
bornly high level of unemploy- 
ment, the G-7 must implement 
more vigorously die growth 
strategy set up last year, Mr. 
Bentsen said.. 

“We recognise that exces- 
sive unemployment in some 
countries results from structu- 
ral impediments to job crea- 
tion,” he said. “We all need to 
pursue policies to strengthen 
our labour markets and em- 
ployment systems.” 

A senior U.S. official said 
that in a meeting between Mr. 
Bentsen and Japanese Finance 
Minister Hirohisa Fujii prior to 


the G-7 meeting, Mr. Bentsen 
had renewed calls on Japan to 
do more to stimulate demand, 
and to cut its trade surplus. 

Mr. Fujii, however, said that 
the United States had made no 
“big demands,” and rejected 
economic forecasts released 
this week by the IMF as too 
low. He told reporters that his 
economy would pull out of a 
three-year slump this year to 
grow foster than the 0.7 per 
cent forecast by the IMF. 

German Finance Minister 
Theo Waigel also predicted 
gpod growth, saying the Ger- 


Riisria wants a more generous 
debt rescheduling deal from 
the Paris Club this year and in 
1994 and made a pitch for 
more private investment for his 
country. 

He emphasised he did not 
believe his country was in a 
position to add to its own 
deficit because of the need to 
make large repayments. 

“I believe we mil reach 
agreement in May or June, but 
we need a good agreement 
with the Paris Club,” Mr. 
Shokhin said. 


The best results have been in 
East Asia, the bank said, the 
• worst in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Emmanuel Jimenez, head of 
the bank's poverty division, 
said in an interview that coun- 
tries with the best record in 
alleviating poverty, both in 
terms of increasing income arid 
improving quality of life, have 
followed a two-track approach. 

They have followed a disci- 
plined economic policy and 
they have invested heavily m 
human resources through 
education and health care. 

“Countries that have done 
both of them together have 
bad the best success,” he said. 

He picked out Thailand as a 
particular success. Bank fi- 
gures showed that life expec- 


somewhat from 45 to 52 years 
and child mortality dropped by. 
35 per cent. 

Resutls for some other coun- 
tries in the last 20 years (to 
1992): 

- India; Life expectancy, 50 
to 61 years; income, $160 to 
$310 per capita; safe water 
access, 31 to 75 per cent; infant 
mortality, 132 to 79 per 
thousand. 

- Pakistan: Life expectancy, 
49 to 59 years; income $130 to 


$420 per capita: safe water 
access. 25 to 56 per cent; infant 
mortality, 140 to 95 per 
thousand. 

- Indonesia: Life expectan- 
cy, 49 to 60 years; income, 
$210 to $670 per capita; safe 
water access, 11 to 42 per cent; 
infant mortality, 114 to 66 per 
thousand. 

-Nigeria: Life expectancy, 
42 to 52 years; income $320 to 
$480 per capita; safe water 
access, 45 to 46 per cent; infant 
mortality, 135 to 84 per 
thousand. 

- Philippines: Life expectan- 
cy, 58 to 65 years; income, 
$340 to $770 per capita; safe 
water access, 50 to 81 per cent; 
infant mortality, 64 to 40 per 
thousand. 

-Turkey: Life expectancy, 
58 to 67 years; income $830 to 
$1,980 per capita; safe water 


tancy in ^Thailand rose from 60 
to. 69 since 1970 while income 


per capita rose from $670 to 
$1,840 since 1980. Infant mor- 


tality was cut m half and access 
to safe water rose from 25 per 
cent of the population to 72 per 
cent. 

China, with 12 billion peo- 
ple, showed an increase in life 
expectancy from 64 to 69 years 
from 1970 and an increase 
from $270 to $470 in per capita 
income since 1988. 

The worst results were in 
sub-Saharan Africa excluding 
South Africa. In this region 
income dropped from $570 per 
capita in 1980 to $350 in 1992. 
However life expectancy rose 


access, 68 to 92 per cent; infant 
mortality. 140 to 54 per 


mortality, 

thousand. 


EiHSf-S Turkey seeks IMF relief for ailing economy 


per cent, for above a 0.9 per 
cent IMF projection. 

The G-7 spent a consider- 
able amount of time discussing 
economic reform in Russia and 
during the meeting met with 
Russian officials, including 
Russian Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Alexander Shokhin, who 


ter Alexander Shokhin, who 
visited tiie meeting held in 
Washington’s histone George- 
town District. 

Mr. Shokhin told reporters 








ANKARA (R) — An Interna- 
tiona] Monetary Fund (IMF) 

‘ team will start folks in Ankara 
this week on a stand-by agree- 
ment to rescue Turkey's 
floundering economy. 

Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
called in the IMF to restore 
confidence after a rapid econo- 
mic deterioration highlighted 
by the collapse of three small 
banks in the past three weeks. 

Officials said the IMF mis- 
sion was expected to arrive 
Friday following preliminary 
talks in Washington, where 
Economy Minister Aykon 
Dogan and other senior econo- 
mic officials are attending the 
semi-annual IMF-World Bank 
meeting. 

Turkey, where inflation, 
public deficits and interest 


VateS are spinning out of con- 
trol, may seek short-term relief 
in stand-by credits worth up to 
-65 per cent of its IMF quota of 
642' million Special Drawing 


Rights ($900 million). 
••• Ercan Uygur, an ecc 


• Ercan Uygur, an economics 
professor at Ankara University 
. and former central bank advi- 
said the IMF might also 
- offer Turkey an extended fund 
{ability — a three-year prog- 
"famine designed to cure 
■- structural balance of payments 
problems. 

.. 'IMF approval would make it 
easier for Ankara to return to 
- foreign capital markets wary of 
Turkish risk after Moody's and 
Standard and Poor’s cut Tur- 
* key’s rating twice this "year. 
•"'.“Considering the present 
prcumsfonces, Turkey has no. 


option but to ask -for IMF 
assistance,” Mr. Uygur told 
Reuters. 

He said the IMF was likely 
to seek price rises, lower real 
wage levels, a further foil in the 
value of the lira, cuts in public 
spending, liberalisation of 
foreign trade, abolition of sub- 
sidies and quick privatisation. 

Ms. Ciller's conservative- 
Sodal Democrat coalition gov- 
ernment has begun moving 
down this path, despite critic- 
ism from" unions, teftwing 
politicians and the Islamist 
Welfare Party that the “im- 
perialists” of the IMF will im- 
pose their will on Turkey. 

If she wants the coalition to 
survive, Ms. Oiler may have to 


heed pressure for democratic 
reforms from her minority So- 
cial Democrat partners, who 
are uneasy about her economic 
programme. 

On April 5, Ms. Ciller 
announced austerity measures 
including one-off taxes, public 
sector price rises, closure of 
some state firms, foster priva- 
tisation and state spending 
curbs. 

The initiatives on taxation 
and privatisation are still under 
debate in parliament. 

Some officials say Ms. Gl- " 
ler's 1994 revenue target of - 
$3.5 billion from selling off • 
state enterprises is unrealistic. " 
They expect the process to - 
raise no more than $2 billion. ' 


India mullscreating 
free trade zone 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
t» J by Henri Arnold md Wat Arghfan 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to fonn 
four ordinaiy words. 


DOORE 


PEUGEOT 605 


THE UNITED AUTOMOBILES TRADING CO. 

SOLE AGENTS FOR AUTOMOBILES PEUGEOT 
King Hussein Street ■ AbdaJI Tel. 665731/2 Fax 663024 P.O.Box 6016 Amman - Jordan 

IRBED 

Tei. 244725 P.O.Box 2205 Hakama Street - Irfcld 



NEW DELHI (R) — India is • 
considering a plan to convert ^ 
tiie Andaman "and Nicobar is- •* ; 
lands in the Bay of Bengal info ■ \ 
a free trade zone on the pat- 1 
tern of Hong Kong and Singa- 
pore, a minister was quoted as 
saying Sunday. 

Minister of State for Exter- 
nal Affairs Ragbiinandan Lai 
Bhatia told reporters in the 2* 
northern City of Amritsar 
Saturday that Indian business- r -\ 
men in Hong Kong and Thai- * ;< 
land had urged New Delhi to ;! 
make the islands an open trade " i 
centre. ;j| 

Indian businessmen in Hong j 
Kong were especially keen on .;4 
the proposal, as the deadline -.- ; l 
for the British colony’s transfer* 
to Chinese rule approaches, ,‘ J jj 
the United News of India .{"'J 
(UNI) -quoted him here as •'! 

Efong Kong is to revert to *1 
China m 1997, creating some : ;;j 
uncertainty over the future of •:] 
Indians in the colony. - ?,] 


Mr. Bhatia expressed confi- 
dence that China would ensure 


Haw many 
did wo cut? 
III I I 


■* .‘{their “freedom and liberty of 
1 jflrufte,” UNI said. 


• :! The commerce ministry, 
jmeanwhile, is considering the 
■'Eirooosal to make the islands a 


SATTY 


real to make the islands a 
trade zone, the minister 


ft “But before a final verdict 
%cj have- also to take into con- 


MYPLOC 


iteration the strategic posi- 
ion.,. from the security 
rigle,” he was quoted as 


SNIDUM 


HOW THE LOGGERS 
LEFT THE FOREST 


daman and Nicobar, 

f served as a penal settte- 
during British colonial 
ire a group of mare than 
islands, a majority of 
.'itfkni uninhabited. 

'j £ fThey were occupied by the 
( j Japanese daring the World 
iWar 1L In 1956 the Indian 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form foe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: APRON MOUSE PODAJM QUENCH 
Answer: What helped keep her dry in foe rain — 

HER ‘PUMPS' 


J government passed an act 
.aimed at preventing the ex- 
ploitation of the islands’ abor- 


;,y>lpitatkm of the islands’ abor- 
i nmials and intrusion into their 


• J- Texture by outsiders. 


THE Daily Crossword by Avery P. Brumfield 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY APRIL 26, 1994 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 


CHARUE BROUJN, I WA5 60ING 
TO A 5K IF I CQULP PLAT ON 
TOUR TEAM, BUT fV NEVER 
U/ANTTO PLATON THE SAME 
TEAM WITH THIS. STUPID 6IRLI 


0H.YEAH? 1 M 

THE MOST 
FAITHFUL PLAYER 
HE HAS! 


FAITHFUL 

TO WHAT? 


' THE ' 

CATCHER' 


r can't 

STANP IT! 





GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
You may be dealing with others 
whose ideas are different from 
yours today and it is going to 
require that you be more suppor- 
tive than usual. Othe r w i se some 
financial opportunity may slip 
away from yon. 


er~ i Carroil Highter Foundation 

|- take pains to handle regular 
| -routines in a most efficient 
f manner. 

j LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
’ ber 22) Year associates are very 
' cooperative where any plans yon 
Want to put across are con- 
- oeraed. Be more active and get 
■ahead. . 


THAT BRICK WAS 
V AN5WER1NG THE 
THE BRICK FALL Yjjuy op GRAVITY' 
DOWN ? WHY 
^THINGS fiALt 


WKATS 
THE I 

LAW 1 

OF ' 
TV 
?=> / 


7 ITS. A LAW 
DISCOVERED 
BY SIR ISAAC 
„ NEWTON/ 

\ GRAVITY IS A 

’rjrcb/ IT 
DRAWS every 

THlNCa DOWN/ 



tTSLiKEA S 
MAGNET WHICH \ 
STOPS PEOPLE AND S 
THINGS FROM PALLING 
OFF THE EARTH / 
NOW DO VOU _/ 
UNDERSTAND? f 



/ OH. V 

\ S553 

d 1 

ui 

l) 

)™ c 



ARIES: (March 21 to April 19). %“ead. . 

Morning may bring minor delays • I ^SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
but later you can engace in crea- ./T November 21) Make plans so 
five tasks and accomplish a great - ;'^ou know exactly where you are 
deal. Be charming with others. * going in your career. Be more 

TAURUS: (April 2D to May 20) ;■» ■ “““ ab ° W 

There are likely to be some j. .ttangmg omkIIimk. 
problems at home early in the ' ijSAGITTAHIUS: (November 22 
day but later they dear up nicely. / - W December 21) You are in- 
Think constructively on any ' upired just bow to gain cherished 
duties. "> aims, so fuD speed ahead. Your 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Join with allies who want to befr 
you improve routines and make 
life easier in the future. Handle 
business matters wisely. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Gain the help of a 
higber-dp and solve a problem 
easily. Come to a better under- 
standing with family members. 

LEO:> (July 22 to August 21) A 
good day to obtain the data you 
need so that you can make fine 
progress in career matters. Take 
no chance with your credit or 
finances. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Hit on the right system 
for getting bills paid on time. 


•• hunches are accurate now for 
projects which need completion. 

; CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
: Janoary 20) Handle your tasks 
.} well so that higher-ups will be 
.^impressed and you gain more 
. ^benefits. Guard your reputation 
/^against possible damage. 

itAQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
■ [ ffiebniary 19) Take an active pan 
; | na new- interests which could 
! * 'fixing benefits and preange to you 
irSid allies. Avoid dWcsory 
. expenditures of money. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
’ 20) Keep busy at routine »«in; 
which could bring added income 
in the future. Plan repairs to 
property that are needed to pro- 
tect its value. 


ACROSS 
1 Skirjny 
5 Quiet • 

10 HOJXilO 

14 m me pan 

15 Golfer Palmer 
18 "Leave — 

Beaver" 

Y7 152 

18 — cum lauds 

19 Slat or mater ‘ 
start 

20 Puts up pictures 
22 Taka vigorous 

measures 
24 Take a tour 

26 "Baa 

27 Golf dub: var. 

29 Rb 

33 Tumult 
36 Envisioned 

38 Remainder 
anur. 

39 Golf course 


anaal 

Bain 


ai 

BBBBI 


nuaaa 


4f April jjotf event 
44 Unitoee, to 


63 

64 Purposes 

65 Fitter 

67 "No Hs. — 

66 Scratch out 

69 Blazing 

70 Manner 

71 Golf stroke 

72 Curt 

73 Gemstone 


12 

13 Shorty . 
ttHay 

23 "Krazy — " 

25 Bernhardt 
28 Sweet potato 

30 Adam's son 

31 Hindu garment 
32Lancftteter 


nraun nrann nnnnn 
□nnn nnnn umnon 
Fiouaujrnnnn nnnnn 
□unnnnnn nBanran 
non noon 
nnnom nmnn nnorn 
Bnnnnn non nnnn 
□non nnnnn noon 
on Bn non nnnniro 
□non onno nr§nnn 
riono oon 
□hoooo nononoort 
onooo non, joonnn 
□norm nnnn ooon 
onoon QGon nnnn 


1 Lomond and 
Ness 

2 Chou- 


35 Oxhide strap 
37 Ravines 
40 One addressed 


3 Making a hole In 42 Anita or 

Monica 

4 One next door 43 "Rememeer— " 

5 Golfer Snead. 46 Oilman 

6 Vestiges 49 Beginning 


50 Bat wood 
52 Curls (heap 
54 Golf dub pert * 

56 Sneer ittnc 

57 Golfer's aide 

5B English county 


59 Oleorissln, - 
briefly 

60. Isaac's son 

61 Hideaway " 

62 Theater award 
66 Cereal grain 






\Sfi 


r. 








“■r rat twauf n/ot/i M 


■E3ll] 


F r f ^£-i:;g1 

IP^ 



«J 
MT 
020 

*» a.7»o 

HI I.UO 
*33 11. BOO 

7 61 7.210 

*4] 1.330 

IH 2.930 


*Jo 

J* 

.300 



.4U 



.1X0 



.u< 

no 


.710 

.340 



.QIC 

Z2C 

ojo 

no 

uo 

■eo 


• us 

.070 
■ 7S3 
.723 
.400 
.*10 



-CM 



-UE 

IU 


.105 
-9 SC 



■ OH 
-1M 

HO 


■ MO 
.(BO 

790 


.M0 

.710 



.DU 



• in 



■tsc 

two 

M3 


.270 

.040 

-no 

000 

2 

■000 

770 


.TOO 

.730 

ioa 


-770 



.be 

ISO 


.130 

.200 

2SO 


• no 
-100 

430 

: 

-000 

»70 


.700 

-no 

MO 

K» 

1M 

1 

ISO 

.440 

-900 


UUJMU 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


i5. Dollar hi InttmatioiMl Markets 




n. 1 .4595 


I.61&Z 


i I.432S 


5.7470 


/ 03.24 


1.7435 


Dm 25/4/1994 


Sterling Pound 


Franc 


European Correm liut 


LSD JVr STC 

Koropon Opnnt 3» KAO u 

Imoair raiiw Interne I 


VS. Dollar 


Merlins Pound 


Deutsche- Mark 


French Franc 


Japanese t eo 


European Currency liut 


sirtoaV bid rah. for nw rulllliujl 1 .V IMm t .000.80 0 or fqihllca. 




3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


3.9400 

4.3S00 

5.0000 

4.9400 

5.1300 

5.4400 

5.1900 

5.1300 

5.0600 

3.7500 

3.7500 

3. S/00 

5.5900 

5.6900 

mm\ 

2t0600 

1 5.S700 

-2. W00- 

2.4400 

5.S100 

■5.4/CO 


b odnns Metals 


**■**-- 25/4/1994 


USD/Oz JD/Cm 


370.00 


antral Bank of Jordan Exchange Race Bulletin 


25/4/1994 


Sterling Pound 


Japanese Ven 


Dutch Guilder 


Bid 

Offer 

0.7010 

0.7030 

1.0443 

1.04 95 

\ 0.4157 

HERBS! 

0.4S90 

0.4914 

0.1211 


0.6S0O 

0.6634 

0.3699 

0.3717 



0.0434 

0.0436 



kber Cnrrendo 


Currency 


Lebanese Lira 


Kimahi Dinar 


Egyptian Pound 


bmaid Rival 


DAE Dirham 


Cypriot Pourfrf 


Oates 25/4/1994 


Bid 

Offer 

1.S400 

1.6560 

0.040405 

0.041715 

0.1S66 

0 . 1 sts 

2.3250 

2.3600 

0.1903 

0.1912 

0.1900 

0.2100 

1.S020 

1.6170 

0.1903 

0.1912 

0.2645 

0.3065 

1.27550 

1.37075 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


. $1.00 costs 


stating 
ounce of gold 


1.3784/94 

1. 6788/98 

1.8874/84 

1.4305/15 

34.58/62 

5.7670/20 

1609.8/1.3 

103.06/16 

7.8625/25 

7.2940/90 

6.5950/00 

$1.4918/28 

S370J5/370.85 


Canadian dollar 
Ucutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian tire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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Cost of living in Jordan rises 83% since 1986 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Inflation, or 
cost of living, in Jordan has 
increased by 83.1 per cent 
over the past seven years as 
the general price index stood 
at 183.1 points at the end of 
last year, compared to 100 
points at the end of 1986. 

Accenting to figures pub- 
lished in the Central Bank of 
Jordan’s Monthly Statistical 
Bulletin, the cost of thong 
registered 99.8 points in 1987 
and rose steadily to 106.4, 
133.8, 155.4, 168.1, 174.8 and 
183.1 points from 1988 until 
1993 respectively. 

In other words, a basket of 
goods and sendees which cost 
JD 100 in 1986, cost about 
JD 183 in 1993. 

The basket gives food 
items a 38.52 per cent relative 
weight as it comprises cereal 
and bakery (3.99), meat and 
fish (10.89), fruits (2.94), 
vegetables (3.53), dairy pro- 
ducts and eggs (9.09) and 


other foodstuffs (8.08). Alco- 
holic drinks and tobacco car- 
ry a 2.65 per cent relative 
weight while clothes and 
footwear had a relative 
weight of 6.08 and 1.37 per 
cent respectively. 

Housing and household ex- 
penses, metering fuel and 
utilities, carry a 28.09 per 
cent relative weight while 
education (as 6.13). trans- 
portation (9.60), medical and 
personal care (5.14) and 
other (2.42) add up to 3.29 
per cent relative weight. 

At the end of 1989, the 
earliest year for which de- 
tailed figures are available, 
the price index for food items 
stood at 125.5 points but the 
index jumped to 151.2 points 
in 1990 ami to 167.9 points in 
1991. It dosed at 175 points 
at the end of 1993. 

Alcoholic drinks and 
tobacco stood at 140.2 point 
at the end of 1989. At the end 
of 1993 the index peaked at 
174.8 points. 

The index for clothes and 
footwear surged from 177.4 


in 1989 to 306.6 in 1993 while 
the bousing sector jumped 
from 117.6 points to 161.3 in 
the 4-year period. 

Other goods and services, 
such as education, trans- 
portation and medical care, 
went up from 153.8 points to 
194.3 points during the 
period. 

Between January and De- 
cember 1993 die general cost 
of living index increased from 

180.5 points to 185.5. As a 
result, the average stood at 
183.1 with the food items 
having a 173.7 average, alco- 
holic drinks and tobacco. 

173.2, clothing and footwear 

300.2, housing 159.3 and 
other goods and services at a 

391.5 points average. 
According to the Monthly 

Statistical Bulletin for the 
month of January, the gener- 
al price index at the end of 
that month stood at 185.1 
points, the decline being due 
mainly to the drop in food 
prices from 175.0 points ax 
the end of December, 1993, 
to 170.4 points at the end of 


January 1994. AH other com- 
ponents in the basket re- 
corded a marginal increase in 


prices, the highest of which 
were for dothes and foot- 
wear, standing at 315.3 


points, higher from 306.6 
points at the end of Decem- 
ber 1993. 


Le Mirage ... 


Cuba tells emigrants 
they are welcome to invest 


HAVANA (R) — The Cuban 
government wound up a three- 
day, bridge-building meeting 
with representatives erf the 
moderate exile community 
Sunday telling, emigrants they 
were welcome to invest money 
in their homeland. 

Vice-President Carlos Lage 
was asked about possibilities 
for investment during the final 
session of the meeting with 
some 215 delegates. 

Mr. Lage, whose remarks 
were quoted by conference 
spokesman Miguel Alfonso, 
said the Cabans abroad were 
welcome to invest on the same 
terms as other foreign inves- 
tors. This would involve them 
being able to set up joint ven- 
tures with the Cuban state in 
hard currency-earning sectors 
such as tourism and industry 
defined by the Cuban govern- 
ment. 

Communist-ruled Cuba has 


been mired in economic crisis 
since the collapse of the former 
Soviet Union and the end of its 
traditional aid and trade ties. 

It has been actively pushing 
for more foreign investment, 
saying that drawing in foreign 
capital (foes not mean a dis- 
mantling of socialism. 

Mr. Lage, viewed as the 
architect of Cuba's current 
cautious economic reform pro- 
cess, added that possibilities 
for setting up small businesses 
such as cafes or shops, some- 
thing some delegates asked ab- 
out, were for the moment, 
ruled out. 

The welcome to investment 
from the emigrant community 
is one that could potentially, 
attract large amounts of capital 
to Cuba, desperately short of 
hand currency to get its oil- 
importing, sugar-exporting 
economy going again. 

Hard currency remittances 


from relatives abroad are 
already a key source of income 
to many Cuban families facing 
severe shortages. 

But for the moment, capital 
from the more than million 
emigrants would be severely 
limited. Most of those with the 
resources live in the United 
States and are ban-ed by the 
longstanding U.S. economic 
embargo from doing business 
with the island. 

They would be limited, as 
well, by the fan that many are 
opposed to doing business 
while the government of presi- 
dent Fidel Castro is in place. 

Officials indicated that 
allowing investment by Cubans 
abroad would not require a 
change in Cuba's law on fore- 
ign investment, saying the law 
refers to foreign capital rather 
than the nationality of those 
who possess it. 





Recreation chib membership is now 
open... 

W hether tennis or swimming is your 
fancy, we’ve got the membership for 
you 

Facilities include ourdoor heated 
swimming pool, three plexi-pave tennis 
courts, table tennis, club lounge And 
health und fitness gvm wiih qualified 
instructors 

Our internationally acclaimed Hnti.sh 
tennis coach. James Downing, has 
devised special programmes for 
beginners and intermediates starting at 
JD 2-1++ per month. 

Join us a: the complete dub for leisure 
and fitness. Call Jala l Asaad for mure 
details on 6%M1. _ 



FORTE 


win in 


For Service 


Tor.r onisJ aJjo in 

Abu L’haSi, fUSnin (.The DipioiruP, Cain.*. OsaMitk x. Dubai 








the professionals 

ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


FACKMG. AM FREIGHT 
F OWU M W OIN G . POOB-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AMO. RESERVATIONS. 





La vie. beautu 
center 

for Facial deansing, Massage , 
Sugaring, Waxing JiaS Cart 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We use the best French Cosmtdce 



femandaubry 


Reservation & Information 

UmUlhainah-TeL: 661217 



IJAIfllTEL 

lJrr='il|l= 


Amman - Tei. 607193 
P.0.Bgk 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

IdMl R*sld«ftc9 Fdr 
ExpatristevjMad 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


- AL-FUIfiES TOURS 

■QD-. 

Ltoljtol I JA J *>il 1 1 

AHneTckets, Hotel Res&vatiorfs 
Groups Discount prices 


I F | 

Syn2 Turkey Eye?! 
Cyp-j; Ban?-' ok . Ba&ya 


MAW OfflCE AL- FUHES 
ToL: 72D0B7- Fax:72D887 
BRANCH: AL- ABDALU 
TaL: 619651/2/3- Fax: 619653 


f CHENS N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia!) Barbaquc for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tei: 81*214 

Come and taste our 
specialises 

Open daily LfcOO - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

V Air Conctitioned HaU y 


M 

RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Groat Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


..MMIVUZE 

;■ IPQKXs PUB 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
o 7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are always 1 J.D. Each 


J.U.- 

■/-kiUi-W 

Znd-Cirde • Jjbal Amman 
opp. Frcnehloar 

Tel. 653482 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


.Sweiflyeh. 

816690 



• FOR YOUR 

: .''w . • . 

^Advertisement 

¥M'?Kr V.v~..p^ "7: ■ ,,, 

&<: *: ■ in v :■ 



TALK OF THE TOWN 


i i, K'l’j 


Open nightly 
From *M P1L to LOO AIL 
Tuesday cfowd 

Td : 683211 Fax: 617779 
Mktfk East Hold - Shmrinnl 



667171 ext 223 



'The Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! j 


12 am -v. Late 


Deluxe ViSas and Apartment 5 
in Amman. 

For farther dctials please call 
SANABLE REAL ESTATE 
TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 



Club Restourorvt 


iIimIi M (ili'MI S I S(i 


The first 4 beat 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabat Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away la avaHaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel 638968 



The Rest In 
Indian Cuisine. 


S \M\am 


' - t '!H I l ti 

' •(.•M-fvation? c.ill 


SZEEtiWAN SARBEN5 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinas* Foods 
Skffied Chinese Chefs 


i CfrelLX- UP* too. 


Take away Is available 

Star AM/aft Street 
‘Jm LOianafi Ccrmero# Centre 

Tot^ 861174 

(minted flliMyxuved 


AVIS 


SELECT HOTEL 


9 Superior Hotel Services for 

Businessmen & Families & ils 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jaba! A! Webdeh/Tel.637 10 1/637 102 




SOI k IMM l 1 11 VINA 
AMMAN ILL. 8I59S7 


STUDIO HAIG 

Cleaning Services 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Every Day 

Develop. your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

f fss:. eSieietC. and 

• JUMBO photo 

1 pTi-fessix'tui Cleaner* 

Mho 30% largwr 

1 

* From mnlargo- 


flMMtt 20 x 30 cm 


Shaiesam - Opp. Grindlays 


Bank. Phone: 604042 


Swefieh tel: S23891 


v" f?«hiufanl 

You Kaow 

Our Ptzzas&Sandwtobes 
New Tr^ The 

Italian Pasta 

7K&V* Way 

Spashcm 
Pcimk 
Fcouccmr 


V3 


Pnpuxl !:■ t «i Cera CT*- 

rngivdiuiu 

lorT*te AWji 
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Hata elected Japan’s new premier 


Military coup fails in Burundi 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Tsuto- 
mu Hata, a populist with a 
down-to-earth style, became 
Japan's 51st prime minister 
Monday in a parliamentary 
vote that launched the second 
government of the eight- 
month-old ruling coalition. 

Mr. Hata, 58, a bus conduc- 
tor turned politician, won a 
majority of votes cast in each 
of the two chambers to be 
confirmed as successor to 
Morihiro Hosokawa, who quit 
as premier on April 8 over a 
personal loans scandal. 

“We have decided to nomin- 
ate Tsutomu Hata for prime 
minister," declared lower 
house speaker Takako Doi. 

Mr. Hata's chief rival in the 
ballot, opposition leader Yohei 
Kono, predicted troubles 
ahead for the new administra- 
tion. 

"Hata comes to power at 
time of political instability." 
said Mr. Kono, leader of the 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP). 

"I hope that Hata will be 
able to eliminate the people’s 
distrust of politics." he told 
reporters. 

Mr. Hosokawa. a self- 
proclaimed "Mr. Clean", 
chose to step down rather than 
face the humiliation of a grill- 
ing in parliament over two 
controversial personal loans 
dating back to the 1980s. 

The once-dominant LDP 
had threatened to continue to 
hold hostage the state budget 
for 1994/95, due to take effect 
on April 1. until Mr. Hosoka- 
wa agreed to testify on his 
loans. 

Mr. Hata, foreign minister 
in the outgoing administration, 
now faces an" uphill battle in 
coordinating policy within an 
unruly coalition that nearly 
collapsed following Mr. Hoso- 
kawa's decision to quit. 

The alliance wrangled bitter- 
ly for two weeks before 
agreeing on a watered-down 
platform of policies for the new 
government to follow. 

The final document failed to 
resolve the two most conten- 
tious issues — how to reform 
the tax system, and what policy 
to adopt towards North Korea 
and its suspected nuclear 
weapons threat. 

In the parliamentary vote, 
Mr. Hata won 274 votes in the 
511-seat lower house, and 127 
in the 252-member upper 
chamber. 

He was expected to name a 
cabinet and then the new gov- 
ernment would take the oath 
of office before. .Emperor Aki- 


hito. 

Mr. Hata said earlier Mon- 
day he wanted to retain most 
of Mr. Hosokawa's ministers 
and gjve -a post to Socialist 
leader Tomiichi Murayama, 
whose party is the largest but 
least reliable in the coalition. 

“I think those who worked 
on drafting the new state 
budget should continue to rep- 
resent the government." Mr. 
Hata said. "I think all the 
coalition party leaders (like 
Murayama) should be repre- 
sented in the cabinet." 

Mr. Hata becomes Japan's 
sixth prime minister in five 
years. 

Political change was snail- 
paced during the LDP's de- 
cades of unchallenged power 
until then-premier Noboru 
Takeshi t a was forced to resign 
in 1989 amid public outrage 
over his government’s links to 
corruption, scandals. 

After Mr. Takeshita, Japan 
saw three other LDP leaders 
come and go before the party 
crashed to defeat in the July 
1993 general election and Mr. 
Hosokawa took the reins at the 
head of a broad alliance united 
only in their opposition to the 
LDP. 

Mr. Hata takes over as 
Japan's economy is delicately 
poised for recovery and ten- 
sions are simmering over its 
huge trade surplus with the 
United States. 

He has promised to put 
three economic tasks at the top 
of his agenda — enacting the 
long-delayed budget, reform- 
ing the tax system and taking 
steps to reduce the chronic 
trade gap. 

Speculation is rife, however, 
that Mr. Hata's government 
will be run behind the scenes 
by his wily ally, Ichiro Ozawa, 
with whom he shares control of 
the Shinseito (Renewal Party). 

Mr. Hata has denied this 
would happen. 

"It’s a fabrication to say that 
we’re setting up two-tiered 
power structure," he said at 
the weekend, adding he would 
put emphasis on building con- 
sensus with his partners. 

Both Mr. Ozawa and Mr. 
Hata were proteges of LDP 
kingmaker Shin Kanemaru, 
who wielded immense power 
as Japan's backstage boss, in- 
stalling and removing premiers 
at will. 

After the old man was top- 
pled by a corruption scam, Mr. 
Ozawa and Mr. Hata led a 
group of dissidents out of the 
LDP and launched the Shin- 
seito, now a pillar of the new 





Newly elected Prime Minister Tsutomu Hata (centre) bows at the 
natinnai diet during the lower house of piuliament session which 
the former foreign minister as prime m i nis t e r of Japan 
(AFP photo) 

ruling coalition. quests. "Although there are 

Mr. Hata, more than any of various discussions, the cabinet 

his predecessors, looks like the must be in a position to 

average Japanese worker he observe the constitution. I 

once was. hope the idea of Japan’s anti- 

Before entering parliament war constitution will become 
in 1969, Mr. Hata worked for a widely known throughout the 
bus company for 10 years. Now world," he said, 
he has risen to the top in The Japanese constitution, 
politics, many Japanese find imposed by the United States 

his plain-speaking manner a after World War II, renounces 

refreshing change from the the use of force in settling 

mealy-mouthed politicians international disputes. 

^ rB . used t0- . . . But hawks in both the ruling 

He is the man with the most coalition and opposition par- 

miiustenal experience in the ^ |j ave recen tiy called for a 

coalition. n-Bcfore taking the revision to mee t possible con- 

foreign affairs portfolio last tingencies arising from North 

August, he had served succes- Ko B rea - 5 suspe §ted nuclear 

siyely as torn and finance weapons programme, 
ministers under LDP admims- Meanwhile? South Korea’s 

™l ons - . , . „ . Foreign Ministry Monday con- 

Mr. Hata vowed Monday to mtiihted the newly elected 

observe the country s war- Japanese prime minister and 
renouncing constitution during hope for continued 

a meeting with lower-house M £ ndiy re fations between the 

speaker Takao Doi, parha- ^ countries, 

ment officials said. ■ , . 

Ms. Doi, a constitutional “We welcome the launching 

lawyer and former chairwoman of a new J apanese government 

of the Social Democratic Par- led by Prime Minister Tsutomu 
ty, asked Mr. Hata to pass the Hata," a Foreign Ministry 
government’s stalled budget as statement said, 
soon as possible while promot- The statement also express- 
ing political reforms and ed appreciation to outgoing 

observing the constitution. Prime Minister Morihiro 
Mr. Hata replied that it was Hosokawa for his contribu- 
“natural” for the new govern- tions in promoting bilateral ties 

ment to carry out such re- during his tenure. 


N. Korea resists pressure with war rhetoric 


TOKYO (AFP) — North 
Korea reaffirmed its stiff resist- 
ance Monday to regular checks 
of its facilities suspected of 
being part of a nuclear arms 
programme and boasted its 
readiness to answer "war with 
war." 

In Seoul, a five-day ntiUtary 
anti-espionage exercise was 
launched in and around the 
capital following reports that 
all North Korean military para- 
military groups have been 
ordered to go on high alert. 

The North Korean Workers 
Party newspaper said that de- 
mands from the United States 
and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) for 
North Korea's full compliance 
with nudear safeguards were 
“unjustifiable and unreason- 


able.” 

The newspaper Rodong Sin- 
mun said that North Korea 
had remained on a “unique 
status" since last June when it 
suspended an earlier decision 
to leave the nuclear nonprolif- 
eration treaty (NPT). 

North Korea therefore is not 
required to fully comply with 
the safeguard agreement. 
According to the newspaper 
commentary carried by Pyon- 
gyang's official Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) moni- 
tored here. 

The hardline Com munist 
state joined the NPT in 1985 
but refused to sign the safe- 
guard accord with the IAEA 
until 1992. 

The order for high alert was 
issued at a mass rally in Pyon- 


gyang Sunday to commemo- 
rate North Korea's armed 
forces day on April 25, the 
South Korean state-run pews 
agency Naewoe Press said. 

KCNA quoted North Ko- 
rean Vice Armed Forces 
Minister and Vice Marshal 
Kim Kwang-Jin as telling the 
rally: “It is our unshakable 
position to answer dialogue 
with dialogue, and war with 
war." 

Mr. Kim accused the United 
States and “international reac- 
tionaries" of trying to isolate 
and stifle North Korea over the 
nudear issue. 

“If the U.S. imperialists and 
their followers unleash a war in 
Korea, going against the trend 
of the times, our people and 


ERA kills 2 in quiet N. Ireland town 

LONDONDERRY, Northern Ireland (R) — IRA gunmen 
killed two Protestants as they chatted through the windows of 
their parked cars in a quiet Northern Ireland town late 
Sunday. Police said up to 30 shots were fired by the attackers 
whose own car was found later a short distance from Gaxvagjh, 
a market town 40 kilometres from Londonderry, Nort h e rn 
Ireland's second city. The killings were the latest in a series by 
rival guerrilla groups and were likely to increase fears of a 
cycle of retaliatory attacks. The Irish . Republican Army (IRA), 
fighting to break the province's union with Britain against the 
wishes of its Protestant majority, claimed responsibility .for the 
shooting and said the victims were members of a Protestant 
extremist group. Gaxvagfa residents said neither man was 

involved in politics and branded the attack purely sectarian. 
One of the victims, Alan Smith, had served in the Ulster 
Defence Regiment, a mainly Protestant locally-recruited 
regiment of the British army, but he left it several years ago. 
The other was John McCloy, who used to work in his family's 
grocery shop. Both were believed to be in their late thirties, 
another man . a Roman Catholic who was in one of the victim’s 
cars, was slightly hurt. 

Greek economy minister dies of cancer 

ATHENS (R) — National economy minister George Yenm- 
matas, one of Greece's most popular politicians, died of 
cancer in hospital Monday. He was 55. He was rushed to 
hospital with respiratory complications last week and soon fell 
into a coma. A heavy smoker most of his life, he was 
diagnosed with lung cancer in December 1991. “I will fight to 
the end because a politician's duty is to give to his country. My 
illness will not stop me,” Mr. Yennimatas said then. Assigned 
the tough task of turning around the country's troubled 
economy, he served as the Socialist administration's economy 
minister for just four months. But Mr. Yennimatas managed 
to complete the 1994 budget and negotiate a major tax reform 
bill with union leaders, due to be voted on by parliament 
Tuesday. He also succeeded in covering the government's 
huge 1993 fiscal deficit by persuading state and private 
commercial banks last December to buy government securities 
without raising the interest on treasury bills. 


Malaysia’s 9th king makes royal exit 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Sultan Azlan Shah Monday 
ended his five-year term as Malaysia's ninth king, completing a 
rotation among the nine hereditary rulers that began with 
Malaysia’s independence from Britain in 1957. Former diplo- 
mat Tuanku Ja’afar Abdul Rahman, the 71-year-old ruler of 
southern Negri Sembflan stale, will take over as the 10th king 
Tuesday for five years. To start a second cycle which began 
with his father, Tuanku Abdul Rahman Muhammad. Tuanku 
Ja’afar, who studied at Oxford University, previously served 
in the home and foreign services and was named ambassador 
to Japan before he became ruler of Negri Sembilan in 1987. 
Under Malaysia's unique rotating monarchy, the sultans and 
rajas serve as the titular heads of nine of the nation's 13 states 
and choose a "Yang Di Pertuan Agong," or paramount ruler, 
from among themselves to reign for five years. A royal 
conclave of die hereditary rulers in February also named the 
Sultan of Selangor. Salahudin Hishamuddin, as the deputy 
king. 

Wife charged in U.K. house of horror case 

GLUOGESTER, England (R) — The wife of a man accused 
of murdering 10 women in Britain's House Horror case has 
also been charged with one of the killings, police said Monday. 
They said Rosemary West, wife of 52-year-old builder 
Frederick West, would appear in court. She is charged with 
murdering Linda Gough, one of the victims whose badly 
decomposed bodies were found when police dug in the «naT 
and garden at the couple's house at Gloucester, western 
England, and in a field. Rosemary West, 40, was charged last 
week with the rape of an 11-year-old girl. She was accused 
jointly with a man identified as William Smith of having had 
sexual intercourse with the girl without consent between July 
1974 and July 1976- She also faces a second charge of 
assaulting and injuring a seven-year-old boy between January 
1972 and December 1974. Rosemary West was arrested twice 
in late February in connection with' the murders. She was 
released both times because of lad of evidence and later issued a 
statement denying knowledge of events at the house. 


BUJUMBURA (R) — A 
military coup failed in the Cen- 
tral African state of Burundi 
early Monday when soldiers 
refused to take part for fear of 
triggering a tribal bloodbath 
like the one raging in neigh- 
bouring Rwanda. 

Burundi Army Chief of Staff 
Colonel Jean Bikomagu told 
Reuters that coup organisers 
and supporters had been 
arrested and were being ques- 
tioned by the military high' 
command. 

“A group of soldiers from a 
barracks in Bujumbura plan- 
ned a putsch but they were 
stopped by loyalists when they 
left their post to execute their 
plans overnight," Col. Biko- 
magu said. 

"Several soldiers have been 
arrested and the military com- 
mand is interrogating them to 
find out why they wanted a 

military takeover." 

Col. Bikomagu said the 
capital was calm, but aid work- 
ers reported sporadic shooting 
in slum areas inhabited by the 


majority Hutu tribe, whose re- 
cent attempts to win a political 
voice have enraged the Tutsi- 
dominated army. 

Burundian President Cyp- 
rien Ntaryamira was killed 
with his Rwandan counterpart 
Juvenal Habyarimana on April 
6 when a rocket downed their 
plane at the airport in the 
Rwandan capital Kigali. 

The warlike Tutsi — a 
minority in both Burundi and 
Rwanda — were the main vic- 
tims of tribal slaughter this 
month in Rwanda, where poli- 
tics and the armed forces have 
long been dominated by the . 
Hutu. 

In Burundi, howeveT, it was 
tens of thousands of Hutu who 
died after Tutsi soldiers over- 
threw Melchior Ndadaye, the 
country's first Hutu president, 
in a coup last October, Mr. 
Ndadaye was voted into office 
a few months earlier in polls 
monitored by Western obser- 
vers. 

Aid agencies and the U.N. 
say as many as 100,000 people 


may have been killed and two 
million displaced in this 
month's Rwandan bloodbath. 

But Burundi, which quickly 
named Hutu Sylvestre Ntiban- 
tuganya as interim president, 
stayed relatively calm. 

Government offices in Bu- 
jumbura remained shut Mon- 
day morning. Residents stayed 

indoors. - 

“No one is going to work. 
Government offices are dosed 
and tribal tension is at its 
height.” one resident said. 

Journalists in Bujumbura 
■sa id the coup failed mainly 
because moderate soldiers 
feared the chaotic example of 
their northern neighbour, 
where government forces and 
rebels of tbe Rwanda Patriotic 
Front are now battling for con- 
trol of Kigali. 

“The moderates won this 
time. They feared another 
wave of killings so soon after 
what happened after the -death 
of President Melchior Ndadaye 
last October. They wanted no 
role in new anarchy,” a West- 
ern journalist told Reuters. 


New massacres reported in Rwanda; 
rebels gaining ground in fighting 


peopic g army will fight it out 
for the party and the leader 
and for the Socialist mother- 
land, which has been defended 
at the cost of blood (to) wipe 
out the aggressors to the last 
man." he said. 

After months of resistance 
North Korea allowed IAEA 
inspectors to check some nuc- 
lear sites in March but denied 
them access to a key-radio- 
cWmical laboratory, further 
fuelling suspicions mat it was 
building nuclear arms. 

North Korea celebrated. its 
Armed Forces Day as the 62nd 
anniversary of the founding of 
the Korean People’s Army. A 
historical anomaly attributable 
to the- sweeping personality 
cult surrounding President 
Kim n-Stmg’s family. 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
Rwandan rebels and govern- 
ment forces dashed in heavy 
artillery duels overnight in the 
capital, Kigali, officials said 
Monday. A radio station urged 
militias to step up the murder 
of civilians. 

About 170 hospital patients 
were slaughtered Sunday in the 
southern dty of Butare, and 
the United Nations was getting 
"disturbing reports” of other 
massacres in the countryside, 
U.N. spokesman Abdul Kabia 
said. 

“ Radio RTLM is calling on 
militias to step up the killing of 
civilians." he said in a tele- 
phone interview from Kigali. 
He said the radio was control- 
led by two political parties of 
the majority Hutu tribe. 

An estimated 100,000 peo- 
ple have been killed since a . 
suspicious April 6 plane crash 
killed the president and trig- 
gered a new wave of ethnic 
bloodletting between the 
Hutus and minority Tutsis. 

Efforts to open talks to end 
the carnage collapsed Sunday . 
when the government delega- 
tion failed to reach Arusha, 
Tanzania. Mr. Kabia said offi- 
dals of the rebel Rwandan 
Patriotic From left Tanzania 
later Sunday. • r ;v~r 

U.N. military officials were 
continuing to talk to the rebels 
and the government forces in 
an effort to arrange a ceasefire 


and open talks. However, Mr. 
Kabia said there seemed to be 
no hope of getting any talks 
started soon. 

Kabia said the rebels re- 
ported they only went to Tan- 
zania to explain their position 
and had no intention of nego- 
tiating with the government. 

A U.N. official in Kigali, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said the govern- 
ment appeared to be losing the 
battle for the capital. 

“The RPF (Rwandan Patrio- 
tic Front) is pushing reinforce- 
ments into Kigali, has seized 
major terrain and has de- 
veloped a lot of defensive posi- 
tions in the north and north- 
east,” he said. 

“Government attempts to 
dislodge them have been fruit- 
less and have resulted in heavy 
casualties!. It appears the RPF 
has encircled a number of gar- 
risons and gained ground in 
other areas. The government 
■forces are mostly just react- 
ing," the source said. 

Marauding gangs of Hutus, 
wielding machetes and auto- 
matic weapons, roam the 
streets killing Tutsis. The two- 
sides, have fought for political' 
, supremacy snee Rwanda won 


Two:. million -people have 
fled their homes and thousands 
more are barricaded in build- 


ings in desperate efforts to 
escape the bloodletting, which 
has spread to the countryside. 

Aid workers said the hospit- 
al massacre that killed 170 pa- 1 
dents prompted the interna- 
tional relief group Doctors 
Without Borders to pull its 
workers out of the region. 

U.N. relief agencies also 
have pulled their staff out of 
the country to escape the 
slaughter. That leaves only the 
Red Cross and a handful of 
other private aid organisations 
to cope. 

A U.N. team is in Kigali to 
assess the scope of the huma- 
nitarian disaster. There have 
been warnings of epidemics 
and possible famine. 

The United Nations was 
trying to arrange to send truck- 
loads of food and medicine 
into Rwanda from neigh bour- 
ing Burundi, Uganda and Tan- 
zania to care for the refugees, 
Mr. Kabia said. 

U.N. officials also planned 
to fly more relief goods into 
Kigali and were negotiating 
with the warring parties to 
arrange safe passage of the 
food and medicine to displaced 
people in the capital. 

In neighbouring Burundi, , 
thousands of Rwandans fleeing !1 
their homeland were arriving ■ 
with ‘gunshot and machete ' 
wounds, a Western diplomat 
said Sunday. 



Armando Calderon Sol (centre), leader of tbe Borgo as they 'C elebra te; Calderon's victory in tbe 
Salvadoran ruling Republican Nationalist country's second round presidential runoff. Cal- 
Affiance (ARENA) is flanked by his wife EUzabeth deron won in a landslide victory over his leftist 
Aguirre (right) ami his running mate Enrique rival Ruben Zamora (AFT photo) 

Rightist wins El Salvador presidency 


SAN SALVADOR (R) 
Armando Calderon Sol swept' 
to victoiy in El Salvador's first 
post-war presidential elections 
but may nave to cut deals with 
former rebel leaders to keep a 
delicate peace process alive-.. 

With more than 90 per cent 
of votes counted from Sun- 
day’s election, Mr. Calderon 
Sol bad 68 per cent, support, 
more than double the vote'of- 
his leftist rival Ruben Zamora. 

But even as the ruling right- 
wing ARENA party held row- 
dy celebrations to mark Mr. 
Calderon Sol’s emphatic win, 
ex-guerrilla chiefs warned be 
would be ill-advised to impose 
his will without their support. . . 

In response, Mr. Calderon 
Sol struck a conciliatory tone- 
in his victory speech, saying he 
would look for cross-party sup- 
port when he takes office on 
June 1 and pledging bis full 
commitment to the U.N. peace 
accords that ended El Salva- 
dor’s 12-year civil war two 
years ago. 

“My first act will be to con- 
tinue the exact and loyal com- 
pliance with the peace 
accords," Mr. Calderon Sol 
said, adding that he will meet 
next month with U.N. 


^Secretary- General Boutros 
Ghali to discuss implementa- 
tion of key electoral, judicial 
and security reforms. 

Mr. Calderon Sol, a 45-year- 
old lawyer, is a founding mem- 
ber of the Nationalist Republi- 
can Alliance (ARENA) and 
was for several years linked to 
ultra-right party members 
allegedly involved in financing 
and organising death-squad 
murders. 

His candidacy has raised 
concern that the peace process 
could slow down or go into 
reverse as party hardliners 
look for greater influence by 
replacing some of the moder- 
ate technocrats in the govern- 
ment of outgoing President 
'Alfredo Cristiani. 

Mr. Calderon Sol appeared 
anxious to calm those fears. 

“We are going to govern for 
all Salvadorans. Our great task 
and mission will be to consoli- 
date peace and assure political 
stability and gove inability,” he 
said. 

Leaders of the Farabundo 
. Marti National Liberation 
Front (FMLN), who won 
second place in March 20 leg- 
islative elections just 15 
months after disarming their 


guerrilla army, took advantage 
and called for consensus- 
government. 

“We are tbe second 
strongest power and he will 
have to negotiate with us. The 
peace requires it," said Joa- 
quin Villalobos, a leading 
FMLN commander throughout 
the war. 

The FMLN will have 21 
seats in the 84-member legisla- 
tive assembly which begins 
work on May l. ARENA will 
have 39 seals and bok) a narrow 
working majority thanks to the 
support of the four deputies 
from the pro-army National 
^Conciliation Party. 

Veteran Communist leader 
Schafik Han dal said the new 
government will have to re- 
spect the FMLN’s quota of 
power. “Calderon Sol can no 
longer treat us as terrorists," 
he said. 

But the FMLN and its defe- 
fi- presidential candidate! 

Ieglslator Ruben 
Zamora, remain suspicious of 
the new president-elect. 

He does not want to como- 
F** accords, ft fa - 
that : simple, Mr. Zamora told 
Reuters last week. 


Norwegian - ; 
explorer L 

lifted off North Po^ 

OSLO (R) - Norwegian 
plorer Boerge °^ l “ d - t- 1 ' 
first person to reach f Nig. 
pole alone and unaided, p-s 
been air-lifted off 
his spokesman said. He * 
picked up by 
landing went perfectly. 
Christian Erlandsen told Re 
ters. Two planes arrived at [h- 
pole carrying a total of « 
people, including re P? r S^ 
and photographers and iY-r. 

Ousland’s father bringing a 
bottle of champagne anq ■* 
cake. After over an hour o- 
interviews and filming. J 1 * 
planes left for the Canadian 
weather station Eureka, a 
hour flight from the |»1«. jM- 
Ousland. a 31-year-old North 
Sea diver, built up fat reserves 
by drinking a glass of olive jo«« 
for breakfast every day for - 
year before setting off. He 
not changed clothes or wasljea 
■during the 1.000 kilomefrea 
trek which started in Sibeai:*- 
“I’ve been freezing a lot. V? 
face looks like a meatball spi« 
my hands are also frostbitten.” 
he said, but added that Jl - 
condition was not too series-* - 
Temperatures at the North 
Pole can plunge to minus i50 
degrees Centigrade (-58 FV, 

Contestants begift 
arriving for Miss « 
Universe pageant; 

MANILA ( AP) — Contestants 
from around the world hive 
begun arriving for the Miss 
Universe pageant, which cli- 
maxes next month in a glitzy 
ceremony in the Philippine In- 
ternational Convention Cen- 
tre. First to arrive Sunday was 
Miss USA Frances Louise Par- 
ker, a 26-year -old teacher frim 
South Carolina. *T heard you 
have great islands and beauti- 
ful people," Miss Parker tfcld 
reporters at Manila’s airport. 
Other early arrivals included 
Miss Thailand. Areeya Chifn- 
sai; Miss Uruguay, Leonora 
Debueno; Miss Swaziland, 
Nicola Smith; Miss Britain. 
Michaela Pyke; Miss Romajiia 
Michele Ciolacu; Mis Cook 
Islands, Leilane Brown; qnd 
Miss Australia, Michelle Van 
Eimeren. Contestants from [90 
countries will be competing for 
the title. Until the finals, d»y 
will travel to resorts throufi- 
out the country for promotion- 
al shoots. The current Miss 
Universe is Dayan ara Tories 
for Puerto Rioo. Slfe arrived 
here last week. Finals are Wt 
for 8 p^m. (3200 GMT) Satur- 
day May 21, or Friday nigra in 
the United States, the 
pageant's prime television 
market. | 

Spanish gays ! 

demand right j 

to marry ! 

MADRID (AFP) — Spanish 
homosexuals have demanded 
the right to marry people of {he 
same sex, the news agency 
EFE reported. Quoting a com- 
munique from the Federation 
on Gay Associations of Cats$o- 
nia. Jordi Petit and Isabel Chs- 
tro, leaders of the federation 
and the Gay-Lesbian Platfodn, ‘ 
the two main homoxesual asso- 
ciations in Spain, said a! a 
meeting in Barcelona tfiat 
Madrid should grant full recog- 
nition of the rights of homosex- 
ual couples, including mar- 
riage, in line with a rectnt 
recommendation of the Emo- 
pean Parliament, EFE saici. 

Skinflick shocks ) 

Chinese TV viewers 

» 

BEUING (AFP) — Chinese 
fans of a long-running televi- 
sion series were stunned list 
month when, during a regular 
advertising slot, they were tre- 
ated to 90 seconds of hard-cOre 
pornography, a report feegn 
here said. Seven employeesjof 
a local television station in Ate 
central province of Henan are 
currently in police detention 
following the obscene broad- 
cast, which occurred during 
prime time programming 5m 
March 10, the Tianjin Lcfeal 
Daily said in its April 20 Edi- 
tion. According to the news- 
paper. a group of technicians 
had used the station's facilities 
to ajpy a pornographic video 
which then got mixed up .with 


for the latest episode of 
popular series depicting l9j 
Hong Kong gangster socjj 
were suddenly subjected- 1 
one-and-a-half minutes 
raunchy action in place of i 
usual plugs for soft drinks a 
air conditioners. The prov 
aal authorities launched an i 
mediate inquiry and suspend 
the station’s director and r 
vice-directors, the daily *a 
adding tiiat investigations^ 
continuing. It fa the sd* 
such incident to have occur 
m Henan m the space d 
year. In Apnl 1993, twolm 
were arrested after inaflv, 
ently amng a pomograni 

SJ* public for lu 

than 10 minutes. • 1 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Kipkiai wins Turin Marathon 

EE? by nearly 16 seconds. Kipkfa? 

1 T teS ' J ,5 E *i5 0l,ds - He "W 15-8 seconds ahead of 

2 S 01 ? SLw 4 ?"?' Dinsamo finished 12th « 
of w °n^e women’s division in 
Aboul 2l00 ° mrmer * from 20 nations took part m the 

Fans pay Old Trafford tribute to Busby 

10 jJ°° SOCCCT fens paid an emotion- 
? to legendary Manchester United manager Sir Matt 
lU a servicc at Old Trafford 

P^ye 15 from Busby’s great teams — 
mclud5ng Bobby Chariton, Denis Law and Harry Gregg — 
turned the stadium into a cathedral with hymns and prayCTs in 
auruqjw sendee m memory of Busby, who brougbnS^ub 
from tile despair of the 1958 Munich disaster to European Cup 
S°2L 10 ¥ e ? rs ^ ter ' ^by’s former seat in the front tow of the 
directors box remained empty, as it has since his' death in 
January, aged 84. 

Brazil wins world youth title 

ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Sao Paulo of 
BraaJ surprised Germany’s fancied Bayer Leverkusen with a 


tional Youth Soccer Championship. Half-time score was 2-0. 
The Brazilians had the upper hand in the final with striker 
Renato Olegario firing them ahead in the 12th minute of the 

- first half. He scored again four minutes later. Substitute Carlos 
Juruo dosed off the match with a goal for the champions in the 

. 31st minute of the second half. Earlier, FC Porto of Portugal 
-clinched third place in the 10-nation tournament after Joel 
Cabral scored a dramatic last minute goal to edge out Egypt’s 
Zamalek 2-1. Half-time score in the playoff match was 1-0. 

Late goal sinks United States 

•CHULA VISTA, California (AFP) — A goal from Bjarki 
■ Gurmlaugsson four minutes from time gave Iceland a 2-1 
victory in a pre-World Cup friendly international against the 
.United States here Sunday. The United States, who open their 
-World Cup campaign against Switzerland in June, went behind 
in the first-half when Helgj Sigurdsson scored after 20 minutes. 
Frank Klopas put the home side back on level terms two 
minutes after the interval when he latched on to a cross from 
Paul Caligiuri and rifled home a superb left-footed shot. The 
latest defeat is a major blow to the Americans’ morale. So far 
this year under coach Bora Milutinovic they have won only 
two, lost three and drawn seven matches. 

.Moroccan A! Mouaziz wins in Madrid 

- MADRID, Spain (AP) — Abdelkader A1 Mouaziz of Moroc- 
co braved torrential rain and low temperatures Sunday to 
outran more than 4,000 competitors and win the Madrid 
Marathon. AJ Mouaziz covered the 42-kilometre course in two 
hours, 17 minutes and 39 seconds. Spain’s Ramiro Matamoros 
finished second in 2:19:09 while Juan Torres, also of Spain, 
came third, 14 seconds behind his countryman. The 25-year-, 
old Moroccan led the field from the start along with Russian 
Vladimir Fomin, who finished fourth in 2:20:18. 

Gold medal stolen from Olympic champ 

MOSCOW (AP) — A disabled Russian skier appealed 
Monday for thieves to return the gold medal he won last 
: month in the downhill ski race in LiUehammer, Norway. 
.Alexei Mos bitin, 19, was held up Sunday after he accepted a 
ride in a private car from his Siberian hometown of Kemerovo 
to accept an award for bravery from President Boris Yeltsin. 
Moshkin lost both of his legs when he was hit by a train in a 
childhood accident. He slas with artificial limbs. 

Iran turns down sporting offer 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran have bypassed the o ppor t un ity to 
break a 15-year sporting barrier with the United States by 
turning down an invitation to take part in a wrestling 
competition in California. Mohammad-Reza Taleghani, vice- 
president of the Iran Wrestling Federation, said Monday they 
would not send a team to the international cop at Concorde, 
Calif ornia, on May 27-28 because they were following govern- 
ment policy. However, he said he had informed the foreign 
affairs ministry of their wish to compete in a junior event in 
Chicago June 34-30. Tehran and Washington broke off 
relations in 1980 and the invitation to Concorde was the first 
time an Iranian sports team had been invited to the U.S. since 
the 1979 Islamic revolution. Iran had complained last year the 
1 U.S. authorities had refused their wrestlers visas to compete in 
.the World Cup. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCK 

'■ 1W3 Trcur* lAKui 5 ermn. tic 


, Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
* A 10 7 6 
7 A 3 2 
: A 6 2 
+ J 6 3 

WEST EAST 

♦ 3 * 4 2 

v J 9 8 7QI0 76 

E Q 10 7 3 4 : J 9 8 

* A 9 7 +Q10 82 

SOUTH 
f KQJ985 
7 K 5 4 
^ 3 

4X54 
•The bidding; 

North East South West 

T * Pass 1 * 2 *. 

2 * Pass 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: King of .■ 

, Once in a while it is obvious that 
for declarer 10 break a ?uit would be 
^tantamount to committing suicide. 
On those occasions it is well to see 
what can be done about coopting the 
enemy's aid. 

Note North’s opening bid. Tne 
phrase “better minor” is actually a 
misnomer — ’‘longer" minor is the 
norm. When the choice boils down 
to between two three -card minors, it 


ENLIST THE ENEMY’S AID 

jrth deals. « almost always correct to open one 
chib. We could imagine making an 
5 exception if our diamonds were A Q 

x and clubs x x x! 

Against four spades West at- 
tacked with the king of di amon d s . 
;T Declarer could count a sure heart 

2 loser and the club situation was not 

10 7 6 promising. The two-lev ei overall 

9 3 almost surely marked West for the 

10 8 2 ace of dubs, which meant that, un- 

less West held the queen as well, 
s 5 there were three possible chib losers 

if declarer broached that suit. 

Since the enemy were unlikely to 
open dub* of their own volition, 
declarer found a simple line to enlist 
th West their cooperation. Declarer won the 

2 opening lead in dummy and unme- 

Pass diately ruffed a diamond- Two 

round of trumps were drawn and 
0 f another diamond ruffed to elimi- 

obvious that nate that suit. Then declarer ashed 
hu it would be the ace and king of hearts before 

tting suicide. exiting with a heart, 
is well to see It made no difference which de- 
t coopting the fender won the heart- If it was Weat, 

that defender would have to lead a 
ine bid. The dub up to the king or yield a ruff- 
is actually a shiff. If it were East, declarer could 
minor is the guarantw a dub trick by simpty 
■e boils down playing tow on the forced club shift, 
ard minors, it Making four-odd. 


Cinema 


TeL: 634144 I Onema 


PHILADELPHIA 


TOM Sr JERRY 

The Movie 

Performances: 11:00. 12:30, 3:30. 

6:15, , .. 

"While Palace : 

at 8:30 - 10:30 p.m. 


Graf 

defies 

threats 

HAMBURG, Germany (AFP) 
— Steffi Graf said here Mon- 
day she would defy attack 
threats at the Hamburg tennis 
tournament, where Monica 
Seles was stabbed last year. 

The world number one from 
Germany, resDontfins to an 


anonymous letter published bj 
the Hamburger Morgeapost 
said: “I didn’t know about it 
until I read the newspapers but 
I am not afraid of these things 
and don’t think much about 
the threats. 

“We don’t have to have too 
much security, because we 
need to be dose to the fan* 
You can’t go out on the street 
and be afraid. I am not. I’ve 
learned to lie with the threats. ** 

The letter, winch referred to 
the knife attacks on Seles last 
year by Graf fan Gunter Pors- 
che, read: “Even innocent 
people could be hurt because 
we do not play with kitchen 



Robinson takes NBA’s scoring^ 
title with sensational finale * 














for Bayern 

MUNICH, Germany (AFP) — 
Giovanni Trapanom becomes 
the first Italian to coach a 
German first division side next 
season after signing at Bayern 
Munich Monday. 

The SS-year-old, who won 
six Italian tides and three 
European trophies with Juven- 
tus, signed a one-year contract 
with an option for another 
year. He has been released by 
Inventus. 

Franz Beckenbauer, who 
has been doubling op as vice- 
president and coach since 
January, did not want to con- 
tinue as coach. 

Trapattoni, who has already 
started a crash course in Ger- 
man, is on a baric salary of 1.5 
million marks ($880,000). 


PARIS (AFP) — Top teams 
found the going tough in 
Europe this weekend. 

In France hot favourites 
Paris St. Germain crashed out 
of die French Cup when they 
were beaten at home by Lens 
in tile quarter-finals. 

Spanish league pacesetters 
Deportivo la Coruna bad their 
lead over rivals Barcelona re- 
duced to two points when they 
were held to a goalless draw at 
Lerida. 

And in Italy Parma, Arsen- 
al’s opponents in tbe European 
Cup Winners Cup final May 4, 
crashed to a 2-0 defeat at 
Napoli, 

Goals by Renato Bnsa, after 
18min. and CSro Ferrara on ihe- 
stroke of half-time gave Napoli 
a win that sets up a four-way 
battle with Torino, Roma and 
Foggia for Italy’s fourth and 
final place in next season's 
UEFA Cup. 

Everything w31 be decided 
□ext Sunday on die last day of 
the season when Foggia enter- 
tain Napoli and Torino take on 
Roma in the Olympic Stadium. 

Parma, along with Lazio and 
Juventus, have already booked 
their UEFA Cup berth 
although they will vacate their 
spot for another team should 
they beat Arsenal and requal- 
ify for the cup winners cup. 

AC Milan, crowned cham- 
pions last weekend, will play in 


Vicario defeats Majoli 
to win La Famiiia Open 


BARCELONA. Spain (AP) 
— Spain's Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario. the world's No. 2 
trounced 16-year-old Iva Ma- 
joli of Croatia 6-0, 6-2 in 46 
minutes Sunday to win the 
$400,000 La Famiiia Open. 

Majoli. the girl seen as one 
of the most promising women 
tennis playeis, hardly got a 
look-in against a Sanchez 
Vicario who won point after 
point with ease. 

Sanchez Vicario won the 
first set in just 19 minutes. 

“Despite the result, the 
truth is I had to fight a lot, and 
with aggression, against a rival 
who I'm convinced wilt be 
among the top 10 in the world 
in the future,” said Sanchez 
Vicario. 

It was the Spaniard's fourth 
time to win the La Famiiia 
Open. 


As regards her own future, 
she said: I'm preparing for 
Paris (Roland Garros tourna- 
ment). because it's the tourna- 
ment 1 like most, hut I still 
have unfinished work at 
Wimbledon, where I have nev- 
er even made it to the semifin- 
als.” 

Sunday's final was the 
second this season for Majoli 
who is ranked No. 27 in the 
world and is the youngest full- 
time player on the WTA tour. 

In semifinal play Saturday, 
she defeated the world's No. 
14 Magdalena Maleeva 5-7, 
6-4, 6-2. In the quarterfinals 
she beat world No. 3 Conchita 
Viartinez of Spain. 

Sanchez Vicario, the tourna- 
ment's top seed and a native of 
Barcelona, swamped Ger- 
many's Sabine Hack 641. 6-1 in 
her semifinal. 


LOS ANGELES <R) — David 
Robinson clinched the league 
scoring title on the final day of 
the regular season in spectacu- 
lar fashion Sunday when he 
became only the fourth player 
in National Basketball Asso- 
ciation (NBA) history to score 
more than 70 points in a game. 

Robinson poured m 71 
points in a 1 12-97 San Antonio 
victory over the Los Angeles 
Clippers to edge ShaqutHe 
O’Neal for the NBA scoring 
title. 

Robinson came into the 
game trailing O'Neal by .04 
points per game, but bis awe- 
some performancce Sunday 
gave "the admiral.” 29.79 
average to 29.35 for ■’Shuq.” 

Robinson joined Wilt Cham- 
berlain, David Thompson and 
Elgin Baylor as the only play- 
ers in NBA history to score 70 
or more points in a game. Even 
Michael Jordan, with all his' 
tremendous performances, 
never reach that plateau. 

The Spurs finished the regu- 
lar season at 55*27, while the 
Clippers finished at 27-55. 3b 
games out of first place. 

In Orlando. Shaquille 
O'Neal scored 32 points as the 
Magic crushed the New Jersey 
Nets 120-91 foi their 50th win. 

O’Neal, who also grabbed 22 
rebounds, came into :hc game 
needing to score bS points to 
pass Robinson for the scoring 

title. 

Orlando, which reached 50 
wins in just their fifth year tn 
the league, is the fourth seed if, 
the Eastern Conference play- 
offs and will host the Indiana 
Pacers on Thursday. 

The Nets ended the season 
at 45-37. 

At Cleveland, the Cav alters 
routed the Celtics i 07-SI to 
clinch the sixth playoff spot in 
the cast and a first-round 
showdown with the defending 
NBA champion Chicago Buils. 

The Cavaliers finished at 47- 
35 to edge New Jersey for the 
sixth playoff spot and earn a 
chance for post-season re- 
venge. Chicago has eliminated 
Geveland from the playoffs in 


four of the last six seasons. 

The Celtics finished 32-50 
for its first 50-ioss season since 
1979. 

In the final regular season 
game at Chicago Stadium, Pat- 
rick Ewing scored eight of his 
25 points during a 13-2 third- 
quarter surge to lead the New 
York Knicks to a 92-76 win 
over the Bulls. 

New York ended ns season 
at 57-25, tying the cham- 
pionship 1972-73 squad for the 
third-best record in franchise 
history. 

New York wrapped up the 
second-bes: record in the East- 
ern Conference and will open 
the playoffs at home against 
local rivals, she New jersev 
Nets. 

The Bulis finished 55-27. 
two games off last year's pace. 

In Portland, Gary Payton 
scored 12 of hi* 18 points dur- 
ing a 26-6 second- half run to 
lift the Seattle Supersonic* to a 
Ilf HUS victory over the Trail 
Blazers. 

Seattle, which will face De- 
nver in the first round of the 
playoffs, won 17 of its final 19 
games to finish with the best 
record in the NBA at 63-19. 
The Sonies will have home- 
court advantage throughout 
the entire playoffs. 

Portland ended its season at 
47-35 

The Blazers are seeded 
seventh in the west and wall 
open the playoffs in Houston. 

At Washington, Tom Gug- 
liotta veined’ 31 points arid 
grabbed 19 rebounds as 
Washington won 117-99 over 
the Charlotte Hornets in West 
L'nseld's final game as coach of 
the Bullets. 

The 4S-\ ear-old Hair of 
Famer, u ho led the Bullets to a 
202-345 record over the last 
seven seasons, announced his 
resignation following the 
game. 

Washington ended its season 
with a 24-58 record to miss the 
playoff for ihe sixth consecu- 
tive year. The Hornets, who 
also failed to qualify for post- 
season, finished at 41-41. 


Top soccer teams find the going tough 


the champions cup again and 
Sampdoria, who won the Ita- 
lian Cup in midweek, will be in 
tiie cup winners cup. 

Milan, who play their Euro- 
pean Cup semi-find against 
Monaco Wednesday, fielded a 
half-strength side and were 
held 0-0 at Cagliari. 

Napoli are currently level on 
points with Torino, who 
crashed to a 1-4 home defeat 
against Foggia, are now tied 
with Roma just one point be- 
hind. 

Two first-half goals from 
midfielder Giovanni Stroppa, 
tbe first from the penalty spot, 
set Foggia on course for a 
major upset in Turin, Pier- 
paolo Bresdani put the visitors 
three dear eight minutes after 
the break before Andrea Silen- 
zi (74) pulled one back. It was 
to no avail however and Dutch 
winger Brian Roy completed 
the rout two minutes from 
tune. 

A 2-2 draw with Roma 
means Inter Milan’s only way 
back into Europe is to win the 
UEFA Cup- They play the 
final first-lee against Austria’s 
Casino Salzburg Tuesday. 

Massimo Ciocci kept 
Roma’s European dream alive 
with a crucial equaliser ten 
minutes from time in the San 
Siro Stadium. Guiseppe Gian- 
nini had put Roma ahead after 
14 minutes with Daniele Fon- 


tolan (22) and Nicola Berti 
(70) responding for Inter. 

Lazio bounced back from 
last week’s 6-1 humiliation in- 
flicted by Juventus and beat 
bottom riub Lecce- 3-0 thanks 
to goals from Aaron Winter, 
Roberto Cravero and Croatian 
striker Alen Boksic. 

At the bottom of the table, 
Lecce and Atlanta are already 
doomed to second division 
football and two more teams 
from Piacenza, Reggiana and 
Udinese will fall with them. 

Piacenza and Reggiana are 
one point ahead if Udinese 
after holding, respectively, 
Juventus (0-0) and Sampdoria 
( 1 - 1 ). 

Udinese stayed alive with a 
3-3 draw against Cremonese. 
A trip to Juventus next Sunday 
docs not bode well for them 
however. Although Reggiana, 
who travel to AC Milan, and 
Piacenza, away to Paima, have 
equally difficult tasks. 

One of the four places will 
be taken by Florentina. 

The Florence dub, relegated 
for the first time in its history 
last season, has bounced 
straight back and ensured a 
return to the top flight as 
second division champions by 


beating Acireale 1-0 Sunday. 

In France, where the French 
federation’s decision to de- 
mote Marseille to second divi- 
sion football next season be- 
cause of the match-rigging 
scandal in last season’s league 
match with Valenciennes 
dominated the headlines, the 
shock home defeat in the cup 
of current league pacesetters 
Paris Saint Germain went 
almost unheralded. 

Paris St. Germain saw their 
dream of competing the cup 
and league ‘double’ disappear 
when they were beaten by 
modest Lens. It was their first 
loss at the Pare des Princess ail 
season. 

Lens scored two late goals to 
overturn the Parisian cup hol- 
ders’ early lead. 

Midfielder Vincent Guerin 
had opened the scoring for the 
home side but Roger Boli. 
brother of Marseille interna- 
tional defender Basile, netted 
after 70 minutes. Pierre Laigle 
added a second for Lens sixty- 
seconds later. 

Nantes also reached the 
semi-finals when they beat 
second division Valenciennes 
— reduced to ten men for the 
last quarter-of-an-hour — 3-1. 


Reynald Pedros opened the 
scoring for Nantes by blasting 
home after 20 minutes. But 
Amaod Duncker intercepted a 
would-be clearance to put 
Valenciennes- back on level 
terms. 

Nantes made the most of 
their chance when Valenden- 
ne’s captain Antoine Difraya 
was ordered off in the 74th 
minute for a second booking — 
Nicolas Ouedec scoring from 
the penalty spot and Jean- 
Micbel Fern putting matters 
beyond doubt three minutes 
from time. 

Barcelona closed to within 
two points of pacesetters De- 
portivo la Coruna in the race 
for the Spanish title thanks to 
an emphatic 4-0 away win 
against Celia Vigo on Satur- 
day. 

Deportivo la Coruna drew 
0-0 at Lerida. 

Bulgarian front-runner Hris- 
to Stoichov scored twice for 
Barcelona and Guillermo 
Amor and Estebaranz were 
also oa target. 

With just three matches left 
to play Deportivo have 52 
points from 35 games and Bar- 
celona have 50. 


At Los Angeles, K #r . 
Malone scored 15 of hi* 9* 
points in the third quarter &aJ 
John Stockton netted 
game’s final four points ai §fS 
Utah Jazz held off the kjlua 
103-97. 

The Jazz (53-291 won 
of the last nine games to finnh 
fifth in the Western Confer- 
ence. They will face San Anto- 
nio in the first round of ft* 
playoffs after beating the SflUn 
in all five of their meeting! tK 
season. n 

The Lakers finished With 
club-record 10 straight lo«*« 
and will miss the playoff* ^ 
the first time since 1976. 
Lakers went 5-11 under bead 
conch Magic Johnson, who taw 
said he will not return nggj 
season. 

In Houston. Robert P^j, 
scored 23 points to power 
Denver Nuggets to a 1 15- Il >7 
win over the Rockets. 

Rodney Rogers added lfi f Q 
the Nuggets. 'who closed 
the season with four wi n * in 
threr last five games to fi n i 9 ^ 
with a 42*40 record. 

ITie Rockets finished rhfjr 
best season e\er at 5S-24, 
nine the Midwest division tin# 

In Philadelphia, Orlamf^ 
Woolndge scored sv\ ol h« ^ 
points during a key fourth, 
quarter spun to lead 
ladelphia 7t>ers to a tlO-tig 
win over Detroit as the Piston* 
ended the season on a 13-game 
losing sneak 

Philadelphia completed 
worst season since 1**74 with a 
24-5S record. Detroit's 211-62 
mark was its worst since 197 i£ 
Si), when the Pistons were 16- 
66 

In Sacramento. Spud Webb 
scored 25 points jnd Mitch 
Richmond adder! 21 to lend the 
Kings to a 105-97 victory ov cr 
the Golden State Warriors, 
Sacramento ended the sea- 
son at 2S-54 and missed the 
playoffs for the eighth straight 
season, the longest current 
streak of any team. 

The Warriors, who had an 
eight-game winning streak 
snapped, finished at 50*32 


Real Madrid were jeered off 
the pitch when they were 
beaten 0-2 at home by Real 
Sociedad, and Zaragoza went 
down 3-0 at Valencia. 

Bayern Munich stayed top in 
Germany — two points dear of 
Kaiscrlautem — after clin- 
ching a controversial 2-1 vic- 
tory over Nuremhurg. 

Nuremburg came off pitch 
demanding a replay, claiming 
one of the Bayern goals bad 
failed to crass the line. 


CAR FOR SALE 
UNPAID DUTY 

Toyota Corona XL 1989 
Automatic transmission/ 
air condition, I600cc in 
good condition 

Please contact: 
Basil, 

TeL# 655568 a.m. 
862714 pm. 



FIXING & FASTENING 
CENTRE 
P.O.Box 1073 - 11118 
TEL. 789102 


FOR SALE 

Opel Rekord 2.0, duty unpaid. 1931 120,000 km. 
In good condition, (reliable maintenance, new 
spare-parts and" stereo). 

JD 850, $ 1200. 

TeL: 655372 


CAR FOR SALE 

NISSAN PATROL 4*4, YEAR 85, LOADED, 
SUPER ROOF, COMPANY MANAGER USE, 
VERY CLEAN. 

PRICE : 14,800 J.D. 

TEL: 682952 


FOR SALS 

Duty unpaid car for sale; white TOYOTA Corona 
1983, 1800cc manual with A/C, 132,00 km. 
excellent conditon. 

Price: Best offer. 

TeL: 680397 


Yo 


Be happy!? 

Wear your birth stone in our 18k. gold design, 

AJANI Amra Hotel. 

jewelless Amman. 



Onema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


The Indecent Women 


Shows: I2 l30, 3:15, 5:00. 6-JO, 8J0, 10J0 


CONCORD *1’ 

A PERFECT WORLD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, |ik3H 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
MR. JONS 

Shews: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 




The political comedy play 

FORBIDDEN 

FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p m. 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl AI Mashlni Theatre 

Nabii & Hisham's TeL: 625155, 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Coming scon 

Abu Awad in: the new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Directed by Ghassan Ai Mashini 

Soon 

The political comedy play: 

“WHAT A PEACE I” 
(afl Salam Va Salam) 
















NEWS IN BRIEF 


Zhirinovsky declines Iraqi invitation 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian ultra-nationalist Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky has declined an invitation from Saddam Hussein u? 
attend his 57th birthday celebrations, saying he has political 
obligations in Russia, sources close to Dr. Zhirinovsky said 
Monday. Mr. Zhirinovsky, president of the far-right Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), had been invited to go to Baghdad 
for the celebrations Thursday, an LDP representative said. He 
could not go because Thursday was the day scheduled for 
signature in Moscow of a civil peace pact, aimed at preventing 
political violence in Russia. Mr. Zhirinovsky has indicated that 
he will sign the document. The LDP representative said it was 
posable another LDP leader might go to Baghdad in Mr. 
Zhirinovsky's place. Mr. Zhirinovsky gave his backing to Iraq 
during the Gulf war, and sponsored the sending of Russian 
volunteers to fight on the side of the Iraqi forces. At the 
beginning of April, he invited the Iraqi leader to the LDP 
congress. President Saddam did not go, but sent a delegation 
from Iraq's ruling party. 

Wife of Hebron killer complains to police 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The wife of Hebron killer Baruch 
Goldstein has complained to police for failing to seek out the 
Palestinians who beat him to death after he massacred more 
than 30 worshippers in a mosque in the West Bank town, 
Israeli police said Monday. Spokesman Eric Bar Chen said 
Myriam Goldstein filed her complaint on Friday at the police 
station in Kyriat Arba, the Jewish settlement where she and 
her husband lived on the edge of Hebron. She urged police to 
find the Palestinians who beat her husband to death with iron 
bars after he gunned down worshippers in the Ibrahimi 
Mosque on Feb. 25, the spokesman told AFP. The supreme 
court, meanwhile, turned down calls from Tel Aviv lawyers to 
evict the only Arab judge on the committee of inquiry into the 
massacre, Ahmad Zoabi, and dismissed allegations that he 
was biased against settlers. 

Manila approves sending workers to Israel 

MANILA (AP) — The Department of Labour and employ- 
ment has endorsed sending Filipino form workers to Israel 
following that country's decision to hire more foreigners to 
replace Arab labourers. Labour Under-Secretary Jose Bril- 
lantes said in a departmental memo that the Philippines would 
benefit because workers would return home with advanced 
fanning skills. “By officially allowing Filipino workers to 
Israel, we shall also be able to legalise die status of more than 
15,000 Filipinos now working in Israel as tourists and 
undocumented aliens,” Mr. Brillantes said. Currently, the 
department has certified only maids and babysitters for work 
in Israel because of the uncertain security situation and the 
abundance of Arab labour there. The Israeli cabinet recently 
approved plans to increase hiring of foreigners to replace 
Arabs from the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Iran blames Iraq-based group for attack 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran said a man arrested after an attack on 
an Iranian cleric last week had links with the dissident 
Iraq-based Mujahedeen-e-Khalq organisation. (MKO). the 
official Iranian IRNA news agency said. An information 
(intelligence) ministry official identified the man responsible 
for shooting Hojatoleslam Mohammad Abaei Khorasani in 
the holy city of Mashhad after Friday prayers, as Ali Houri. 
nick-named Popi. “The information ministry official, asked to 
comment on the motives of the attack, said the MKO because 
of its nature will not abandon its terrorism,” IRNA reported 
late on Sunday. The group, often blamed by Tehran for acts of 
sabotage and shootings, has denied responsibility for the 
attack. Houri tried to kill himself after the attack and the 
Iranian official said he later underwent surgery at Imam 
Redha hospital .in., Mashhad. Hajatoleslam Khorasani, who 
was hit by two bullets in the back, was recovering at Qaem 
hospital, said foe-official who was identified by IRNA simply 
as Musavi-Nejad. 

Rabbi calls for Arafat’s assassination 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Rabbi Shlomo Goren, a former Israeli 
army chaplain, called Monday for the murder of Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat. “If a Jew decides to eliminate the 
biggest of murderers, Yasser Arafat, who is the Hitler of our 
day, I will support him and declare a holiday on the day of his 
assassination,” the Rabbi told Maariv newspaper. Rabbi 
Goren, who was chaplain during the 1967 Middle East war 
when Israel seized the West Bank and Gaza Strip, called for 
the creation of an organisation “to prevent Arafat from 
stepping foot on our territory.” A fierce opponent of the 
Israel-Palestinian accord on Palestinian self-rule, the Rabbi 
has already urged soldiers to disobey orders if the government 
decided to dismantle Jewish settlements in the occupied 
territories. 

Conference of Somali factions postponed 

NAIROBI (AFP) — A conference bringing together the main 
factions in Somalia and due to have begun in Mogadishu on 
Monday has been postponed, a United Nations spokesman 
said. A new date for the session, which is to prepare the 
ground for a conference of national reconciliation, has not 
been fixed but spokesman George Bennett told AFP by 
telephone from Mogadishu that the meeting was likely to be 
held early next month. The idea of holding the preparatory 
conference came into being on March 24 when faction leader 
Mohammad Farah Aideed and his rival, self-styled President 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad, signed a U.N. -brokered national 
reconciliation agreement in Nairobi. 

Two Israeli-allied militiamen wounded 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — A roadside bomb exploded m South 
Lebanon Monday, wounding two members of a patrol of 
Israeli-allied militiamen, security sources said. Hizbollab. 
guerrillas claimed reponsibiiity for the attack. Security sources 
said the 10:15 a.m. (0715 GMT) bomb went off as a 
mechanised patrol of the Israeli-allied South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia drove through the village of Rihan in Israel's 
so-called “security zone" in southern Lebanon. The Rihan 
area is a key infiltration route used by guerrillas of Hizbollah 
to attack Israeli troops and SLA militiamen. The main road 
Sinking the town of Jezzine with Marjayoun, another major 
town in the enclave Israel occupies in South Lebanon, passes 
through Rihan. 

Iran sues group for abducting diplomats 

BEIRUT (R) — Iran is suing a .banned Lebanese Christian 
group for kidnapping three Iranian diplomats during the 
Lebanese civil war, Tehran’s ambassador to Beirut said on 
Monday. Homayoun Alizadeh told reporters the law suit 
changed Lebanese Forces (LF) militiamen with kidnapping 
Taqi Rastegar Moqaddam, Kazem Akhavan and Ahmad 
Motevasselian in I9S2 at a roadblock. He said he relayed a 
message to Foreign Minister Faris Bouez from his Iranian 
counterpart Ali Velayari informing him of the case. Security 
sources believe the three Iranians and their Lebanese driver 
Mohsen Mousawi were killed shortly after their abduction at 
the LF checkpoint at the village of Barbara in northern 
Lebanon. LF chief Samir Geagea and several of his followers 
are under arrest in connection with a February church 
bombing and the assassination of a Christian rival in 1990. 

Pakistani opposition decides to resign 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Opposition members of Parliament 
(MPs) on Monday decided to resign en masse in protest 
against “unconstitutional'' changes in the North West Frontier 
Province (NWFP), former Premier Nawaz Sharif said here. 
Mr. Sharif told a news conference that the MPs handed their 
signed resignation letters to him. “authorising me to submit 
them to the house speaker at an appropriate time.” 



11 militant suspects 
shot dead in Egypt 


Israel cannot keep Golan and 
have peace with Syria — Peres 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel cannot keep the occu- 
pied Golan Heights if it wants 
peace with Syria, Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres.said on 
Monday. 

Parliamentary sources 
quoted Mr. Peres as telling the 
Labour parliamentary group 
that “any reasonable person 
knows you cannot have peace 
and still keep the Golan.” 

“It is clear that any Israeli 
withdrawal will mean the dis- 
mantling of Jewish settlements 
(on the Golan). ” he said. 

On Thursday Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin gave 
the clearest signal so far that he 
would evacuate Israeli settle- 
ments from the Golan in return 
for peace with Syria. 

“For me the importance of 
the Golan plateau is above all 
for security, whether there are 
settlements on it or not,” he 
said. “!f we have to take down 
settlements for peace. I was 
and I am in favour of that.” 
Israel seized the Golan dur- 
ing the 1967 Arab-Israel: war 


and “annexed” the strategic 
heights in 1981. Some 12,000 
Jewish settlers live there. 

The Syrian government 
newspaper Tishrin said Sunday 
the Israeli prime minister had 
“taken a step forward, but 
peace comes with action, not 
words." 

“Rabin knows perfectly well 
that there can be no peace with 
Syria unless he gives back all 
the Golan,'' the paper said. 

The Israeli-Syrian peace 
talks are stalled over Syria's 
demand for a prior Israeli 
pledge to return all the Golan 
Heights and Mr. Rabin's de- 
mand that Damascus first com- 
mit itself to a full peace with 
open borders. 

Another Syrian newspaper 
Monday accused Mr. Rabin of 
using his current visit to Mos- 
cow to encourage further 
emigration of Russian Jews for 
settlement in the occupied 
Arab territories. 

The daily, A1 Baath, organ 
of the ruling Baath Party, said 


the effort contradicted Mr. 
Rabin's recent statements ab- 
out dismantling settlements in 
the Golan Heights. 

“How could anyone accept 
the idea of dismantling the 
settlements and establishing 
. new ones instead,” it asked. 

Mr. Rabin began a four-day 
visit to Moscow Monday by 
meeting with his Russian coun- 
terpart, Victor Chernomyrdin, 
to discuss the Middle East 
peace process (see separate 
story). Russia is co-sponsoring 
the peace talks with the United 
States. 

Another topic on Mr. 
Rabin's agenda is emigration 
of Jews from the former Soviet 
Union. Since the Soviet Union 
loosened restrictions, on 
emigration in the late 1980s, 
more than 400,000 Jews have 
moved to Israel. 

“Rabin’s primary talks in the 
Russian capital will centre on 
the issue of bringing new Rus- 
sian Jews for settlement in 
occupied Arab territories,” A1 
Baath claimed. 


Russia signs agreements with 
Israel, assures Jews of safety 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sia and Israel signed a series of 
accords Monday to strengthen 
trade ties as Moscow down- 
played fears of anti-Semitism, 
saying Jews were safe here 
despite a surge of anti-Semitic 
forces in the country. 

Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin also told reporters 
afer his talks with Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin that 
Moscow could contribute to 
stability in the Mideast through 
a more “active” role in the 
Mideast peace process. 

“A substantial number of 
Jews live in Russia. But they 
are not threatened by any anti- 
Semitism,” Mr. Chernomyrdin 
stated in what Itar-Tass news 
agency described as an “emo- 
tional” response to reporter’s 
questions. 

“No Zhirinovsky can un- 
leash a wave of anti- 
Semitism," the Russian pre- 
mier added, referring to the 
ultranationalist Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky, whose public appear- 
ances are often punctuated by 
strongly anti-Semitic remarks. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky's Liberal 


Democratic Party (LDP) 
scored a stunning upset in last 
December’s legislative elec- 
tions and is one of the two 
most powerful parties in the 
lower house of the new parlia- 
ment. 

MR. Chernomyrdin, quoted 
by Itar-Tass, admitted that 
there were forces in Russia 
that sought “to make the situa- 
tion more tense by stressing 
the national question,” but 
said anti-Semitic and fascist 
groups had only marginal sup- 
port. 

The Russian premier held 
talks with Mr. Rabin at the 
government headquarters and 
tiie two leaders signed six bi- 
lateral accords including a con- 
vention on doubler taxation, 
and an accord on cooperation 
in science and technology. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin told In- 
terfax news agency that he and 
Mr. Rabin had also instructed 
their delegation to prepare a 
“wide-ranging" bilateral trade 
and economic pact which he 
said could be signed during 
Mr. Rabin's four-day visit to 
Russia. 


On the Mideast, Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin stated that Russia's 
position remained “un- 
changed” and was centred on 
the need for a peaceful, negoti- 
ated accord on Palestinian self- 
rule. 

Russia, along with the Un- 
ited States, remains a co- 
sponsor of the Mideast peace 
process launched in September 
1991 in Madrid, but up to now 
has had little real influence on 
the course of Israeli-Arab 
peace talks. 

Earlier this year. President 
Boris Yeltsin dispatched a spe- 
cial envoy to the region in an 
effort to raise Russia's profile 
in the negotiations. 

But a subsequent proposal 
from Moscow to organise a 
“second Madrid” international 
conference on the Mideast was 
greeted coolly by the United 
States and essentially rejected 
by Israel as unnecessarily com- 
plicated. 

Moscow last week hosted 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat on a three-day visit and 
reaffirmed its support. 


CAIRO (Agencies)’— A man 
described as the most wanted 
Islamic militant in Egypt was 
killed along with 10 other sus- 
pected fundamentalists in two 
shootouts on Monday, security 
sources said. 

Taalat Yassin Haxnmam and 
six other militants were shot 
dead in a flat in the east Cairo 
suburb of Kobri A1 Kobba 
when police went to arrest 
them early on Monday morn- 
ing, the sources said. 

Police said the militants 
opened fire first but it is not 
known if any policemen were 
killed or hurt. Interior Ministry 
officials were not available for 
comment 

Ham mam was sentenced to 
death in absentia in 1992 for 
belonging to an illegal orga- 
nisation and trying to over- 
throw the Egyptian govern- 
ment. 

He and the other militants 
on trial were believed to have 
fought alongside Afghan Mu- 
jahedeen during the Soviet 
occupation in the 1980s and 
were known as Arab Afghans. 

Police said he was the leader 
of militants fighting to set up 
an Islamic state in Egypt and 
that he was the link with mili- 
tant leaders in exile. 

Police found a fax machine 
in the flat where Hamm am was 
killed. They said it was used to 
relay information between 


Hammam and militants 
abroad. 

The Interior Ministry pub- 
lished photographs of Haro- 
mam and two other wanted 
militants in February and 
promised rewards for citizens 
who gave information on 
them. 

Hammam is also a c c us ed of 
trying to ambush an army 
general car in Cairo last July- 
Four people including two of 
the attackers were killed and 
six civilians were wounded. 

Police say he had organised 
a series of bombs planted out- 
side Cairo banks in February 
and Man* and was wanted in 
connection with 20 other cri- 
minal cases, including the 
assassination of police Briga- 
dier Shireen Ali Fahmi in the 
southern city of Assiut last- 
week. 

Security forces in Assiut shot 
dead four militants in a shoot- 
out before dawn, police 
sources said. 

Meanwhile, a militant was 
wounded and 17 others were 
arrested during a major police 
dragnet in Sohag gpveroorate, 
100 kilometres south of Assiut. 

Monday's deaths raised to 
378 the number of people kil- 
led since the militants launched 
their violent anti-government 
campaign two years ago. The 
dead include 134 policemen 
and 135 militants. 



By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majali on Mon- 
day left the door open for 
allowing a company on the 
Arab League's boycott list to 
secure a multi-million dollar 
telecommunications contract. 

The government-owned 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion (TCC) accepted a bid last 
week from a Jordanian com- 
pany in partnership with 
Motorola, a firm listed on the 
boycott list, to build and oper- 
ate a nationwide cellular net- 
work. 

“We have not made a final 
decision ... we will look into 
the boycott and a decision will 
be taken in the right interest,” 
Dr. Majali said. “It is not easy 
to say you cannot touch the 
boycott,” the premier told 
foreign and local journalists in 
a question-answer session 
Monday, indicating that 
national interest will be the 
superceding factor in any con- 
sideration. 

The secondary and tertiary 
boycott bars companies with 
substantial investments in 
Israel and those which deal 
with a blacklisted company to 
avoid being blacklisted them- 
selves respectively from doing 
business in the Arab World. 

Motorola, which operates 
Israel's cellular network and 
maintains manufacturing fatali- 
ties there, bid in partnership 
with the Jordan Mobile Tele- 
phone Services Company, 
whose local investors include 
the Housing Bank, foe Arab 
Banking Corporation (ABC), 
foe Union Bank for Invest- 
ments and Mid Investments 


and others. 

Jordan insists on maintain- 
ing foe boycott until a peaceful 
settlement is reached with 
Israel and Amman reaffirmed 
this position last month at an 
Arab League meeting in Cairo. 

Dr. Majali, pointing out that' 
there were many exceptions to 
foe, boycott, said foe military 
had purchased Motorola 
equipment and spare parts, in- 
cluding the walkie talkies it 
now uses. 

He said Motorola equipment 
had been widely used in the 
Arab World, justifying why 
Jordan may accept Motorola’s 
offer, which came first in foe 
bids. The group's offer was 
JD38 million, almost twice that 
of the second highest Udder. 

Minister of Telecommunica- 
tions Tareq Suheimat said ear- 
lier that it was “a political 
decision” whether to award 
Motorola the contract if it 
meets all other requirements. 

Jordan has come under 
American and European press- 
ore to ease the boycott of 
Israel, which was implemented 
43 years ago to isolate the 
Jewish state and prevent 
league members from carrying 
out any commercial activity 
with it 

U.S. TS) miner ce Secretary 
Ron Brown, in a visit to foe 
region last January, said fresh 
American investment in Jor- 
dan depended on removal of 
trade barriers and the lifting of 
foe secondary boycott that pri- 
marily affects U.S. companies. 

Jordan has told Washington 
it was adopting a case-by-case 
approach to foe secondary and 
tertiary boycott, according to 
officials and diplomats. 


Palestinians pin high hopes on Christopher trip 


By Wafa Amr 
in Occupied Jerusalem 

DESPITE AMERICAN 
attempts to downplay expecta- 
tions from foe visit of U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
believes it will result in rapid 
progress on the Syrian and 
Palestinian tracks of negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

PLO officials said it was 
highly likely an agreement 
would be signed on Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho would be 
signed in the first week Of 
May. But PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat would wait 
three or four weeks after foe 
signing before he enters the 
self-rule areas, until all Israeli 
troops conclude their pullout. 

Both Israel and the PLO. 
anxious to start the imple- 
mentation of the September 
self-rule deal, are willing to 
sign the withdrawal accord 
before all disputed issues 
were resolved, PLO officials 
said. 

“We expect an agreement 
to be signed in May 4 or May 
5," one PLO official said. 

The official said there were 
disagreements in foe Fateh 
Centra! Committee meetings 
talks place in Tunis this week 


over whether to sign the 
agreement before all issues 
were resolved or if foe PLO 
should go ahead and sign, 
leaving some disputed issues 
for negotiations after with- 
drawal. 

There are also differences 
between Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
over how speedy imple- 
mentation of foe autonomy 
accord should be. Mr. Rabin, 
Israeli sources said, wants all 
issues resolved before signing 
the accord. 

“Four issues remain unre- 
solved, and the Fateh Central 
Committee is divided over 
how to approach the signing 
of the withdrawal agree- 
ment,” a Fateh Central Com- 
mittee member attending the 
Tunis meetings said. 

He said the unresolved 
issues were a Palestinian 
passport, the self-rule's code 
number for phone lines, the 
self-rule's postal stamp and 
some matters concerning 
jurisdiction. 

Other issues such as secur- 
ity matters, withdrawal, the 
Palestinian police force's en- 
try to Gaza and Jericho, 
jurisdiction, etc... have been 
agreed when Executive Com- 
mittee member Mahmoud 
Abbas was in Cairo for nego- 
tiations three weeks ago. 


Western diplomats said the 
U.S. preferred a rapid sign- 
ing of an implementation 
agreement, before all dis- 
puted issues were resolved. 
Negotiations could continue 
on solving remaining issues 
after withdrawal because 
popular support for the PLO- 
Israeli accord was eroding 
fast, and the U.S. was mov- 
ing priority to progress . on 
foe Syrian track, foe diplo- 
mats said. 

PLO officials said a meet- 
ing between Mr. Rabin and 
Mr. Arafat would be deter- 
mined next week, after Mr. 
Christopher’s regional visit. 

PLO officials, who wel- 
comed recent statements 
made by Mr. Rabin on dis- 
mantling Jewish settlements 
in foe Syrian Golan Heights 
as well as in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, and a rare 
statement he made about 
“Palestinian sovereignty,” 
said they considered these 
positive signs as a prelude to 
real progress on foe Palesti- 
nian track to be followed by 
progress on the Syrian trade. 

A Palestinian official in 
Jerusalem said Mr. Rabin’s 
statements were to prepare 
the Israeli public opinion for 
withdrawal from foe Golan 
Heights, and to prepare them 
and foe Syrians and others 
for a public direct Israeli- 


Syrian meeting, which would 
be a result of secret meetings 
both sides had denied in foe 
past. However, it was not yet 
clear to what degree the 
Israelis were willing to with- 
draw completely from' foe 
Golan Heights. 

The PLO was watching 
very closely Israeli state- 
ments concerning Syria be- 
cause if Israel withdrew from 
the Golan Heights, it would 
indicate Israeli intentions to- 
wards withdrawing from the 
West Bank. 

• “We believe that Christ- 
opher’s visit will be a prelude 
to Israeli withdrawals, both 
from the Golan Heights and 
from the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho," a PLO offidal said. 
He said that Israelis were 
more receptive now to with- 
drawal from foe rest of the 
West Bank as well. He re- 
fused to elaborate. 

PLO officials said it was 
obvious from Israeli offidal 
statements that priority was 
to achieve progress on foe 
Syrian track, but not before 
starting implementation of 
foe September self-rule deal. 

Egypt, the U.S. and Russia 
are pushing Israel to achieve 
progress on the Syrian track. 

However, Israelis are wait- 
ing for Syria to show flexibil- 
ity after Mr. Rabin's “good- 


will” statements on with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

In the meantime, PLO fac- 
tions as well as Hamas and 
the Islamic Jihad in the occu- 
pied territories were prepar- 
ing for Israeli withdrawal 
from Gaza and Jericho and 
the establishment of the 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) as a modus vivendi. 
Such preparations were re- 
flected in foe intensive meet- 
ings between all nationalist 
and Islamic movements both 
in the Gaza Strip and foe 
West Bank. 

PLO officials said the 
Palestinian groups have been 
working on reaching under- 
standing and cooperation 
agreements before the PLO's 
entry, expected next month. 

Mr. Arafat’s Fateh faction 
has also been reorganising 
itself. There have been new 
appointments in Fateh, 
whereby some of foe most 
active deportees who re- 
turned home recently would 
act as a bridge between the 
local and exiled leaderships. 
The restructuring of the 
movement was intended to 
reflect foe new realities on 
foe ground and to prepare for 
the establishment of the 
PNA, whereby Fateh would 
act as foe ruling par ty. 


National interests 
will guide decision on 

TCC project— Majali 


Prince Edward 
walks down the 
aisle... 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s' 
Prince Edward caused a stir in 
foe tabloid press Monday by 
w alkin g down foe aisle with his 
girlfriend Sophie Rhys- Jones, 
but only as a guest at a royal 
cousin's wedding. The 30- 
year-old budding television 
producer and his publicist girl- 
friend, 29, put in a joint 
appearance Sunday at a high- 
society wedding, adding foe! to 
media speculation of v 
fioorishing royal romance. The 
wedding outing coincided with 
mounting expectation that 
Prince Edward, a formir 
theatre assistant who has now 
established his own televirion 
production company, will soon 
announce his engagement to * 
Ms. Rhys-Jones. The couple v 
travelled together to the wed- 1 
ding in Suffolk, eastern Eng- 
land, and were accompanied 
by foe queen’s sister Princess ► 
Margaret, who acted as a royal j 
chaperone to Princess Diana f 
during her engagement to •? 
Prince Charles. The popular ; 
press, relishing the possibility i 
of a royal darling to replace - 
Princess Diana, cooed in de-' 
light at Ms. Rhys-Jones’s 
dramatic outfit — a scarlet 
mandarin-style jacket and long 
black skirt split to the thigh.' : 
Today newspaper called the . 
occasion a dress rehearsal for a j 
royal wedding later this year. 
The tabloids have christened . 
Ms. Rhys-Jones the spitting . 
image of the young Princess '* 
Diana because of her short { 
blonde hair but the public rela-- “ 
tions executive is older, shorter, i 
and more overtly confident j 
than the putative princess was. \ 
The prince, the queen's;! 
youngest child, is said to be' . f 
keen to have a low-key wed- : 
ding, in contrast to his elder 
brothers Princes Andrew and 
Charles whose spectacular 
nuptials ended only m broken' ■ 
marriages. The reports of the 
wedding said foe prince and £ 
Ms. Rhys-Jones sat side-by- ^ 
side m the church pew and •' 
listened intently as their * 
friends. Lord Ivor Mountbat- • 
ten and Penny Thompson, 
made their marriage vows. 

Australian hero’s 
ashes scattered 
at death railway 

HELLFIRE PASS, Thailand ) 
(R) — The ashes of Australian •. 
war hero Sir Edward Dunlop »■ 
were scattered Monday in a ] 
ceremony recalling foe ordeal \ 
of allied prisoners of war who ■ 
worked on this stretch of 
Japan’s infamous “death rail- * 
way.” “Weary” Dunlop, as he 
was known to Australians for 1 
the way he fought fatigue tef : 
save hundreds of lives, asked 
before he died in Melbourne * 
last year that his remains be' ' 
sent to join those of World ; 
War II comrades lost at Hell- 
fire Pass. About 500 people, I 
including Dunlop's sons John 9 
and Alexander, diplomats and j 
Australian survivors, took part s 
in an early-morning ceremony, y ' 
illuminated by candles to re- v 
create the eerie, tomb-like 'j 
atmosphere of foe pass in war- > 
time 1943. Prisoners gave this i 
section of foe railway the name 
Heilfire Pass because the t 
naked, skeleton-like figures ? 
slaving in the half-light seemed . 
to conjure up visions of the \ 
inferno. Using minimal equip- i 
ment, foe prisoners of war i 
(PoWs) worked 12 to 18-hour ) 
shifts for 12 weeks, cutting i 
through solid rock and soil to 2 
cleave the mountain pass. 
Two-thirds of the 1,000 PoWs? 
working on the pass died and 
were buried in a nearby cemet- 
ery. 


Schindler’s list 
win’s top U.K. 
film award 

LONDON (AP) — Schindler’s 
List, Steven Spielberg’s Oscar- 
winning film about foe holo- 
caust was named the year’s 
best film by the British 
Academy of Film and Televi- 
sion Arts, and won Spielberg 
another trophy for Best Direc- 
tor. Spielberg came to the 
stage again to receive the Peor 
pie’s Film Award for Jurassic 
Park. “Between Schindler and 
Jurassic, I'm going to need 
years of therapy” Spielberg . 
joked about the disparity be-' 
tween foe two pictures. The 
director later appeared at foe 
end of the ceremony to present 
a Special Achievement Award 
to British. actor-director Lord 
Attenborough, who starred in 
Jurassic Park. The Best Ac- 
tress prize went to Holly Hun- 
ter for her performance in The 
Hano, for which she won the 
Oscar last month. 



